VALDOSTA STATE UNIVERSITY
Department of Early Childhood and Special Education

Faculty Meeting Minutes

February 12, 2010
Faculty present:  
Lynn Minor, Shirley Thompson, Evan Ortlieb, Gina Doepker, Janet Foster, Lucia Lu, Tonja Root, Seungyoun Lee, Cindy Kovach,  Diane Judd, Ann Unterreiner,  Chris Bond, Sheryl Dasinger, Shirley Andrews, David Hedgepeth, Patti Campbell, Bob Campbell, Inez Heath and James Ernest.
The meeting was called to order at 10:20 am with Dr. Lynn Minor presiding.

Approval of minutes:  
The January 22, 2010 faculty meeting minutes were approved.
Celebrations:
Dr. Minor expressed appreciation for the successful Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl.  Dr. Gina Doepker, as chair, was commended as well as all the faculty members who contributed so much to its success.  
Dr. Lucia Lu announced she has been accepted for publication.
Dr. Inez Heath has been working with a committee on a symposium concerning Anti Trust Law at the University of Florida.
Courtesy Placements:

There were six Early Childhood Education students requesting courtesy placements for the Fall of 2010 semester: Jamie Baisden, Jillian Cobb, Jessica Kennedy, Jessica Leggett, Erica Lloyd and Whitney Webb.  After reading the letters, Jessica Leggett’s request was moved out of consideration for Courtesy Placements, as some of the placements she listed are within the COE’s sixty mile radius for placement.

After further discussion concerning the two major COE guidelines for Courtesy Placement : GPA and illness in family and each student’s circumstances, a motion was made and seconded to accept each student’s request.  A vote was called and each student was denied a courtesy placement with the numbers as following:

Ms. Baisden – 5 yes, 10 no, 3 abstained



Ms. Cobb – 7 yes, 9 no, 2 abstained



Ms. Kennedy – 2 yes, 13 no, 3 abstained

Ms. Lloyd – 2 yes, 12 no, 4 abstained
Ms. Webb – 3 yes, 10 no, 5 abstained

Advising:

Dr. Minor is holding the graduation applications from the Group Advising sessions, waiting for the ISCI 3000 Waiver to be approved.  She apologized for the delay and will get those out as soon as possible.


All MATH courses in our undergraduate programs have pre-requisites.  The ECSE Department desires the ECE and SEEC majors to be successful and students which are behind in their MATH sequence due to not passing a previous Math course should never be advised to double up on their MATH courses to try and catch up.  This is not in the students’ best interest.  The Math Department is supporting this by dropping any student who has not met the pre-requisite.  This summer, the only Math course being offered is the MATH 2008.
Teacher Compensation Bill:

Dr. Minor will send out the website for the Senate Bill 386, which is the bill proposed by the governor stating that teachers will no longer be eligible to earn a higher salary in consideration of an advanced degree.  A student must be enrolled no later than Jan 27, 2010 in a program to be grandfathered in.  If this proposal passes, the graduate faculty will need to meet together to discuss the effects on the department’s advanced programs. 
Student Teacher/Practicum Student Post Conferences:

Dr. Minor has had a principal call concerning a post conference a supervisor had with a student at his school in which the student was visibly upset.  His faculty and students witnessed this episode and he requested that these be held in a more private place.  

Dr. Minor suggested that the supervisors may want to work with the school administrators and have a place set aside at the school or schedule it back on the VSU campus, especially if the post conference may upset the student.

Sarita Brown, Speaker:

April 1 - 2, Sarita Brown will be speaking on Advancing Latino Populations in Education at VSU in the University Center.  She will be speaking on the evening of April 1 and at 9:30 am to all students and at 10:30 am to our student teachers on April 2 at the University Center.
Dr. Dasinger is working on procuring another guest speaker, Gary Walker, for the student teachers on the April 2 afternoon session.  Mr. Walker is on the Ethics division of the Professional Standards Commission.  More information will be soon coming.

Professional Development:
Professional Development on RTI for all Faculty is Friday, February 19 from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm.  It was brought to everyone’s attention that this is the same time as the online conference.  Dr. Minor asked Dr. Thompson if she thought we could request that the Professional Development on RTI be videotaped for the faculty who cannot attend.  Dr. Thompson will see about this and Dr. Minor will check into getting the video made available.  
Annual Faculty Evaluations:
Dr. Minor apologized for not being able to give the faculty members as much time as she would have liked to consider their evaluations.  On top of these FARs and the Fall and Summer Schedule deadlines, she has been getting together all the information for the reports for the SACs accreditation.  With the releases for research in the department, she has also had to pick up teaching, so this has been a more than usual busy time.  If any faculty member needs additional time to consider their FAR, please speak with Dr. Minor.  She will request an extension from Dr. Julie Lee.

Announcements:
Due to the lateness, Dr. Minor asked the faculty members to read over the announcements on the Faculty Meeting Agenda and either take a break before the SEEC sub-committee meetings or begin those meetings, whichever would work for their sub-committee.

The faculty meeting was concluded at 11:40 am with members staying for the SEEC Grant sub-committee meetings directly afterwards.

