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GDPH RESPONSE TO GLOBAL PANDEMIC ANNOUNCEMENT

ATLANTA (GA) – Today, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared the novel H1N1 outbreak a global pandemic. The WHO level is based on regional spread of the disease and not on the severity of the novel virus. Research has shown the virus can affect people of different backgrounds but if treated promptly patients can recover.


The Georgia Division of Public Health’s (GDPH) response to the novel H1N1 pandemic will continue to be aggressive, vigilant and based on scientific information. Recommendations to the public and GDPH partners remain focused on disease prevention.

“The WHO declaration confirms that there has been human-to-human transmission of novel H1N1 in at least two continents. According to scientific information the severity of this virus remains the same,” said Dr. Sandra Elizabeth Ford, acting director of the Division of Public Health. “To reduce impact of novel H1N1, Georgians should keep up healthy behaviors such as frequent hand-washing and covering coughs and sneezes. Georgians who experience flu-like symptoms, especially those who have underlying chronic conditions, should consult their health providers promptly.”

GDPH continues to provide guidance to clinicians and health care providers and continues to work with federal, state, local, public and private partners.
 “The response to this pandemic is a shared responsibility and GDPH wants to recognize the efforts the citizens and the numerous groups we partner with for taking our recommendations seriously and following our guidance,” states Dr. Ford.
GDPH continues to monitor the spread of the pandemic in Georgia. There are currently 41 confirmed cases of the novel H1N1 virus in the state. There have been no reported deaths.


For information visit www.health.state.ga.us/h1n1flu
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