VALDOSTA STATE UNIVERSITY
Department of Early Childhood and Special Education

Faculty Meeting Minutes

May 1, 2009
Faculty present:  Lynn Minor, Shirley Thompson, Evan Ortlieb, Gina Doepker, Sheryl Dasinger, Alicja Rieger, Lucia Lu, Diane Judd, David Hedgepeth, Tonja Root, Seungyoun Lee, Chris Bond, Shirley Andrews,   Yvonne Killgo, Janet Foster, James Ernest, Inez Heath, Bob Campbell, Patti Campbell and Kelly Heckaman.
The meeting was called to order at 9:05 am with Dr. Lynn Minor presiding.

Approval of minutes:  The April 10, 2009 faculty meeting minutes were approved as written.

Celebrations:
Dr. Diane Judd submitted Valerie Bayman’s name to COSA for Employee of the semester for the ECSE Department.  

This is the second year as a combined department and Dr. Minor is very proud of the ECSE faculty members for accomplishing so much this year.  The hard work, long hours and cooperation needed to accomplish not only the normal heavy workload of the department but also the program revisions, is very much appreciated.  

Yvonne Killgo wanted to say thank you to VSU and especially to the ECSE faculty she has had the pleasure of working with this academic year.   
Registration Issues:
Dr. Paul Vincent will be the instructor of record for the two sections of ISCI 2002 this Summer (II) semester.  They are not up on BANNER yet, as the Registrar’s Office and Dr. Chatelain are working on the scheduling.

Maggie Roberts is assisting Dr. Minor with an email that will be sent to the ECE students through COE-Stu informing them that the two ISCI sections will be available.  Students who need to take it will be informed to come into the ECSE Department for an override request.  These approved requests will be given to Patrick McElwain to pre-register.  Advisors are to be aware of this procedure and inform any of their students who need this course for the summer.
Dr. Minor has requested again, another section of ISCI 3000, for the Fall and is waiting for a response.  If students ask, please inform them that the department is still working on it.   

Faculty Postions:
The Special Education Assistant Professor position that Julia White has vacated has been approved for re-hire and the advertisement was posted Monday, April 27. 

The other non-tenure positions the ECSE Department has requested have gotten as far as the President Schloss’ office.   Until we hear back from these, the Fall schedule is not settled. 
Summer Office Hours:
Reminder:  Faculty is required to have 3 hours of office hours posted for each course they teach during the summer.  Please send those office hours to Dr. Judd to be posted on the ECSE website and cc Dr. Minor and Valerie.

Summer  Orientation:  

Reminder:  Sign up for four sessions of the Summer Orientation, please do so as soon as possible.  An email was sent out yesterday requesting the faculty be thoughtful of others and each take at least one Saturday.  Also, Dr. Minor requested that any grant faculty who would like to sign up for at least one session would be most welcome.  Dr. Minor will be present for each session with only one exception. 
Georgia Power New Teacher Assistance Grants:

Dr. Minor has received one nomination from Dr. Doepker.  If any faculty has heard of any more ECE graduating students who have procured jobs, please let her know.  The deadline for submission to Dr. Julie Lee is Monday, May 4.
New Tuition Rates:

There was some misunderstanding among the students about what constitutes a full load beginning this fall.   Twelve hours is still considered a full load but with each additional hour the tuition will increase with a cap at 15 hours.   This will affect only the incoming students.  There will be an E-tuition rate increase for all students beginning Fall 2009.  Faculty should refer students to Financial Services if they have any questions about these rates. 
COE Procedure for Appealing a Hold on Registration for Regents’ Exam:

If a student has not taken the Regents by the time he/she has 60 hours, then there will be a hold placed on that student‘s registration.  He will not be able to register during early or upper level registration dates, but will have to wait until the freshmen’s dates to register.  If a student wants to appeal, please send them to the Department Head of their major.

Promotion and Tenure Guidelines:

Dr. Patti Campbell will represent the ECSE Department at the COE’s Promotion and Tenure Meeting with Dr. Gunter.

ECED Program Revisions:

Dr. Minor will get the Early Childhood Education program revisions together and send them all out as soon as possible.  She apologized because she had planned on getting them out earlier this week, but some pressing things developed that she had not foreseen and did not get to it.

Graduate Assistants for 2009-2010:

The ECSE Department has been allotted two Graduate Assistants for the upcoming academic year but the hiring process for GAs has changed.  Dr. Ernest and Dr. Minor met together and produced a job description/position for research assistants to better assist the faculty.  With this in mind, Dr. Minor is requesting the faculty to help with the interviewing and hiring process of these graduate assistants.   
Dr. Julie Lee and Dr. Karla Hull have requested more GAs for GOML support.

New Laptop Computers:

The ECSE Department has acquired three new mini laptops for the department faculty.  These have twelve inch screens and are very light weight and perfect for traveling.

There is a printer/copier for the department’s convenience, which Dr. Gunter supported and authorized, set up in the graduate assistant’s office for departmental copying during the week-end or after office hours when the COE Copy Center is closed.  A scanner has also been set up in that office.

Announcements:

Dr. Minor will email out the handouts in pdf, after the meeting today, of Dr. Gunter’s State and EPAAC meetings (i.e. laws that affect Education, PSC changes).
There is a new program, Degree Works, being introduced to the university which will replace CAP.  Alicia Roberson from the Student Success Center came and met with Dr. Minor, Dr. Ernest and Dr. Root about Degree Works last Monday.  Comments about it included the fact that it is user friendly for students and advisors, student substitution courses  and the institutions where these courses were taken will be viewable, but not alterable, the program of studies are actually there for students to view, and it identifies core area completed.   There is also a section for advisors to post comments.  It will be available Fall 2009.  Faculty requested training for this program at the beginning of the 2009-2010 academic year.

The ADP Software will be up and running soon for faculty to report annual and sick leave.

Dr. Minor would like faculty to have Smart Board available on each of their office computers.  Dr. Judd volunteered to send link to the entire faculty.

Dr.  Andrews announced the GATE Conference will be a Jekyll Island, October 7-9, 2009.  A call for proposals will come out soon.

Monday, May 4, 2009, 1:30 pm  –  SEEC Capstone presentations in EC 2001 & 2006.  Faculty is invited.

Data Meeting for Program Coordinators is Friday, May 8, 2009 – all day with lunch provided.

Graduation is Saturday, May 9, 2009 in the PE Complex.  There is a new stage with easier accessibility.   

Meeting adjourned 9:55 AM.
