MINUTES OF THE MEETING

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE


The College of Education Executive Committee met on Thursday, January 10, 2008, at 8:30 a.m. in Room 235 in the Education Center with Dean Gunter presiding.  Members present were:  Drs. McGahee, Corbin, Myers-Jennings, Hilgert, Lee, Bauer, Griffin, Reffel, Leech, Martinez, Stanley, Gerber, Hull, Gladwin, Mr. Pearce, and Ms. Roberts.

Dean Gunter announced that some VSU departmental credit cards will be audited at random during the month of January.  He also announced that Dr. David Hill will assume Dr. Fran Watkins’ position at PSC; Dr. Hill is a former Educational Leadership faculty member from West Georgia.  Dean Gunter announced that Dr. Lee and he had met the new Executive Secretary of PSC, Mr. Kelly Henson, during a recent meeting at PSC.  Mr. Henson is the former superintendent of schools for Floyd County (Rome).


Dean Gunter announced that he had been asked to serve on the presidential search committee; he stated that the BOR wants it to be a transparent process but wants the process completed in a timely manner.  Dean Gunter also announced that Dr. Gerber had been asked to serve on the search committee for the dean of the College of Arts and Sciences.
 

Dean Gunter announced that all rooms in the Education Center would be re-numbered by next Friday.  In fact, all rooms on the entire campus will be re-numbered.  All rooms will have a four-digit number:  the first digit will designate the floor, the second digit will designate the corridor, and the third and fourth digits will designate the room number.  All doors will also have new signs installed.


Dr. Reffel announced that the COE website had been completely updated and converted to Contribute.  She asked department heads to please make sure that the office hours for all faculty are listed on their departmental websites.  Dr. Reffel noted that all of the departmental websites had already been converted to Contribute.


Ms. Roberts announced that she had distributed a “blanket” course substitution form to all departments to be used for MSED 2000, SPEC 2000, and SPEC 3000.  Faculty will not need to complete an individual substitution form to substitute EDUC 2110 for MSED 2000 or to substitute SPEC 3000 for SPEC 2000; they can just attach a copy of the “blanket” substitution form to a student’s graduation application.  Individual substitution forms will, however, need to be prepared for EDUC 2120 and EDUC 2130 if they are substituted for other courses.


Ms. Roberts announced that she had two new students who are part of the Student Success Center.  These students are ready to assist students in any capacity.  She also announced that letters had been sent to all students on probation telling them about the services offered through the Student Success Center.


Ms. Roberts thanked everyone for the assistance provided during orientation.  She distributed a handout showing the number of students admitted to teacher education from each program for Fall, 2007.   She also announced that the COE Undergraduate Policies Committee had heard only about ten appeals.


Dr. Reffel announced that PSC would provide two workshops for BOE (Board of Examiners) training; the workshops have been scheduled for January 28 in Atlanta and February 5 in Cordele.  


Dr. Reffel announced that at some point NCATE plans to allow grades to be used as a content assessment.  Dr. Reffel will attend an NCATE session at the AACTE Conference to be held in New Orleans in February where further information will be provided.

Dr. Reffel announced that the COE would migrate to the new LiveText version during fall semester.  Dr. Reffel took eight faculty members to Orlando for training on the new LiveText version on December 13.  Dr. Reffel distributed a calendar of workshops she will provide for COE faculty during January and February on the new LiveText version; she will also send e-mails to COE faculty about the workshops.  Dr. Reffel distributed a handout about purchasing LiveText and the 2999 classes.  Students in 2999 classes must purchase their LiveText by January 25 at 5:00 p.m.; additionally, 2999 students must attend a mandatory LiveText orientation session.

Dr. Bauer moved approval of changes in the A.A.S. degree program in Dental Hygiene; Dr. Hull seconded the motion.  Dr. Martinez explained that as a result of the recent accreditation visit by the American Dental Association, three new courses were being added to the Dental Hygiene program—SOCI 1101, PSYC 2500, and ACED 2050.  A friendly amendment was offered to the motion—that Dr. Martinez would contact the Head of the Department of Sociology and Anthropology to see if the department could accommodate these additional students.  As amended, the motion was unanimously approved.


Dr. Leech moved approval of a request from the Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders that their course prefixes be changed from COMD to CSD; the motion was seconded by Dr. Bauer.  Dr. Myers-Jennings distributed a handout listing the courses which would be affected.  The motion was unanimously approved.

Dr. Bauer announced that the School Psychology program had been awarded full approval by NASP (National Association of School Psychologists); he noted that it is the only School Psychology program in Georgia with this distinction.

Dean Gunter discussed using an effect size statistic to document our candidates’ impact on P-12 learning.  Dean Gunter related how he had used this in his classes.  By analyzing course data from several semesters, he is able to determine more about how his students are impacting student learning.  Dean Gunter asked that programs look for appropriate places for pre- and post-testing.

Dean Gunter announced that renovations of the bathrooms in the Education Center would begin in February.  


Dr. Gerber announced that he is still working on bringing Harry Wong to campus this semester for two days (three hours each day) near the end of March or in early April.  The cost would be approximately $15,000 for the two days.


Dr. Gerber provided an update of the Early College Initiative.  The MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) has been approved by the university’s Legal Affairs Office and by Dr. Levy; the MOU has been sent to the superintendent of Valdosta City Schools for consideration at the next Board of Education meeting.  If approved, the staffing phase can begin.  


Dr. Gerber announced that any Teacher Quality Grants to be submitted must be postmarked by January 15.


Dr. Hull announced that she and Dr. Brice (COMD) were submitting a DOE grant; the grant is due tomorrow.  


Dr. Leech submitted a survey form on behalf of Dr. Biddix, chair of the COE Research Committee.  He asked that the survey be distributed to faculty members.


Dr. Griffin expressed concerns about the difficulties encountered by faculty in using computers in different buildings and in having to access different computer servers.


Dr. McGahee announced that there were 210 student teachers this semester.  He also asked department heads who had not done so to please send their catalog copy to him to review as soon as possible.  All catalog copy must be submitted to Lee Bradley by February 15.


Dr. Reffel announced that faculty/course evaluation data would be ready for distribution by January 24.


Mr. Pearce announced that the Art Department would hold its annual fund-raising activity on Monday from 9:00-5:00 at the Annette Turner Center for the Arts; a number of paintings will be available for sale.  Mr. Pearce also announced that Tuesday from 7:00-830 p.m. would be the opening of the Valdosta National 20008 Exhibit; this will be held in the Fine Arts Gallery.
Other Announcements
· University Faculty meeting, January 11, at 3:00 p.m. in the Magnolia Room.
· Next Executive Committee meeting, January 17.
· Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl, February 9.
· Scholastic Book Fair, February 18-22.
· CACREP Visit, February 24-27.
· VSU Relay for Life, April 11.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:12 a.m.






Respectfully submitted,







Donnie J. McGahee
