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Inquiry Lesson Plan Guidelines


General Information



Name:










School/Mentor Teacher:



Grade Level:









Subject Area(s):








Date Taught:







Total Duration of Lesson:

Title of Lesson 

· Identify the lesson 

Primary Learning Outcome(s) (PLO)
· State the observable concept(s) or measurable skill(s) the student will demonstrate as an outcome of participation in the lesson. 
· Write each primary learning outcome as a statement. 

· Place a letter beside each outcome (i.e., A., B., C.).

· List the essential questions related to each primary learning outcome. (Optional unless required by the course instructor)
Note: Each PLO must be taught and assessed during the lesson.  

Related Georgia Performance Standard(s)

· If this is a science lesson, identify the Science Co-requisite Characteristics GPS Standard(s)
· If this is a science lesson, identify the Science Content GPS Standard(s)
· If this is a math lesson, identify the Math GPS Standard(s)

· If this is an integrated lesson, identify the Science Co-requisite Characteristics and Content Standards, and the Math GPS Standard(s)

Materials and Equipment 

· Provide a list of all materials and equipment that you will need as you teach, practice, and assess each PLO. 

●    Write all references using the correct APA 5th edition format. References and Internet Supplements
(What additional references will help support the lesson? Please provide author, title, publisher, date, URL)

· If modifying a lesson from the Internet or another source, provide a copy of the original lesson.

· Include copies of anything you give to students, sketches of materials you prepare, examples/models you show to students, and copies of transparencies used.
· Identify safety precautions and/or special procedures. Include how to distribute and collect materials, and a clean up routine, if needed. 

Technology Connection(s) (Must be included when appropriate for the lesson and/or required by the course instructor.)
· Include a component for technology enhancement by describing an appropriate computer-based activity or including the use of an Internet resource(s). 

· Describe the computer-based activity. 

· Provide the information below for the Internet resource(s):


Title:  (List the title of the web site.)


URL:  (Copy and paste the URL here.)

Procedures

Note:

Give enough information for each step so that someone else could teach this lesson using your plan. 

Provide evidence that students are involved in each step of the procedures.
Step One: Exploration
●    Focus Question: Identify a “focus question” or “key question” that will guide the exploration, and/or identify a discrepant event or experience that will engage the students, and/or relate to prior knowledge.
· Process Skills: List the process skills the students will use.

· Exploration Activity: Describe what the students will do during the exploration activity. 
NOTE: Do not tell or explain the concept in this step. 
Estimated Time: (Give an estimate of the time it will take to complete this step.)
Step Two: Explanation
Explanation of the Concept: 
· Describe how students’ observations and/or records from the exploration phase will be reviewed and summarized.
· Identify key questions and desired answers. 
· Identify procedures/steps you will follow to help students construct the concept.
· Identify the concept statement (sentence-starter) you will use to help students focus on and construct the lesson’s main concept.

Estimated Time: (Give an estimate of the time it will take to complete this step.)
Step Three: Expansion 
· Process Skills: Identify the process skills the students will use and the activities that will be used to expand understanding of the concept.

· Expansion Activity: Explain the procedures and/or steps to be taken to allow the students to apply the learned concepts in a new way and/or context.
Estimated Time: (Give an estimate of the time it will take to complete this step.)
Step Four: Closure 
Explain how you will integrate the following:
· Summarize the PLO(s).

· Review the important concepts, skills, and essential questions.

· Help students to transfer the new knowledge or skills to future learning.

· Elicit or state explicit connections to students’ everyday lives and other content areas. 

· If you plan to ask the students questions, list the questions where you plan to ask them.
Estimated Time: (Give an estimate of the time it will take to complete this step.)
Evaluation (Assessing the Primary Learning Outcomes)
· Use letters for each assessment that correspond to the letters used to identify PLO(s).

· Identify the step(s) in the Procedures in which the assessment will be done.
· For each PLO:
· Describe what the student will do to show achievement of each PLO. 
· Explain what you (the teacher) will do to assess each PLO. 
· Explain how you will keep a record of students' progress in achieving each PLO. 
Note:

Attach a copy of any written assessment technique(s) used by the teacher or students (e.g., graphic organizer, data chart, test, quiz, or other print resource).
Extension (Required in Professional Semesters 2, 3 & 4)
(How can the content of the lesson be modified to work with students who already understand the concepts taught? Describe that here.)

Remediation (Required in Professional Semesters 3 & 4)
(For students who do not readily grasp concepts, how can the content of the lesson be taught differently? Describe that here.)

Accommodation (Required in Professional Semesters 1, 2, 3 & 4)
(How can the content of this lesson be taught differently for students with exceptional needs? These students will be working on the same primary learning outcome as the lesson. Describe that here.)
Lesson plan format adapted from:
Martin, R. Sexton, C.  Franklin, T., & Gerlovich, J. (2005) Teaching science for all children: An inquiry approach. (4th ed.). Boston: Allyn and Bacon.
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