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Letter to a Character
GRADE LEVEL:  2
Idea/Activity (Description):

Write a letter to a character in the book. 
STANDARDS:     Fine Arts CONNECTION or other literature connections:

ELA2W1 The student begins to demonstrate competency in the writing process.
e. Begins to use appropriate formatting conventions for letter writing 

ELA2W1 - The student begins to demonstrate competency in the writing process. 

f. Begins to write a response to literature that demonstrates understanding of the text and expresses and supports an opinion. 

QCC Fine Art standard-4. Creates artwork based on close observation of familiar objects.
The play section or book chapter related to the CREATIVE IDEA/ACTIVITY:

Chapter 13 Ame’s Crossing from the book
Materials:

Writing paper, pencils, eraser, pen, colored pencils, and crayons. 
Directions/ Procedures:

Read chapter 13 to the class and review the letter from Stuart to Ames. Go over how to write a letter, and discuss the different parts (greeting, body, closure). Have students choose a character from the book. Students will write a letter to this character. They should introduce themselves, talk about things they like/dislike about the character. The students should include at least one question in their letter. Once students are happy with their letter let them rewrite it in pen. Allow students to draw a picture to include with their letter. 
If desired instead of rewriting with a pen, let students type their letter.
Estimated Time: 20-25 minutes 

Technology Connections:
QCC technology standard Utilizes technology tools to facilitate the writing process with teacher guidance
Examples, Drawings, or Pictures of idea/activity: Please see example letter included with this activity. Please see picture listed with this activity. 
(Submitted by: Kate Doerfler VSU Read 3200 ( B  ) Fall 2008.)

Dear George,

My name is Kate Doerfler. I am in second grade. I like sports and reading. What is it like to have a brother that is small? What are your favorite things to do with Stuart? I like how you and Stuart are good friends. I wish my brother and I were close. He is three years older than me and picks on me all the time. I think the best part of the story was when you showed Stuart how to do toe touches, and showed him how to do things you like. I like playing sports and reading a lot. Mostly I like playing with my friends down the street. Do your friends like Stuart? My brother’s friends do not like me but mom says they just want to be with Will. I hope you and Stuart stay friends forever.
Love,

Kate Doerfler

