
During the summer of 2008 several Valdosta 

State Univeristy Honors Program students partici-

pated in a study abroad trip to China.  While in 

China these students had the opportunity to take part 

in an international debate.  The University Systems 

of Georgia debaters included Valdosta State Univer-

sity’s own Jenny St. Aubin, Corey Hart, and Mat-

thew Schmidt, all of whom are in the Honors Pro-

gram.  Georgia State’s Quan Tat, and David Galban 

from Kennesaw State University, were also selected. 

The four debaters stunned the crowd with an amaz-

ing performance as the fifth member alternate, Gal-

ban, worked tirelessly on research and knew the jobs 

of the other four along with every other part of the 

debate inside and out. 

In the words of Jenny St. Aubin,  “It was an 

amazing experience, to be able to debate against the 

best debaters in Zhengzhou University. I have never 

been in a formal debate, so of course I was ex-

tremely nervous, but the students and staff made 

sure we felt at ease so we could just have fun with 

the debate. Both teams did great, and I am so hon-

ored to have participated in such an event while 

studying abroad!” 

The American debate team was led by an ex-

perienced debate team leader, Dr. Tom Preston of 

Gainesville State College. His work was cut out for 

him considering the four contestants of his team 

possessed no in competition experience. Dr. Preston 

had this to say about the debate: 

“This debate was one of my most challenging, 

unexpected, and fulfilling coaching experiences. 

The efforts of all five USG debaters made it that 

way, and that over 20 years of coaching, I had never 

seen so much learned in the course of five days.  

Coaching the debate was the last thing I had planned 

to do on the study abroad, but it ended up being one 

of my most excellent experiences, thanks mainly to 

the students involved. A framed picture of all the 

debaters from both teams is still displayed promi-

nently in my office.” 

VSU Connects with International Debates 

By: Matt Schmidt 
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 Bonjour de Grenoble...Hello from 

Grenoble.  My name is Jay Prosser, a mem-

ber of the Honors Program and the Presi-

dent of the Honors Student Association 

from 2008-2009.  I have the great fortune 

to be studying in Grenoble, France this year 

thanks to my connections from within the 

Program and the close relationship with the 

Office of International Programs. 

 The experience has already been dra-

matically different than anything I would 

have experienced at home, simply because 

of the nature of the university I am attend-

ing and the city in which I am living.  

Classes on French language, culture, and 

the methodology of the French university 

system provide a varied academic schedule 

that keeps me speaking the language and 

learning how to blend into the culture.  And 

what a culture! 

 Most importantly however, the pro-

gram places me in direct contact with 

French and other international students.  

We are able to swap stories, recipes, and 

recommendations.  And I have even met a 

few students that have expressed an interest 

in studying in the US.  Of course, I recom-

mended Valdosta State!   

 I can honestly say that I would never 

have had the nerve or the mindset I needed 

to take this trip, let alone thrive had I not 

joined the Honors Program.  My heartfelt 

thanks goes out to Dr. Nikolova, the Pro-

gam, and all those who support it.  Thank 

you. 

L 
ast August I boarded a plane and 

embarked on a journey that, in the 

end, led me to seven countries, 

introduced me to people from all 

corners of the world, and allowed me to be-

come fully emerged in a culture different 

from my own.  My destination was Marburg, 

Germany, where I was to study for one year 

at Philipps-Universität Marburg, the oldest 

Protestant university in the world.   

 I’ve now been back in America and at 

Valdosta State for three months – time 

enough to look back and recognize the im-

portance of my decision to study abroad.  As 

a history major focusing on German history, I 

was ecstatic to be able to visit places that I 

had previously only read about, and my time 

spent at the 480 year old university gave me 

something that I had long since desired: a 

German perspective on German history.   

 Studying abroad is something that every 

student should consider.  Whether it’s a year 

or semester long exchange through a pro-

gram like ISEP, or a month long summer 

program with an organization such as the 

European Council, studying abroad gives 

students a unique chance to see the world, a 

chance which is usually severely limited 

once we graduate into the “real world.”  It’s 

an experience that teaches you not only about 

foreign cultures, but about your own as well.  

The only way to truly understand your coun-

try and culture is to step back and look at it 

from the outside.  So, contact VSU’s Center 

for International Programs, seize the opportu-

nity of studying abroad, and get out and see 

the world.  You won’t regret it.   

B o n j o u r  d e  G r e n o b l e  

By Jay Prosser 
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A  C h a n g e  I n  P e r s p e c t i v e  

By Jake Newsome 

“It’s an 

experience that 

teaches you 

not only about 

foreign 

cultures, but 

your own as 

well.” 
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southern lunch and welcome from 

Dean Richards and Dr. Nikolova.  

In his keynote address, Dr. 

