MINUTES OF THE MEETING

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE


The College of Education Executive Committee met on Thursday, June 21, 2007, at 8:30 a.m. in the COE Conference Room (Room 235) in the Education Center with Dean Gunter presiding.  Members present were:  Drs. McGahee, Hilgert, Myers-Jennings, Lee, Stanley, Gerber, Griffin, Reffel, Leech, Bauer, Mr. Pearce, and Ms. Roberts.  Guest:  Dr. Judd.
Dean Gunter reminded department heads that all travel expense forms must be turned in by Friday, June 22, for all travel prior to that date.  Travel expense forms submitted after June 22 for travel that occurred prior to June 22 will not be paid.

Dr. Bauer reported on his recent trip to the Czech Republic.  Twenty-two students went on this year’s trip.  Dr. Bauer met with the Pedagogical Faculty (College of Education) from Palacky University during his visit, as well as visited Pädagogische Hochschule (College) in Karlsruhe, Germany; Pädagogische Hochschule is also a teacher training institution.  The faculty from Pädagogische Hochschule expressed an interest in interacting with VSU in seeing how we prepare teachers.

Ms. Roberts announced that half of the orientations had been completed.  Approximately 45 students are expected for the freshman orientation on Friday at 2:00 p.m., and approximately 45 students are expected for the transfer orientation on Saturday at 10:00 a.m.  Ms. Roberts also announced that the GHP education minor class is going well.  

Dr. Lee and Ms. Roberts attended a GHP program on Wednesday where State Superintendent of Schools Kathy Cox was the speaker; Superintendent Cox will also be a speaker at the COE fall faculty meeting.  
Dr. Stanley announced that JL Newbern Middle School and Brooks Middle School had achieved AYP for the first time.  

Dean Gunter announced that all of the VSU distance learning franchises which had been approved by the BOR were in collaboration with other institutions.  The Middle Grades program is in conjunction with North Georgia, the Special Education programs are in conjunction with North Georgia, the ESOL/Reading program is in conjunction with North Georgia and Georgia State, and the Instructional Technology program is in conjunction with Georgia Southern.  Each institution receiving a collaborative franchise must respond by next Thursday about whether or not the collaborative arrangement is acceptable.

A general discussion was held about the graduation ceremonies.  This summer’s graduation will be one ceremony; however, the ceremonies for next fall and spring are still being discussed.  Mr. Pearce is a member of a university committee studying the graduation ceremony issue.  Even with the six separate ceremonies for this past spring semester, the president and vice president are still concerned about the amount of noise.  Mr. Pearce will keep the Executive Committee informed about discussions in the committee.
Dean Gunter announced that Dr. Lee had been helping department heads gather data needed for the upcoming retreat.  Dean Gunter asked all department heads to bring a laptop computer to the retreat.  Dean Gunter and Dr. Lee will work on an agenda for the retreat.  The hours for the retreat will be 9-12 and 1-4 on Monday and 9-12 on Tuesday.  Ms. Roberts and Dr. McGahee will work on making dinner plans for Monday night.
Dr. Reffel raised the issue of COE partner schools.  Dr. Lee noted that there are no P-5 Valdosta City or Lowndes County schools on the partner school list.  Dr. McGahee expressed concern about the difficulty of placing student teachers in one current partner school.  Some of these issues can be reviewed by the Field Experiences Committee, once the new committee is established for next year.  Also, Dean Gunter will review these issues with Dr. Monetti, the COE P-16 Fellow.
Dr. Lee will send an e-mail on Friday to all instructors and students in classes ending in June.  The students’ e-mail will instruct them how to complete their course evaluations in LiveText.  Using LiveText eliminates many of the problems associated with on-line evaluations and with scantron evaluations.  
Dr. Gerber and Dr. Lee attended a meeting yesterday with the architects about the plans for the new Allied Health/Business Administration Building.  This building is now 13th on the BOR funding list.

Dr. Reffel thanked Dr. Diane Judd for her service as Assistant Department Head during the past year.

Dean Gunter announced that he would serve watermelons in front of the Education Center on July 3; he also announced that the next Executive Committee meeting would be July 12.

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:53 a.m.






Respectfully submitted,







Donnie J. McGahee
