VALDOSTA STATE UNIVERSITY
Department of Early Childhood and Special Education

Faculty Meeting Minutes

February 26, 2010
Faculty present:  
Lynn Minor, Evan Ortlieb, Gina Doepker, Janet Foster, Lucia Lu, Tonja Root, Seungyoun Lee, Cindy Kovach,  Diane Judd, Ann Unterreiner,  Chris Bond, Shirley Andrews, David Hedgepeth, Kelly Heckaman, Mary Ellen Dallman, Inez Heath, Alicja Rieger and Catherine Daughtery.
The meeting was called to order at 9:25 am with Dr. Lynn Minor presiding.

Approval of minutes:  
The February 12, 2010 faculty meeting minutes were approved.
Celebrations:
Dr. Root’s son, Jared is participating in the district honor band today.

Dr. Ortlieb announced he has been accepted for publication.
Dr. Janet Foster and Dr. Seungyoun Lee presented at AACTE Conference.
Dr. Julie Reffel is at the GACEC Conference with seven SEEC majors, four of which are presenting their capstone projects.   Dr. Reffel is to be inducted at Vice President of the GACEC.
Dr. Shirley Andrews is continuing to publish articles tying physical activities to academics for the Childhood Education publication.

PSC Review:

Dr. Minor handed out the PSC Interview Schedule for March 7-10. There will be a review for the Masters of Arts with a Major in Teaching in Special Education General Curriculum and Adapted Curriculum.  Dr. Kelly Heckaman, Dr. Shirley Thompson and Dr. James Ernest have worked hard to get everything posted for this review.   

There will be another review for the BS Ed in Special Education with a major in ECSE/General Curriculum.  Dr. Minor and specific faculty members will meet for an Electronic review on March 7.  All faculty members will need to be available on March 8-9 for the other scheduled interviews.  If there is a conflict due to class, please let Dr. Minor know as soon as possible. 
Advising:

The BS Ed in Early Childhood Education has been through all the approval processes and since it is a revision and not a new program, is not included in the PSC Review.  This revised program will begin Fall 2010.  New ECE Program of Studies sheets have been included in all the advising folders of the students beginning their first professional semester Fall 2010.  

The transition plan for those who are in the first professional semester this spring  and for those who will be in their second professional semester in the fall will not be taking ISCI 3000 since it has been done away with, but will take ECED 3300 (as usual) and ECED 4500 instead.  Dr. Minor will check with Karen Sheppard in the Registrar’s Office to see if course substitutions will be necessary since this transition plan has already been submitted in the curriculum transition form.  There will be no more substitutions for ISCI 2001 and ISCI 2002 – all ECE majors must take these courses. 

If and when the BS Ed ECSE is approved, the transition plan for those who are registered for the first professional semester will have the option of remaining in the old program or beginning in the new program.   They will be required to sign a form stating which program they want to pursue and there will be no change allowed.  How the department will proceed will depend on how many students opt to stay in the old five year, masters program.  It will take three years to complete these students.  If all of the students opt for the new program, then they will take their first professional semester with the ECE majors.   

Summer and Fall Schedules:

Dr. Minor is still working on the conflicts and assigning instructors and will get these to Patrick as soon as possible.  She will also send out an email when she has done so. 
Dr. Minor did announce that the Deaf Education majors would begin, in the fall, to take the first and second professional semesters of our new ECSE program.  They will be required to take the block schedule just like our ECE majors now.  The faculty members suggested that we find out how many were entering the program to better prepare for seating/sections.  Faculty members were also encouraged to stress to these Deaf Education students the need for general education in these semesters.  They will be able to pursue their major in their other professional semesters.  

The Live Text and assessment for 4300 issues were raised and Dr. Minor suggested they discuss this further in the SEEC revision sub-committee meetings following.

The ECSE Department is offering two sections of the third block this summer but students will need to let Dr. Minor know if they are going to register for it.  They will be registered by the department, so they must be on the list.  If there are seats remaining, other students will be considered for these courses if they have completed an override form.  Dr. Minor will make these decisions accordingly.  Dr. Minor will consult with Dr. Redfern concerning the math courses.

The SPEC 3000 will only be available this summer for students who need it to graduate or student teach in the fall.

Dr. Minor reminded our faculty members to strongly advise our students to take three sciences in Area D.   The Area F is still for the major and the ECSE Department can still require these courses for transfer students.  
New Business:

Dr. Minor wanted to know if the faculty members would be interested in pursuing a program requirement for the following circumstances:  If an ECE or SEEC student receives a D in MATH 1101 or 1111 and has been allowed to take MATH 2008 and passes, the pre-requisite is overridden and the D does count.  Dr. Minor spoke with Dr. Gravett concerning this and she suggested we could make a program requirement of a C or better – if we can obtain data to support the revision.
Another area the department may want to consider is the English requirement in Area A and the correlation with our students’ communication skills.  Dr. Dallman is currently collecting some data.  

The faculty members were in agreement to pursue this matter further.
Dr. Minor asked if the graduate faculty members had received the email about the Friday evening graduation for the Masters Degrees.  She would like to get with the graduate faculty advisors about this.
Sarita Brown, Speaker:

April 1 - 2, Sarita Brown will be speaking on “America’s Future and Latino Students” - advancing Latino populations in Education at VSU in the University Center.  She will be speaking on Thursday evening, 7:00 pm, April 1, to area teachers, VSU faculty and students.  On Friday, April 2, she will speak with our students and faculty and then at 10:30 speak with our student teachers. 


Ms. Brown is a Latino who helped found a private foundation which assists Latin students to complete high school and pursue higher education.  Dr. Dallman encouraged attendance and effusion of issues to Latin students from all our faculty members for these meetings.

Faculty Meetings:

Spring semester faculty meetings are every second and fourth Fridays at 9:00 am.  

Azalea International Folk Fair, March 4-6:

Dr. Unterreiner was concerned because she had been encouraged to have her EDUC 2120 students to volunteer for the Azalea International Folk Fair and now the students are not being accepted.  Dr. Minor suggested she contact Dr. Julie Reffel for some resolution.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 am with members staying for the SEEC Grant sub-committee meetings directly afterwards.