Bergstrom talked about current 

threats to the environment and 

our responsibility for a sustain-

able lifestyle.   Immediately 

after lunch, the students split 

up in four groups each led by a 

faculty member and had a great 

time discussing the summer 

reading “Stuff:  The Secret 

Life of Everyday Things” by 

John C. Ryan and Alan Durn-

ing.  After the discussion, all 

students participated in truly enter-

taining team-building activities and 

had a lot of fun.     

On October 8, 2009, Reade Hall, the Honors 

Residence Hall, hosted “Pizza with a Pro-

fessor.” The professor selected for this first 

occasion was Dr. Jim Hill, founder of the 

Valdosta State University Honors Program. 

Honors students of all levels came together 

to enjoy pizza and fellowship with both Dr. 

Hill, and Dr. Nikolova. Dr. Hill is one of the 

most popular professors in the Honors De-

partment, so it was no wonder such a large 

number of students turned out to hear him 

tell stories of the beginnings of the Honors 

Program. We foresee this event continuing 

to have a large turnout each semester. 

F a l l  2 0 0 9  C o l l o q u i u m  

By Jessica Dickerson 

H S A  H a u n t e d  H o u s e  

By Michael Holman 

P i z z a  w i t h  a  P r o f e s s o r  

By Helen Burkett 
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T 
he annual Honors Pro-

gram Colloquium was 

held on Friday, August 

14, 2009 at VSU’s Uni-

versity Center.  Over 100 incoming 

Honors freshmen were in atten-

dance, along with the Honors Stu-

dent Association board members, 

staff and faculty of the Honors Pro-

gram, Dr. Richards, Dean of the 

College of Arts and Sciences, and 

the keynote speaker, Dr. Brad 

Bergstrom.   

 As everyone arrived, the after-

noon started off with a delicious 

 Preparations for 2009’s Honors Haunted House began in late August, 

with several meetings being held simply for ideas on how to best scare our 

“guests” in a timely and efficient manner.  After several more meetings, 

construction of the Haunted House began in later September.  Little by 

little, the Honors House was transformed into “Rolling Meadows: Honors 

Psychiatric Institute.”  Under the direction of Michael Holman, psychotic 

clowns, insane butchers, zombie doctors, and terrifying patients stalked 

and screeched and horrified our guests night after night.  Many of our 

visitors ran from the premises screaming in terror! 

 The Haunted House took place October 29th-October 31st from 8pm 

until 11pm.  Admission was $3, with concessions such as warm cider, 

candied apples, candies, baked goods, and other treats sold at the ticket 

booth.  Everyone involved in the Haunted House worked incredibly hard 

to make sure it was a success, and all of their hard work paid off!  After 

three nights of terrifying our guests (and earning quite a reputation around 

campus), the 2009 Honors Haunted House raised over $900 in profits! 
 

“The Honors Haunted 

House raised more 

than $900 in profits.” 



 Hi, I am Dr. Janice 

Odom.  I went back to 

graduate school midlife, 

in 1998, after a long ca-

reer as a management 

trainer and organiza-

tional development con-

sultant and got my PhD 

in Communication Stud-

ies from the University 

of Iowa. 

  I am trained in both 

Departments of English 

and Communication and 

have taught in both. My 

interests are in visual 

rhetoric, rhetorical the-

ory and criticism, femi-

nist theory and criticism, 

and psychoanalytic the-

ory and criticism. 

 I have truly enjoyed 

working with my Honors 

students in a Visual 

Rhetoric class. They are 

engaged, enthusiastic, 

and good readers of vis-

ual artifacts. The small 

class size facilitates stu-

dent engagement, and the 

fact that so many of my 

students actually partici-

pate in the conversation 

about the images we 

have been looking at has 

been very rewarding for 

me as a teacher.  I would 

love to work with Hon-

ors students again. 

discussions. I have hon-

estly dreaded the end of 

the semester because I 

would have to relinquish 

these students to another 

teacher. Because the stu-

dents were more ad-

vanced, I was able to 

push the envelope with 

the writing topics I gave 

 I am a lecturer with 

an M.A. in English Lit-

erature with an emphasis 

in Medieval Studies.  

 My experience with 

my honors class was one 

of the best of my career. 

The students are highly 

motivated and have 

lively, thought provoking 

to them and the format of 

the material I presented. 

 Many times, we had 

to end our class in the 

middle of a great discus-

sion, and some of the 

students actually groaned 

in disapproval. I found 

myself feeling the same 

way. 

Honors so far is the creativity of 

my students’ projects in our Hon-

ors World Literature class. We get 

to do more interesting work than in 

a larger class and get to know one 

another better, and I’m enjoying 

that. As and Honors graduate my-

self, I know what an added bonus 

an honors experience can be. 

 My name is Maren Clegg Hyer, 

and I’m happy to be teaching in the  

Honors Program this year, my second 

at Valdosta State University. I have my 

PhD in English from the University of 

Toronto and specialize in medieval 

studies. I have taught at the university 

level for sixteen years. 

