Valdosta State University
College of Education
Department of Kinesiology and Physical Education
Sports Medicine/Athletic Training Program

Semester  Spring 2007
Course Number - KSPE 4430
Course Name – Field Experience in Sports Medicine
Hours - 12
Prerequisites - Undergraduate course work completed, 2.75 overall GPA
Co-requisites – KSPE 4700
Required Textbook:  Sports Medicine related texts as references

Course Description:  
The purpose of this course is to provide the student with the opportunity to gain practical experience within a clinical and/or traditional setting. The student will apply didactic academic preparation at their chosen professional setting.

Course Objectives:
Upon completion of the course each student will possess an appreciation for the knowledge, skills, and abilities inherent to the demands of the sports medicine, athletic training and/or secondary teaching environment

Course Requirements: 

1. Within the first week (by January 8-12, 2007), the student must review with the field experience supervisor the policies and procedures of the field experience site (including the emergency plan).
2. The student must obtain a minimum of 40 hours per week of work experience for the duration of the semester (15 weeks). These hours are to be documented on an hours log. DUE Friday , April 27, 2007.

3. The student must document their daily activities in an Excel spreadsheet provided by the instructor on WEBCT.  The student is to email the document to the instructor each Monday.  Repeated (more than 3) late recordings/log in will result in your final grade being lowered by a letter grade.  Please do not change the formatting of the document.  Please enter time in 15 minute increments.  The last daily activity log is due April 27, 2007.
4. The student is to be evaluated by the field experience supervisor at midterm, March 2, 2007 (DUE to FE Instructor MARCH 9, 2007) and at the end of the semester, April 26, 2007 (DUE to FE Instructor April 27, 2007). These evaluations are to be shared with the student and then forwarded to the field experience instructor.  The supervisor has been sent a copy of the evaluation form.  Additional copies can be found online in the VSU policy and procedure manual.  
5. The student must complete an evaluation of the field experience site and of the VSU Athletic Training Education Program. This is DUE on Friday, April 27, 2007. The evaluation of the VSU ATEP will be sent to you by the instructor.   
6. A presentation of the Field Experience evaluation will be on Monday afternoon, April 30, 2007, 2-4:30 PM.  Time limit is 10 minutes.  Include overview of site (no video, please), positives and negatives of the site, specific learning experience examples, 3 differences from VSU AT.  Please provide the instructor with a copy of the presentation (hardcopy or email) on April 27, 2007.
7. The student must have access to the Internet and to his/her VSU email account. The FE Instructor will communicate with you via this account during the semester.  Check the account regularly.

8. During the week of April 30- May 4, 2006, each student must complete an exit interview with the Program Director.  
Evaluation:
The student will receive a letter grade, which will ultimately be determined by the field experience instructor. The grade will be based on the completion of the aforementioned requirements, attendance, and two intern evaluations performed by the field experience supervisor.  Missed or late assignments will result in the final grade being lowered a letter grade for each missing assignment.  

Grading Scale:
The grade for the term will be based in part upon the field experience evaluations. However, the field experience instructor will ultimately and/or solely determine the student’s final grade based upon the field experience evaluations and the completion of the student’s field experience requirements including the steps to securing the field experience site.  Any student removed from their field experience for reasons associated with a lack of professionalism or unsatisfactory performance will receive an F in the course.

Attendance Policy:
Students will be expected to work at least 40 hours per week. He/She will be required to abide by the attendance and general employment policies demanded by their respective field experience site. Should a student request a day off, due to illness or personal reasons, the field experience instructor must also be notified immediately!  The student is expected to work through Spring Break unless the filed experience supervisor makes an exception.
Other:
You must follow the policies and procedures of the VSU ATEP and those of your field experience site.  If there is discrepancy between the two, then follow the policy that is most conservative, IE just because you are not on the VSU or local high school sites does not mean you can grow a goatee, or wear a nose ring.  If that is permissible at your site, you are required to follow VSU’s policy.  If you have questions about this, then contact the field experience supervisor.  This is not the time to decide that as the VSU ATEP faculty is no longer able to observe you daily that you will do whatever you want.  You still represent VSU, the VSU ATEP, the VSU ATEP faculty, and the profession of Athletic Training.  
Special Needs:
Students requiring classroom accommodations or modifications because of a documented disability should discuss this need with the professor at the beginning of the term. Students not registered with the Special Services Program should contact the Special Services Offices in Nevins Hall, Room 1115. The phone number is 229-245-2498.

It is also the student’s responsibility to notify the field experience site supervisor of any special accommodations that he/she may need during the course of the field experience. The student should also specify by writing the type of assistance needed.

Instructor: Lori Howard, MS, ATC/L
Phone: 229-245-4380 (AM), or 229-259-5565 (PM)
229-247-8782 (HOME)
229-630-8571 (CELL)
FAX: 229-333-5972
E-Mail: lchoward@valdosta.edu
