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EDUCATION

Ph.D
   2006
University of Maryland, College Park




Curriculum and Instruction—reading, writing, literacy




Dissertation: “Showing Them Who I Am”:  Identity, Place and




Performance in Seventh Grade Literacy Discussions

M.A.
   1991
Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa




English, emphasis in rhetoric and composition





reading teacher endorsement

B.A.
   1986
University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, Iowa




English, Teacher certification English (7-12)

PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT 

Assistant Professor, Middle and Secondary Education, August 2007-present 

Valdosta State University, Valdosta, Georgia. 


•Designed and taught content literacy courses to preservice teachers


•Designed and taught children’s literature courses to preservice teachers


•Supervised student teachers in grades six through twelve

  Designed and taught graduate education and reading courses 

Assistant, Associate and Full Professor of English, August 1992-August 2007

Northern Virginia Community College, Woodbridge, Virginia.


•Taught adolescent and children’s literature courses designed for  teacher 


 
  recertification credits and pre-service teachers.  


•Designed and taught courses in American Literature incorporating 

  
 
  contemporary literary criticism.


•Designed and taught courses in freshman composition and advanced


  composition for college sophomores.  
 


•Developed and taught developmental reading and writing courses  


•Designed and taught distance courses in writing and literature using 


  Blackboard.          

Graduate Teaching Assistant, August 2002-December 2005

University of Maryland, College Park


•Designed and taught courses on content area reading for preservice 


   teachers in secondary education program.


•Designed and taught education course on children’s literature  

English Instructor, August 1991-July 1992

Kishwaukee College, Malta, Illinois


• Designed and taught sophomore British Literature courses

• Taught courses in freshman composition


• Developed and taught courses in developmental writing and reading 


• Taught developmental reading and writing courses.

English Instructor, 1990

Des Moines Area Community College, Ankeny, Iowa


• Taught freshman composition classes


• Planned and taught study skills classes
Teaching Assistant, Fall 1989-Spring 1990
Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa


• Planned and taught expository writing and argumentative writing 
courses

Teaching Assistant, Summers 1989-1991

Upward Bound Program, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa


• Assisted instructor in teaching English to high school students


• Led small group discussions and peer writing workshops


• Tutored students individually

English Teacher, August 1986-May 1989

Johnston High School, Johnston, Iowa  


• Taught ninth grade English, drama, and journalism.


• Designed and wrote curriculum for each course.


• Directed the fall and spring plays


• Advised the high school yearbook staff

CURRENT COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS


 Academic disciplinary committee

Library Committee


Women’s and Gender Studies Advisory Board

             Georgia Reading Association Grants and Research Committee
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS


• American Education Research Association


• International Reading Association


• National Reading Conference


• National Council of Teachers of English


• Children’s Literature Association

PUBLICATIONS

Smith, A. (2006).  Negotiating control and protecting the private:  History 


teachers and the Virginia Standards of Learning.  In S.  Grant (Ed.). Measuring history: Cases 
of state-level testing across the United States (pp. 221–247).  Greenwich, CT:  Information 
Age Publishing. 

Smith, A.M. (2002) Review of Garan, Elaine M “Resisting Reading Mandates: How to Triumph 
With the Truth” Education Review, http://edrev.asu.edu/brief/nov03.html#5 

Smith, A.M.  (2001).  Confronting academic reading and writing.  Teaching English in the Two-Year 
College, 28 (4), p.421.



GRANTS

2007-08 “Expository and Persuasive Writing Across the Curriculum.”  Partnership grant with 


Valdosta city schools, Georgia Department of Education.  $30,000.  
CONFERENCE PAPERS/PRESENTATIONS

A Normal Girl’s Best Friend, presented at Children’s Literature Association Conference, June 


2008, Normal, Illinois.  

Reflective Questioning During Educational Apprenticeships to Effect Change, presented at 

 
International Conference on Teaching and Learning, April 2008, Jacksonville,


Florida.  
Identity and Performance in Students’ Interpretations of Quality Literacy Learning in Class 
Discussions presented at American Educational Research Association annual meeting, 

April 
2007.

Re-cast(e)ing mother:  Surrogate mothers, gender and social class in “Because of Winn-Dixie,” 
presented at  Children’s Literature Association Conference, June 2004, Fresno, CA. 

Negotiating control and protecting the private:  History teachers and the Virginia standards of 
Learning presented at American Educational Research Association annual meeting, April 
2003.

Stepping into the portfolio process:  When should developmental writing teachers put grades on 
student Papers?  Presented at Southeastern conference of Teaching English in the Two-

Year College, February, 1997.