 My favorite thing about teaching 

n e w  H o n o r s  P r o f e s s o r s  

 

D r .  J a n i c e  O d o m  

R e b e c c a  G a s k i n s  

P a g e  4  

D r .  M a r e n  C l e g g - H y e r  

“The students 

are highly 

motivated and 

have lively, 

thought 

provoking 

discussions.” 
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“My favorite 

thing about 

teaching Honors 

so far is the 

creativity of my 

students…” 



standing the material.  Visits 

to Prague, Czech Republic, 

Krakow, Poland, and Vienna, 

Austria are planned.  There is 

also a free weekend in which 

you can visit one of the sur-

rounding countries if you 

would like (I recommend 

Budapest, Hungary)!  If you 

have any other questions, 

Looking for an experience of 

a lifetime?  Then study 

abroad in the Czech Repub-

lic!  While there, you will 

take an international studies 

class and can take up to two 

psychology courses.  Not 

only will you be taking class, 

but field excursions are 

planned to help with under-

you may contact myself at 

kmmorrison@valdosta.edu . 

 The new organization S.T.R.E.N.G.T.H. 

stands for Students to Roadblock, End, 

and Nullify Global Trafficking of Hu-

mans. It has been formed in response to 

the growing international phenomenon of 

human trafficking. Currently, there are an 

estimated 800,000 people held in slavery 

around the world, 200.000 of those are in 

the United States alone.  The creators of 

S.T.R.E.N.G.T.H feel that our generation 

is the future of policy making, so we are 

the ones who can abolish this travesty.  

 The members of S.T.R.E.N.G.T.H 

will participate in awareness campaigns, 

fundraising projects, and other activities 

to engage and inform everyone on the 

VSU campus about our cause. We want 

to educate people on how to identify hu-

man trafficking in action and give a voice 

to every victim.  

G e t  I n v o l v e d  W i t h  H o n o r s  

 

T u t o r  a t  S . L .  m a s o n  

S t u d y  I n  t h e  C z e c h  R e p u b l i c  

J o i n  S . T . R . E . N . G . T . H  

By Jennifer West 
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“There are 

800,000 people 

held in slavery 

around the world, 

200,000 in the 

US alone…” 

I 
nterested in helping the youth of our na-

tion?  In making a difference in the life of 

a child?  In having a great time?  Then try 

tutoring at S. L. Mason Elementary!  Tu-

toring here is a great way to help a child and 

have a good time.  All that is needed is for you 

to contact the assistant principal, Mrs. Chappuis, 

with the day you would like to visit, what time 

you can arrive, and how long you can stay.  She 

will then match you up with a student who 

needs help in one of their classes.  Please con-

tact here at chappuis@gocats.org .  She is look-

ing forward to another great year with tutors! 

mailto:kmmorrison@valdosta.edu
mailto:chappuis@gocats.org


S p r i n g  2 0 1 0  E v e n t s  

Chocolate Day 

 The annual chocolate day will be held February 9th.  Anyone interested in bringing a chocolate creation should contact Mrs. Robinson.  

 See contact information above. 

Bartram Award  

 Applications are due February 12th.  Please see the VSU Honors website for more details. 

Bailey Scholarship 

 http://www.valdosta.edu/honors/baileyscholarship.shtml 

Georgia Collegiate Honors Council 

 February 26 and 27, 2010 at Georgia College and State University in Milledgeville, GA.  Abstracts are due to Dr. Nikolova by January 

 27th through email submission.  More information can be found at the following website: www.maconstate.edu/gchc.info.aspx 

Southern Regional Conference  

 March 25-27 in Greenville, SC.  Abstracts are dues to Dr. Nikolova by January 27th through email submission.  More information can be 

 found at the following website: www.srhconline.org/ 

Pizza with a Professor 

 Check out www.valdosta.edu/honors for information to come soon! 

HSA Activities 

 Be on the lookout for many fun and exciting activities throughout the semester! 

Symposium for Undergraduate Research 

 April  15th-16th at Valdosta State University.  Abstracts are due on March 3rd.  See the website for more details. 

Spring Recognition Ceremony 

 April 20th at 7pm in the UC Theater.  The ceremony will celebrate Honors student achievements, scholarship recipients, and the graduating 

 seniors. 
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VSU Honors Program 
1500 N. Patterson Street 

Valdosta, GA 31698 
Phone: 229-249-4894 

Fax: 229-219-1396 
E-mail: honors@valdosta.edu 

Website: www.valdosta.edu/honors 

Benefits of joining HSA include numerous 

opportunities to be involved in community 

service and social events.  For more informa-

tion look for VSU’s Honors Student Associa-

tion on facebook and check out their website. 

H S A  W a n t s  Y o u !  

http://www.valdosta.edu/honors
http://www.valdosta.edu/honors/baileyscholarship.shtml
http://www.maconstate.edu/gchc/info.aspx
htt://www.srhconline.org/
http://www.valdosta.edu/cas/cur/symposium/index.shtml

