VALDOSTA STATE UNIVERSITY HONORS PROGRAM

THE HONORA

VOLUME 2D, ISSUE 1 FALL 2008

From the Director’s Desk

Dr. Nikolova

. . Recognition:
HonorsProgram HelpsBring I nternational
Scholarsand Artiststo Campus Dr. Ofelia Nikolova

Honors Program Director
Thisfdl, weat the Honors Program have been
very busy working with several other departments
and clubsacrosscampusand inthe stateto bring
toVSU renowned International scholarsand
artists. Asyou al know, our Program isdedicated Mrs. Jane Robinson
Dr. Ofelia Nikolova to interdisciplinary education and welove cooper- Program Secretary
ating with other entitieson campusand beyond, in
order to provideyou, our students, with great experiences. Seizethese

Ashlie Braswell
Student Assistant,
Webmaster, Editor-in-Chief

Honors 2008-2009
Executive Officers:

unique opportunitiesfor interdisciplinary enrichment and exposureto Presitdent: Jay Prosser
leading examplesof international art and thought. Don’t missany of the \Vice President: Ray Barrett
eventswe have planned for you! Secretary: Laura Smmons

Treasurer: TimMalone

Quiteafew of you aready enjoyed French author and scholar
Daniel Royot’slecture. Read about it in aseparate articleinthisissue of

theHONORA.

From The Director 1-2
TheHonors program, along withtheModern and Classical Lan-
guages Department and other groups on campus, isco-sponsoring thevisit || Fall Events 2
of Maestro Fran'cwe dePaulasal e, aworl d-'renowned acoustic gui t.ar L etter from Marburg 3
player from Spain. Maestro Soler will lecturein several classesand will
perform aconcert entitled “ The Poet of the Guitar, A Musical Journey Tobi Lovelace 3
through the Hispanic World,” scheduled for Saturday, October 18 at 7:30 .
p.m. inWhitehead Auditorium. Maestro Soler’ svisitispart of the Hispanic | | JessicaTucker 3
Heritage M onth cel ebration organized by MCL. Spotl:ight on.. 45
On Monday, October 27, one of thebest ensemblesof balalayka || rrench Scholar 5
playerswill visit V SU aspecial guestsof theHonors program. Hailing
from Syktyvkar, Russia, thegroup’svisitisbeing arranged withthehelp of || Open House 6
the USG Consortiaand Bainbridge College. These Russian musicianshave HSA Update 6
mesmerized audiencesall over theworldincluding France, Germany, the
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Brazil, Tunisia, and theformer

Yugodavia They will discusstheir homeland and the history of their folk
instrumentsinalectureinthe UC Theater a 7 p.m. A concertimmediately
followsthelectureandisopentothepublic.
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From the Directors Desk: Continued

Finaly, the Honors Program has partnered with the Phil osophy and Religious Studies Club to sponsor a
concert and severa lectureson campus by EshaBandyopadhaya, aworld-renowned Indian musician. For
Bandyopadhaya, musicisfundamentally spiritual experience. Inher words, “My pursuitsinart and music
have always been the magic wand through my life. Theexperienceof listening, learning and performing
music hasnaturally had asoothing impact and brought aspecia insight into my philosophy of life. The sound
waves moving withinthe body and emanating from themouth are the expression of theentirebeing. Itis
Sadhanaor meditationitself.” Ms. Bandyopadhaya slecture and concert are scheduled for Tuesday,

October 28 at 7:30 p.m.in Pound Hall (North Campus—the L angdale Business Schoal).

Fall Events. Freshmen Colloquium and Convocation
Ashlie Braswell, Webmaster to the Honors Program

Two trademark eventsof theV SU Honors Program arethe Freshmen Collo-
quiumand the Fall Convocation. ThisFall, they went off without ahitch. Detailed prepa-
rationswere done by the Honors Student Association , Honorsfaculty and staff. The
purpose of these eventsisto welcometheincoming students, to promote camaraderie,
and set exampleto the V SU campusof enthusiasm for our wonderful program.

