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MUSC 7020 – Graduate Survey in Music 

History  

 

Valdosta State University Department of Music 

Fall 2012 

About MUSC 7020 

About the Course 

 

MUSC 7020 – A 

History of Music from ancient times to the present 

3-0-3 

Fine Arts 261   MWF 2:00-2:50 p.m. 

Department of Music 

College of the Arts 

Valdosta State University 

 

MUSC 7020 – Graduate Music History Survey: Ancient to Contemporary, is a one-semester course 
on the history and literature of music in Europe and the United States. It will be taught by:  

Dr. Susan Eischeid 
Office: Music Annex Building 
Office Hours: TH 2:30 p.m., MWF 7:00 a.m., or by appointment 
Phone: (229) 333-5815 
E-mail: seischei@valdosta.edu  
 
 
This semester, we will trace the history of music from Antiquity through to the present day.  
During the course, you will become familiar with a repertoire of many pieces of music, chosen to 
illustrate the various genres and styles that emerged years of continual change. We will also study 
the historical context and social functions of these pieces and the circumstances under which they 
were performed.  

By the end of the semester, you should be able to recognize and describe the most important 
genres and musical styles, including the individual styles of several composers, and to place 
composers, pieces, styles, and genres in an historical time frame.   
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Texts 

Hanning, Barbara Russano.  Concise History of Western Music, 4th Edition.  NY: Norton &  

 Company, Inc., 2010. 

  ISBN:  978-0-393-93251-5 

       Burkholder, Palisca.  Norton Recorded Anthology of Western Music, Concise Version (6  

  Compact Discs)    NY: Norton & Company, Inc.,  

      2010.   ISBN:  9-780393-113129 

 

Required out-of-class activities: 

 

 Reading and Listening assignments, assigned performance and academic projects. 

 

Course Objectives 

Read this section carefully. It explains in detail what you are expected to accomplish during the 
semester and how you will be tested.  This is made explicit so that you know what to expect and 
what is expected of you.  

The goal of the class is to enrich your experience of and knowledge about music by exploring the 
music of the past and the circumstances and values of the cultures that produced it. By 
understanding music in its historical context and learning about its inherent value within a certain 
culture and time, you will become more sensitive to its meanings and to how to interpret and 
perform it.  

With this as an overall goal, we will focus on developing a specific set of skills. By the end of this 
semester, you should be able to hear or see the music of an unfamiliar piece from Europe and  

1. compare it to other pieces from its period,  
2. recognize its genre,  
3. describe its principal stylistic features,  
4. suggest a possible composer and approximate date of composition,  
5. place it in an historical context,  

 
To do this, you need to have acquired and organized a certain amount of information.  

 First, you must be familiar with representative pieces from each period. You will be 
expected to identify pieces by hearing or by sight, name their genre, composer, and date, 
and discuss significant features of the music.  

 Second, you must know terms and concepts important to this music. You will be expected 
to recognize, define, and use significant terms and concepts introduced in the readings or 
lectures.  

 Third, you must be aware of the genres and musical styles (including styles of individual 
composers) practiced during each period and be sensitive to their history. You should be 
able to describe genres and musical styles, to explain how these genres and styles changed 
over time or from one group of composers to another, and to identify the genre, salient 
stylistic traits, and likely composer and date of an unfamiliar piece of music.  

 

All of these skills will be practiced in class discussions and tested on the examinations, which will 
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include listening and score identification of known and unknown musical works, identification of 
important terms, names, and concepts, and essays. There may be occasional quizzes on reading 
and other assignments.  

In addition, over the course of the semester, you will be assigned six research/performance 
projects which will be averaged together to form 30% of your final grade.   Completion of these 
projects will show that you can use the skills acquired in this class and in your previous training as 
a musician and scholar to practically realize specific skills and demonstrate through performance 
or scholarship mastery of the concept or historical premise.  

 

Assignments: 
 

 Required reading assignments from the text and other sources including library holdings and 
the internet 

 Required listening assignments from material on reserve, library holdings, and the internet 

 Individual and Team in-class research reports 

 Six academic/performance projects assigned by the instructor 

 Other assignments as needed to accomplish the course objectives 

 One research paper and presentation 

 

Grading: 

The course grade is calculated from grades on each aspect of the class, weighted as follows:  
  
 Two Examinations    (each one 20%)  

       40% 
o Multiple choice 
o Listening and score identification 
o Short answer 
o Essay 
o Listening 
o Identification 

 
 Six Performance/Research Projects     30% 
 One research paper/presentation     30% 
 
There will be no make-up examinations given for any reason.   Professor reserves the right to 
consider alternatives in extraordinary cases only.    Any performance/research projects not 
submitted in the required class on the due date will not be accepted at a later date or time and 
will be counted as a 0%. 
 
