VALDOSTA STATE UNIVERSITY

Department of Early Childhood and Special Education 

Faculty Meeting Minutes
September 5, 2008
Faculty present:  Lynn Minor, Janet Foster, Mary Ellen Dallman, James Ernest, Lucia Lu, Patti Campbell, Bob Campbell, Gina Doepker, Evan Ortlieb, Shirley Andrews, Tonja Root, Chris Bond, Sheryl Dasinger, Seungyoun Lee, Yvonne Killgo, Julia White, Alicja Rieger, David Hedgepeth and Dianne Judd.  

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 am with Dr. Lynn Minor presiding. 

Approval of Minutes:  The August 13, 2008 faculty meeting minutes were approved.
SACs Requirements:  Use the Matrix provided and add the General Education Outcomes to your syllabi before submitting to Jane Kinney.  ECED 3400 and ECED 4890 courses are not on the Matrix and will be added.  

Note:  Concerning General Education Outcomes, Dr. Minor will check on coding the assignments/assessments or course objectives and email clarification.  

Deadline for submitting is September 30, 2008.  

List of General Education Outcomes are only for the undergraduate courses.  Faculty with Graduate courses only, will not need to submit General Education Outcomes.  All faculty members, graduate and undergraduate, will need to submit syllabi of courses with justification of qualifications according to SACs definition.  If any faculty member needs assistance with this justification, please make an appointment with Dr. Minor.  She will be glad to help you with the guidelines.  

This will need to be submitted in the Spring 09 and Summer 09 semesters also with the General Education Outcomes on these semesters’ syllabi (making connections to these General Education Outcomes).   
Practicum Placements:  All practicum placements MUST come through the ECSE Department.  No student is to find his or her own placement.  Lori is working very hard to place all 300 or so students.  The difficulty is the huge third professional semester and the limited placements available in the required fourth and fifth grades.  We have had to go to alternating days for placement.  The start date will need to be moved to September 15/16, 2008, to give Lori time to confirm and contact the principals with their students and due to standardized testing in the schools during September 8/9, 2008, our original start date.  Lori will send out an email to all the instructors when the students have been confirmed.  


It was suggested that Lori also confirm with principal time and place the practicum students are to report to the school (class, principal, etc). 


The later start date should give most students the required hours, but some students may need to check their hours and work out with their mentor on possible Fridays to meet number of hours requirement.


Any students unhappy with their placements are to see their practicum instructor, not call or see Dr. Minor or Lori.  


Every instructor in the program, unless they have an extra 3 hour course they are teaching, will have to supervise students.  But it is alright to trade off student supervision with other instructors.  It was suggested from Dr. Root that all practicum instructors be given a list, in whatever form, of all the placements in order to be better informed.

Practicum Placements for Spring:  Things to consider: Registration begins in October, two weeks off for Spring break, which course to complete applications in – 2999 (for 3190s)?  
People to People:  Dr. James Reffel suggested that the department limit participation to Spring semester and not do fall.  This will relieve some of the burden of the ECE students who are Student Teaching if they participate in this during their placement’s Spring Break.  As Dr. Ernest noted that the SEEC students would still be in their graduate courses, he motioned that they not be allowed to participate while taking graduate courses and student teaching.  Dr. Bob Campbell seconded motion.  It was voted on and agreed to.

PAAR Reports:
For new faculty members, these are yearly reports to the Professional Standard Commission (until our next review in 2013).  Please update your Faculty Activity Sheets.  They are due Sept 25.          

Program Development:
Curriculum meeting minutes have been posted on Web CT site.  Dr. Minor will add new faculty members to this site.

Department Committees:
Honors Committee:  Dr. Ortlieb will chair, with Dr. Doepker, Dr. Root and Dr. White serving.  This discussion will be continued during next month’s Faculty Meeting.
Tenure and Promotion Committee: Dr. Patti Campbell made a motion that all tenured faculty members would be able to serve on this committee.  Dr. Hedgepeth wanted it amended to, pending a committee report on policy procedures.  Dr. Root seconded and the vote was passed. Since these policies and procedures are basically outlined on the VSU website, (www.valdosta.edu/coe/policymanual.shtml#5.2.7) Dr. Foster requested that this be tabled since it is really too late to adopt policy and procedures for Tenure and Promotion for this newly merged department before the October deadline.  At a later date, Dr. Minor, as acting Department Head, will call for a meeting of this new committee and they will vote for a chairman at that time and begin the work.  
Search Committee:  Dr. Foster will chair, with Dr. P. Campbell and Dr. Ernest serving. 
Final Exams:
The Fall 2008 Final Exam Schedule is on the VSU website and need to be strictly adhered to.  Any variation needs to be brought to Dr. Minor first and then the Dean of the College of Education.    

Zaner Bloser:
This will be placed on next month’s agenda.

Departmental Goals: This will be placed on next month’s agenda.

Student Teaching Workshop: September 19, 2008.  It will be all day and the student teachers will not be in their school placements for that entire day. 

Announcement:
GATE Conference, October 8-10.  Dr. Andrews’ has the informational sheets concerning GATE and Registration Forms for the upcoming conference, upon request.

Next Faculty Meeting is October 3 at 10:00 AM.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:25 AM.