On Sunday, August 17, 2008 the Honors Program and the Honors Student
Association hosted the Fourth Fall Honors Freshman Coll ogquium sponsored by the
Officeof Student Affairs. The Colloquiumtook placeinthe University Center and
featured SoniaNazario’'sPulitzer Prizewinning book Enrique’sJourney. A record number of incoming
Honorsfreshmen —seventy-six - showed up for theevent. Dr. OféliaNikolova, Director of the Honors
Program wel comed the new students. The Dean of Arts& Sciences, Dr. Connie Richardsintroduced Dr.
Susan Wehling, Associ ate Professor of Spanish from the Department of Modern and Classical Languages
asthekeynote speaker for theevent. Dr. Wehling delivered astirring addressentitled “ Immigration and
Us’. Onbehaf of HSA, Jay Prosser, itsnew President, gave away some enticing door prizes. Small
breakout sessionswere then formed wherethe students, along with two faculty leaders, discussed their
thoughtson Enrique’ sJourney. Inadditionto Dr. Richards, Dr. Wehling, and Dr. Nikolova, thefollowing
faculty volunteered their time asdiscussion leaders, Dr. DennisBogyo, Professor of Biology Emeritus, Dr.
Byron Brown, Professor of English, Dr. Michagl Davey, Associate Professor of English, Dr. Brian
Ring, Associate Professor of Biology. Afterwards, the studentswereinvited to cometo areception at the
Honorshousefor further discussionand mingling.

TheHonors Convaocation brought together more than one hundred and twenty Honors students,
representatives of the Honorsfaculty, andV SU administrators. Dr. OfeliaNikolova, director of the Honors
Program, gave someopening remarksDr. LouisLevy, Vice President for AcademicAffairsgreeted the
Honors studentsand wished them asuccessful start. Dr. ConnieRichards, the new Dean of the College of
Artsand Sciences also addressed the students and introduced the keynote speaker, Dr. Michael Baun. His
stimulating talk entitled “ To Europe, from Americaand Back” discussed the European Union and what this
cooperation of nationsmeansfor usasAmerican citizens. A reception was held afterwardswere cookies
and refreshmentswere served.
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Grf3e von Marburg!

W. Jake Newsome, ACES “ Foreign Correspondent”

Greetingsfrom Marburg to my fellow Autonomous Coalition of Exceptiona Schol-
ars! For thosewho may not know me, | served asHSA Vice-President |ast year,
2007-2008. However, | amnot at V SU thisyear; instead, | am participatingin ayear-
long | SEPexchange program to Marburg, Germany. So, | suppose! will beacting as
HSA's* Foreign Correspondent” for the next year.

Thecity of Marburgisavery historic one, located about an hour’strain ride north of Frankfurt, in
the German state of Hesse. Theuniversity that I’ m attending, Philipps-Universitét Marburg, wasfoundedin
1527 andistheoldest Protestant university intheworld. Philipps-Universitét isworld renownedfor its
medical and science programs (thefirst ever Nobel Prizefor Medicinewasawarded to one of itsprofes-
sors), but it a so boastsavery strong Humanities department. [tstwo most famous students (to Americans,
anyway) werethe Brothers Grimm.

| will begin studying history in mid-October when the semester begins. Until then, | will bebrushing
up on my German by taking language classesevery day, becauseal of my classeswill betaught in German!

Thecity itsalf isvery beautiful, but itsdominant focal point isthelarge castle perched on top of the
hill. What an amazing sight! About 50,000 peopleliveat the heart of Marburg, and the university has about
20,000 students; so you can seethat Marburg, likeVa dosta, isdefinitely auniversity city!

| have heard from several peoplethat theA CES are off to agood start therein Valdosta. | wishthe
officersthebest of luck, and all of you much luck throughout the semester.

Until nexttime,
Tschiisd!

The Honors Program Welcomes a New Graduate Assistant: Tobi Lovelace

_Ashlie Braswell, Webmaster to the Honors Program _
TheHonorsProgram isproud to welcome our new Graduate assistant, Tobi

Lovelace. Tobi findsher homein Fayetteville, GA . Shegraduated fromthe University
of GeorgiainAthenin 2008 with adegreein Family and Consumer Sciences

with amgjor in Child and Family development. She camestraight from getting her
undergraduate degreeinto Graduate school hereat V SU. When asked about the
Honorsprogram shesaid, “| think the Honorsprogramisagrest placefor anintimate
learning environment and hel psthe studentsfeel more of aconnectionwith other
studentsand their professors.”