The course grading scale is: 
 90 – 100 %  A 
 80 – 89 %  B 
 70 – 79 %  C 
 60 – 69 %  D 
 0 – 59 %  F 
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Course Expectations 

 

o The class will meet each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 2:00 – 2:50 am in Room 
261 of the Fine Arts Building except on VSU approved holidays or other dates 
designated as work periods by the instructor.     

o In order for the instructor to submit class grades in a timely manner, the 
research/performance projects will be due on the specified dates given with each 
assignment.  Late projects will not be accepted and will be counted as 0 %.  It is NOT 
possible to receive an incomplete in this class for failure to submit any project on time. 

 

You are responsible for the assigned readings in your textbook as listed on the syllabus, assigned 
listening and score selections, and outside source materials provided by the instructor.  

The topics and assignments for each class day are listed in the course calendar found in the 
syllabus.  You are expected to complete the assigned reading and listening  prior to the lecture or 
section devoted to each topic.  

Lectures will not simply repeat what is said in the texts, but will supplement and reinforce the 
material. Examinations will cover material from both the texts and the lectures.  

You should plan to spend at least eight hours each week reading the texts, listening to the music, 
answering study questions, and reviewing. Keep up with the assignments, and do not wait to cram 
for the exams. You are advised to listen to each assigned piece several times, both when we first 
consider it and again when preparing for the exams. The better you know these pieces, the easier 
it will be to identify and discuss them on exams, to identify and discuss similar works we have not 
studied (the "unknown" listening excerpts on exams), and to write essays in which the pieces serve 
as examples for broader issues.  

Occasionally an outside assignment will be required.  Failure to complete these will result in 3 
points being deducted from your final course grade. 

 
CLASSROOM POLICIES 

 

 Attendance 

The University expects that all students shall regularly attend all scheduled class 

meetings held for instruction or examination. . . . All students are held responsible 

for knowing the specific attendance requirements as prescribed by their instructors 

and for the satisfactory make-up work missed by absences. A student who misses 

more than 20% of the scheduled classes of a course will be subject to receive a 

failing grade in the course.  

 

 Dr. Eischeid’s Attendance Policy: 

 

For every three unexcused absences the student’s final grade average will be lowered 

by three points.  Any excused absences must be supplemented with a valid 

physician’s letter or suitable documentation as determined by the professor. 
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Regardless of any grading: 

   0-3 absences, the highest grade you are eligible to receive is an  

A. 

   4-5 absences, the highest grade you are eligible to receive is a B. 

   6-7 absences, the highest grade you are eligible to receive is a C. 

   8-9 absences, the highest grade you are eligible to receive is a D. 

   10 or more absences, you automatically fail the course. 

 

At my discretion, three episodes of tardiness will comprise one absence.  A tardy is 

defined as any late arrival into class five minutes after the assigned class hour. 

 

  I reserve the right to waive elements of this policy under special  

circumstances. 

 

Any day you are late or absent, please get class notes from one or more classmates. You are 
responsible for knowing the content of every class, including announcements and assignments. 
The Instructor cannot take responsibility for filling you in on what you missed.  

 

 

Electronic Devices 

 

There will be NO electronic devices allowed in class for any reason. (Including 

iPods, Ear buds, headphones, laptop/notebook computers, etc. etc.) If a student is 

caught using any sort of device he/she will be asked to leave class immediately.  All 

cell phones and other paging devices must be turned off before entering class.  Any 

student who allows a cell phone to ring, and thereby to disrupt class, will have ten 

points taken from his/her next exam grade.  Any student caught texting during class 

will have 10 points deducted from their next exam grade and be asked to leave the 

room.    These devices are a distraction to a positive learning environment and may 

result in missed instruction or distraction to your colleagues.  They have also been 

linked to misconduct during exams. 

 

Accommodation 

 

Students requesting classroom accommodations or modifications due to a 

documented disability must contact the Access Office for Students with Disabilities 

located in room 1115 Nevins Hall. The phone numbers are 245-2498 (V/VP) and 

219-1348 (TTY). 

