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GRADE LEVEL: 
5th
TITLE: “Looking Down from Above”
Idea/Activity (Description):  
Build a 3-D model of an aerial view.

STANDARDS:

     Fine Arts CONNECTION or other literature connections:
QCC Fine Arts Connections:
Strand:  Visual Arts

2. Standard: Plans, organizes, and creates artworks using: form, color expressing emotion, linear perspective, proportion, contrast.
4. Standard: Creates a separate work of art that imitates nature (Realism), is concerned with design and composition (Structuralism/Formalism), Expresses feeling or emotion (Emotionally/Expressionism).

10. Standard: Analyzes proportion in artworks as the relationship of one part to another or in the whole.

GPS Language Arts Connections:

ELA5LSV1—The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal interactions.

The student

f.  displays appropriate turn-taking behaviors

g.  actively solicits another person’s comment or opinion

h.  offers own opinion forcefully without domineering

i.  responds appropriately to comments and questions

j.  volunteers, contributes and responds when directly solicited by teacher or discussion leader

l.  clarifies, illustrates, or expands on a response when asked to do so; asks classmates for similar expansions

     CONNECTIONS:  (Other subject areas CONNECTED to the Idea/activity.)

GPS Science Connections:
S5CS4—Students will use ideas of system, model, change, and scale in exploring scientific and technological matter.

b.  use geometric figures, number sequences, graph, diagrams, sketches, number lines,  maps, and stories to represent corresponding features of objects, events, and  processes in the real world.  Identify ways in which the representations do not match their original counter parts.
The play section or book chapter related to the CREATIVE IDEA/ACTIVITY:

This idea is based on the book.  It particularly draws from chapter IX, “A Narrow Escape,” with specific attention being paid to pages 63-65.
Materials:

Suggested Materials:  pre-cut foam board or corrugated cardboard, construction paper, Styrofoam, pipe cleaners, tissue paper, pom-poms, craft sticks, markers, paint, crayons, colored pencils, toothpicks, wire, cinnamon sticks, paper plates, paint, paint brushes, potpourri, card stock, water, glue gun (with adult supervision), paper towels, etc.  The teacher will also need to have access to pictures of aerial views of various places to show the students.
Directions/ Procedures:

Pre-Prep:  The teacher will need to pre-cut the foam board or corrugated card board to a suggested size of 8.5X11.  You will also want to have a designated area set up for materials so the designated “Supply Helper” from each group will have access to all materials. Pre-print some photos of locations that the children might be familiar with form aerial views.

 Read chapter IX, “A Narrow Escape” from the Stuart Little book.  Once the teacher has finished reading this section he/she will ask the students (allow time for discussion between each question): 

 “How many of you have ever been up in an airplane?”

“Did you look out the window to see the city below?”

 “How did it look?”/“How do you think it might look?”

“What do you think it might have looked like from Stuart and Marajo’s view as they flew over the city?”  

Show aerial views of towns, schools, and other locations.  

Explain how these aerial views are made possible by airplanes with people that take pictures of areas, and satellites in outer space that take aerial pictures.  Show a few aerial pictures that the students might be familiar with.  Allow the students to try and guess where and what the picture is of.

The teacher will then tell the students that they are going to get to create a 3-D aerial view of the school in groups.  (If this is going to be a take home week end project, the student will be given directions to do this and how.)  Explain the concept of creating a 3-D aerial view of the school.
Assign groups and group roles to motivate participation.  Allow students about 15-20 minutes to work on their project if being done in class.
Once the groups have completed their project allow them to share their project with the class and compare to actual aerial school picture.

Display group projects around the classroom or outside of the room.

Estimated Time:  30-40 minutes (for in class project) 

Technology Connections:  
If possible, you may want to pull up web sites that show aerial view of places on the computer to project onto a screen for all of the class to see.  You can also allow the students, during free time, to look at aerial view of places at the following web sites:

http://www.terraserver.com/
http://www.flashearth.com/
http://maps.google.com/
Examples, Drawings, or Pictures of idea/activity:
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(Submitted by:
Gerri M. Ferrel    VSU Read 3200 (D) Fall 2008.)