The Honors Program Welcomes a New Student Assistant: Jessica Tucker
Ashlie Braswell, Webmaster to the Honors Program
TheHonors Program hasrecently had awonderful additionto thefamily. Weare proud to
say that we have anew student assi stant through the work-study program, JessicaTucker.
A nativeof Moultrie, Georgia, Jessicaisajunior seekingaB.A inmusic. Sheisvery active
inthemarching band here at Val dosta State University. Jessicahasbeen playing the
clarinet for nineyearsandiscurrently one of thefirst clarinetsinthe marching band.
Working at theHonorsHouseis her first experiencein thework-study program. She says

that theHonorsHouseis*" agreat placeto work. We have alot of fun while getting thingsdone.”
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Spotlight On...

Welcome Our New Honors Professor s!

Dr. Napoleon Bamfo, anative of Ghana, hasbeen teaching at VSU since 1993. He
received hisPhD in Political Scienceat the University of Georgiain 1992. Dr. Bamfois
currently involved in severa research projectsincluding oneon therecent electionsin
Zimbabwe. When asked about his experiencewith the Honors studentshe says, “ Teach-
ing Honors students has been apleasure. Students are attentive, invol ved and committed.
I noticelessclassabsenceson averagethaninregular classes. Classdiscussonismore
in-depth. Studentsexpressthemsalveswith lessinhibition. Theclassissmall and thereis

agreater intimacy. [...]”

Dr. Rick Carpenter wasborninarural townwest of Charlotte, North Carolina. He
holdsaMA in English Literatureand aPh.D. in Rhetoric and Composition. Dr. Carpen-
ter hastaught al levelsof students, from seventh gradersto college. Histeaching and
research interestsinclude popular culture, eectronic literacy, and genretheory. Dr.
Carpenter hasan article coming out soon inthejournal Computersand Composition
that explores connections between genre theory and literacy practicesin electronic
environments. When asked about teaching Honors classeshe said, “ Thissemester ismy
first timeteaching Honorsclasseshereat VV SU, and | am thoroughly enjoying theexperience! My students
aresimply awesome, reflecting, | believe, thequality of both our Honors Program and the students here at
VSU ingenera. What | especidly appreciate about my Honors studentsistheir willingness—indeed,
eagerness—to explorenew intellectua terrain. [...] They aremoreintrigued rather than nervouswhen | start
classby discussing semioticsinstead of, say, thefive-paragraph theme.” Dr. Carpenter would “ absolutely”

teach more Honors coursesif offered the opportunity.

Dr. Brian Ring received hisBSin biology and Ph.D. in molecular geneticsfrom Florida
Sate University. Hehasworked in several postdoctora positionsbeforejoiningtheV SU
faculty in2006. Currently, hisresearch focuses on genetic mechanismsthat control the
uniquereproductivebiology of theworld'sonly hermaphroditic vertebrate, themangrove
Killifish. SaysDr. Ring about hisBIOL 1951H HonorsCellular Processesclass“| really
enjoy every bit of it, from our group discussion stylelectureto thelaboratory. Itisa
refreshing experienceto teach non-maorsin an enriched environment of philosophical
thought and perspective on the subject matter of the basic unit of life, thecell. TheHonors
studentsin my course have reminded methat there are many questionsto be answered about life at the
cdlular level and quitefrankly inspiremeto learn moreabout thefield.” Dr, Ring findsthat “Honors classes
aredifferentinthat thetypical structure of lecture, exam, and grade, are more enjoyablewhen the professor
and studentswork together to learn the material and inquire beyond thetypical fact-based structure of
learning to expand their knowledgetogether.” Dr. Ring enjoyshisBIOL 1951H and would liketo start a

BIOL 2010H for majorsin Biology at some point.
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Dr. Donna Sewell received her undergraduate and master’ sdegreesfrom Val dosta State
Collegeand aPhD from Florida State University. When asked about her experience
teaching Honorsclassesshe says, “ | enjoy teaching Honors students. They areagood
group of very bright and engaging students. | can expect moreof them. [...] ” Dr. Sewell
hasapreferencefor teaching the ENGL 1101H over her current ENGL 1102H, but says

many Honors students bypassit because of AP credit.