Medical Conditions, Religious Holidays, and Other Issues Affecting Course Work 

If you have a diagnosed medical condition that affects your ability to perform standard college-
level work such as papers and examinations, please inform your instructors of this situation as 
soon as possible.  It is important that reasonable modifications of the work be made as soon as 
possible to meet these situations.  

Similarly, if an examination or assignment is scheduled on a religious holiday you observe, or 
conflicts with a School of Music ensemble engagement or a major professional obligation, please 
inform Dr. Eischeid during the first two weeks of class so that reasonable accommodations can be 
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made. 

Course Evaluation 

The student should submit an online course evaluation at the conclusion of the semester of study. 

Academic Integrity 

It is your responsibility to know and understand Valdosta State University's policies, procedures, 
and penalties regarding academic integrity.  Negligence or ignorance of a policy will not be 
accepted as an excuse for violation of the policy.  

Dr. Eischeid’s Academic Integrity Policy: 

 

Because research and subsequent document submission for a grade comprises a 

segment of this course, there will be a zero tolerance policy for cheating and/or 

plagiarism. 

At any time, if a violation is discovered and confirmed, that assignment will be 

reduced in grade value to zero and will be computed into the final grade as such. 

Continued violations will result in a report to the Dean of Students accompanied by 

appropriate documentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portions of this syllabus are adapted from “About Music History” by Professor Peter Burkhalter at 
Indiana University 
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MUSC  7020 - A              COURSE CALENDAR 

 

**THESE DATES AND TOPICS MAY BE 

SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT THE DISCRETION 

OF THE INSTRUCTOR** 
 

                                  FALL 2009 

Day Date Chapter Topic Reading 

M  August 13  Class Orientation; Introduction  

W  August 15 1 Music in Antiquity pp. 16-27 

F   August 17 2 Chant and Secular Song Middle Ages pp. 28-50 

M Aug. 20 3 Polyphony through 13
th

 century pp. 51-67 

W Aug.22 4 French/Italian Music 14
th

 Century pp. 68-84 

F Aug. 24  Middle Ages  

M Aug. 27  Chant projects Due  

W Aug. 29 5 Renaissance pp. 95-107 

F Aug. 31 6 Franco-Flemish pp. 108-124 

M Sept. 3 NO CLASS – 

LABOR DAY 

  

W Sept. 5 7 Secular Song/Instrumental pp. 126-150 

F Sept. 7 8 Sacred Music pp. 152-167 

M Sept. 10  Renaissance projects Due  

W Sept. 12 9 Early Baroque/Opera PP. 182-199 

F Sept. 14 NO CLASS – VSO   

M Sept. 17 10 Vocal Music pp. 200-214 

W Sept. 19 11 Rise of Instrumental Music pp. 216-240 

F 

M 

Sept. 21 

Sept. 24 

12 

13 

Late 17
th

 Century 

Early 18
th

 Century 

pp. 242-260 

pp. 263-300 

 

W Sept. 26 Bq. Ornamentations Class performances  

F Sept. 28 EXAM I Middle Ages – 

Renaissance - 

Baroque 

M Oct. 1 14` Early Classic Period pp. 314-329 

W Oct. 3 15 Instrumental Music pp. 330-340 

F Oct. 5 16 Haydn & Mozart pp. 342-375 

M Oct. 8 NO CLASS PROJECT WORK DAY  

W Oct.10 16 Haydn & Mozart  

 

F Oct. 12 17 Beethoven pp. 376-396 

W Oct. 17  Classical projects ` 

F Oct. 19 18 Early Romantic Period pp. 411-440 

M Oct. 22 19 Opera 19
th

 Century pp. 442-471 
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W Oct. 24 20 Later Romantics pp. 472-491 

F Oct. 26  WAGNER  

M Oct. 29 21 Late 19
th

 Century pp. 494-514 

W Oct. 31 Romantic Projects   

F Nov. 2 NO CLASS PROJECT WORK TIME  

M Nov. 5 22 Early 20
th

 Century pp. 530-563 

W Nov. 7 23 Music & politics pp. 555-584 

F Nov. 9 23 Shostakovich/Stalin “  “ 

M Nov. 12 24 American 20
th

 century pp. 585-620 

W Nov. 14 25 Music since 1945 pp. 621-657 

F Nov.  16 NO CLASS VSO  

M Nov. 19 NO CLASS  Project Work Day  

MWF Nov. 26-30 CLASS 

PRESENTATIONS 

  

M Dec. 3 EXAM II Classical-Romantic-Twentieth Century  

 


