MINUTES OF THE MEETING

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE


The College of Education Executive Committee met on Thursday, October 11, 2007, at 8:30 a.m. in the COE Conference Room (Room 235) in the Education Center with Dean Gunter presiding.  Members present were:  Drs. McGahee, Stanley, Lee, Myers-Jennings, Hull, Gerber, Griffin, Reffel, Leech, Martinez, Gladwin, Bauer, Mr. Pearce, Ms. Roberts, and Mr. Grubbs (for Dr. Hilgert).  Guests:  Dr. Patrick Glashan and Dr. Dan Conner from Dickinson State University in Dickinson, ND.

Dr. Reffel introduced Drs. Glashan and Conner from Dickinson State University and announced that they would be visiting with various COE faculty today and tomorrow.  The purpose of their visit is to learn more about the programs, procedures, and policies of the COE.


Dr. Reffel reported on the LiveText users’ conference held in Savannah; five of the ten teacher education departments had representatives attending the conference.  Dr. Reffel stated that the new version of LiveText was available; with this new version, all COE students will have access to united streaming for free.  Consideration will be given to adopting this new version in January.  A decision about this adoption will be made at a later meeting.


Dr. Gerber reported on the Renaissance Group meeting held in Washington.  One of the speakers at the meeting was Jim Matthews, education reporter for THE WASHINGTON POST.  Mr. Matthews gave three suggestions for higher education:  get teachers out in schools early, teach less educational theory, and increase the connection to successful schools.  Dr. Gerber has some PowerPoint slides from other speakers at the meeting; he will send them out.

Drs. Stanley and Hull reported on the DOE RTI/Collaborative Classroom Forum held in Macon; a large COE group attended this meeting.  The purpose of the meeting was to inform higher education institutions about the trend in collaborative programs, particularly in merging special education and regular education.  One of the major points made was that many students need some type of intervention which doesn’t require special education.  In the COE, a better job needs to be done of discussing intervention strategies with students in COE classes.


Dr. Bauer announced that the two guests from the Czech Republic will arrive on October 18 and will leave on November 2.  The purpose of their visit is to further strengthen the ties between Palacky University in the Czech Republic and VSU and to increase the exchange of students between the two institutions.  Dr. Bauer distributed a flyer about the study abroad program to be held this summer.


Dean Gunter announced that the BOR had opened “Georgia on My Line,” which is a website for the new franchise programs.  Dean Gunter announced that the franchise programs proposed by the COE had been passed by the Academic Committee on Monday and would be sent to the BOR for its November meeting.

Dr. Lee announced that the COE programs would be voted on by the PSC at its November 8 meeting.  One of the areas for improvement cited during the review visit last year has been removed (the area for improvement for Business Education in Standard 1).

Dean Gunter announced that he had entered his rankings of the 42 initiatives submitted by departments in the strategic planning database last Friday.  In completing his rankings, he looked at funding needs and consolidation of initiatives among programs.  Any department head who had an initiative requiring funding of $1000-$2000 should see Dean Gunter; he may be able to provide funding for it.


Ms. Roberts distributed a revision for the COE appeals policy from the COE Undergraduate Policies Committee.  She will also send this handout out electronically.  Ms. Roberts asked department heads to provide her with a response to the revised policy by the second Executive Committee meeting in November.


Dr. Lee asked department heads to please remind their faculty about the need to maintain confidentiality of students’ grades.


Dr. Gerber announced that the course and curricular changes had gone through the Teacher Education Council.  These changes will be considered for approval at next week’s Executive Committee meeting.  After next week’s meeting, department heads will have 11 days to get any corrections to Dr. Gerber.  Items to be placed on the agenda for the Graduate School must be sent to the Graduate School by October 29. 


Dr. Martinez distributed a handout of proposed changes in the B.A.S. program with a major in Technical Studies.  These changes will be considered for approval at next week’s meeting.


Dr. Lee announced that the College of Business had program outcomes and assessments approved at the last Academic Committee.  She noted that the College of Business had used the same outcomes and assessments for all of its programs and felt like the COE could do something similar.  Specifically, the COE could have one set of outcomes for initial teacher preparation programs; one set for advanced teacher preparation programs; one set for initial other school personnel programs; and one set for advanced other school personnel programs.  She did note that all non-educator preparation programs would need to develop individual program outcomes and assessments.  Dean Gunter asked Dr. Lee to develop a draft version of program outcomes for both initial and advanced teacher preparation and other school personnel preparation programs for department heads to review.


Dr. Lee asked department heads to review their class schedules for spring semester to ensure that courses are listed correctly as traditional, on-line, partially on-line, hybrid, etc.  


Dr. McGahee announced that PSC had asked NES (National Evaluation Systems) to begin collecting data from the teacher training institutions in the state for the Title II report.  Dr. McGahee has received the template from NES and is working on the report.


Ms. Roberts noted that the last football game of the season will be televised on Thursday, November 8, and wanted input about the COE hosting a cookout prior to the game.  She asked department heads to think about it.  


Dean Gunter announced that the four bathrooms in the Education Center will be renovated in the near future.  


Dr. Martinez announced that his department had been awarded the Best Practice In Career & Technical Education Award.

 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:40 a.m.






Respectfully submitted,







Donnie J. McGahee