Dr. DennisBogyo, Professor of Biology Emeritus, hasrecently entered what helikesto
cal a“trangtion period.” Theword“retirement” doesnot suit himat al. Although heis
. officially retired, heisstill teaching several honorscourses. Dr. Bogyo, bornin Hungary,
¥4 received hisB.Sin Chemistry from Earlham College. Later, hewent ontoget hisPh.D in

' Pharmacology from Suny at the State University of New York at Buffalo. Hehasdone
many research projectsin various aspectsof science. Two of the many subjectsthisbrilliant
= mind hasdoneresearchiscancer and bioethics. Before hisretiring in 2008, Dr. Bogyo was
an active member of thefaculty for twenty-five years, twenty of which hetaught honors
classesaong withregular biology classes. Heenjoysthesmall classsizesand theflexibility that honors
classesoffer. Thisperiodin hislifehesays, “feelsnormd. | amlooking forward to continuing teaching. | am
abig believer in the humanitiesand aliberal artseducation. The Honors program alowsmeto pursuethese
beliefs.” TheHonors program strongly hopesthat Dr. Bogyo’snew officein the HonorsHouse stays

occupied for along timeto come.

Valdosta Sate Hosts a French Scholar: Daniel Royot
Ashlie Braswell, Webmaster to the Honors Program

Thursday, October 2, 2008 the M agnoliaRoom of the University Center at

Va dostaState University wasfull of eager studentsand vV SU faculty tolistentoa
thought-provoking, and entertaining speech entitled “ Bald Eagleand Rooster: The
Paradox of Americanization and Anti-Americanismin France.” Thisspeechwas
given by Dr. Daniel Royot, Professor Emeritusof American Literatureand Civiliza
tion from Sorbonne Nouvelle, Paris. Astold by thetitle, the speech explored the
relations between France and the United Statesthroughout the past three centuries.
After the speech, picturesfrom French school bookson United StatesHistory
were shown to givetheaudience adifferent perspective of our country. Thefloor
wasthen opened to questionsfor Dr. Royot. Refreshmentswere provided at the conclusion of thetalk. The
next day, Friday October 3, 2008, aluncheon washeldin honor of Dr. Royot and hiswife. Thisluncheon
provided amoreintimate environment for the participanting 15 Honors studentsto get to know the Royot
family and ask more questions. The participants al so were able to enjoy deliciousfood and dessert provided
by VSU catering. These eventswere sponsored by the Honors Program and the English Department of
VadostaState University. Wewould liketo thank Drs. Mark Smith, David Buehrer, and Michagl Davey

from the Department of Englishfor their he pwith the Royot visit.
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The Honors Program Holds an Open House
Ashlie Braswell, Webmaster to the Honors Program

On Tuesday September 30, 2008 the
HonorsProgram held an Open House.
Many excellent studentscameto see
how the Honors Program would enhance
their academic career at ValdostaState
University. Many membersof thepro-
gram cameto help answer any questions
that where brought by theinquisitive
minds of the prospective Honors students. The Honors Program
wouldliketothank all of the curious studentsthat came out to see
what thisprogram hasto offer. Approximately fifty prospective
Honors Students showed up out of whom twenty applied and were
accepted into the program. Also, the program would liketo giveabig
thank you to the current membersthat cameto help out. And yet
again, thank you Ms. Robinson for shopping for supplies, setting up
therefreshment table. Many special thanksgo to Jay Prosser, the
president of the Honors Student A ssociation and Dod Parrillawho

gavetheorientation sessions!

An Update from the HSA
Jay Prosser, President of the HSA,and Ashlie Braswell, Webmaster to the
Honors Program
The Honors Student Association (HSA) wasrepresented at the 17t
annud “TheHappening”, which took place Thursday August 28,
2008 ontheV SU campus. Many other organizationsfrom the
university and businessesin the surrounding areaparticipated inthe
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event. The purpose of “TheHappening” isto connect the students of
VadostaState University to thecommunity of Vadosta, GA and to
the on-campus organi zations. One other big event going onfor the
HSA thisyear isthe Haunted House Project that iscoming to fruition
under thedirection of Michael Holman. Thiswill betaking placethe
week of Halloween at the Honors House. Come and seethe HSA
turn the Honors Houseinto something truly spooky. Keep and eye
out for advertisements and announcements on the Honorswebsite.
TheHSA isaso getting involved intutoringwith S.L Mason and the
V.E.C.A programinValdosta City Schools. Findly, the Georgia
Collegiate Honors Conference (GCHC) israpidly approaching. All
Honors students are strongly encouraged to submit papersand/or
posters. Thisyear we arethe proud hosts of the conference.L et us
show off our brain power to the entire state of Georgia.

Announcements

Comeseethe HSA turntheHonors
Houseinto aHaunted House!

Don't Forget to Register - Check
Your
E-Mail for Class SeatsAvailable!

ComeByYy and Takeal ook at the
Honors House Seasona Decorations!

Cometo our distiguished lecture
seried




