VALDOSTA STATE UNIVERSITY
Department of Early Childhood and Special Education

Faculty Meeting Minutes

April 23, 2010
Faculty present:  
Lynn Minor, Evan Ortlieb, Gina Doepker, Janet Foster, Lucia Lu, Tonja Root, Seungyoun Lee, Cindy Kovach,  Diane Judd, Ann Unterreiner,  Chris Bond, Shirley Andrews, David Hedgepeth, Kelly Heckaman, James Ernest, Shirley Thompson, Mary Ellen Dallman, Alicja Rieger, Sheryl Dasinger, Inez Heath and Catherine Daughtery.
The meeting was called to order at 10:04 am with Dr. Lynn Minor presiding.

Approval of minutes:  
The February 26, 2010 faculty meeting minutes were approved.
Celebrations:
Dr. Heckaman, Dr. Thompson and Dr. Ernest have had an article accepted for publication.

Dr. Foster and Jessica Parks have had two children’s reviews accepted. 

Dr. Rieger has had an article accepted for publication in the Journal of the American Academy of Special Education Professionals.
PSC Review:

Dr. Minor announced that the Masters of Arts with a Major in Teaching in Special Education General Curriculum and Adapted Curriculum Programs and the BSEd in Special Education with a major in ECSE/General Curriculum Program have not been through all the levels of the PSC approval process at this time.  Dr. Minor will be meeting with the SEEC  majors who will be beginning their first professional semester in the upcoming week or so and discuss with them the new program and get an idea of who will be interested in pursuing the new BSEd in SPE program should it be approved by the PSC.  This may impact the numbers in some of the courses this fall. 
Once the new program for the BSEd in SPE has been approved, the new program of study will include a statement of intent with the student’s signature stating that the student has chosen this program and will not be allowed to change back to the old SEEC program (5 year/Masters). 
Graduation:

There will be a special evening graduation ceremony for the students in the Graduate Program on Friday, May 7.  The students will be hooded by two faculty members of their choosing.  All Graduate advisors should make arrangements with their graduating students.  Dr. Minor would like to meet with these faculty members to make sure every student is represented.
Also, all faculty members who have not attended a graduation this academic year should attend either the Friday evening or the Saturday morning graduation.   
New E-Mail Platform:


There will be a new platform for all VSU email accounts.  This change will take place at the end of May, 2010.  Any faculty member who will not be on campus during this time will need to contact the IT Department to acquire access to their email account.  

Summer/Fall Orientation Sign-up Sheet: 

Dr. Minor has the sheet for faculty members to sign up for Summer/Fall Orientations , but wants to allow those faculty members who are teaching in June and who have such a hectic schedule, to get the chance to sign up first.  Each faculty member is to sign up for five Summer/Fall orientations with at least one of those five a Saturday orientation.   Dr. Minor will be available for all but one of these sessions.  All faculty members are required to attend the General Orientation on Thursday, August 12 at 10:00 am - until.   

Student Directions in LiveText:

It has come to Dr. Minor’s attention while assisting students in LiveText that some instructors have been informing them to delete the directions in their LiveText account.  Once these directions are deleted they are permanently gone.  Since these directions are actually very helpful to students and instructors, Dr. Minor is requesting that instructors no longer ask or suggest students to delete the directions.

It was also suggested that since the cost of LiveText changes from time to time, the cost amount be deleted from our website and it was suggested that the 2999 instructor be responsible for including the current cost amount in each semester’s course information/syllabus.   
Department Lesson Plan Format:


After much discussion, Dr. Minor will include all of the revisions noted and agreed upon and send the draft of the lesson plan format electronically to the faculty members to vote on.  A volunteer committee of Dr. Hedgepeth, Dr. Unterreiner, Dr. Root and Ms. Daughtery will work on it throughout the summer to align the Lesson Plan Rubric with the Lesson Plan Format.  

New Business:

Dr. Thompson informed faculty members to look for their stipend for the SEEC revision in their May paycheck.  Please contact Dr. Karla Hull if you do not receive it.

 Dr. Minor expressed her appreciation of everyone for another successful year at Valdosta State University and wished all a wonderful summer. 
