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GRADE LEVEL 4
TITLE: Stuart Greets Margalo
Idea/Activity (Description):


This activity deals with drama and acting. Two students will act out a scene from the book using voices, facial expressions, and body movements to portray each character. Only two students will participate in this particular scene. One student will act as Stuart Little, and the other student will act as Margalo the bird.
STANDARDS:

     Fine Arts CONNECTION (QCCs) or other literature connections:

Topic: Artistic Skills and Knowledge: Creating, Performing, Producing
Standard: Applies basic drama and theater vocabulary (e.g., script, play, scenario, tableau)
Topic: Artistic Skills and Knowledge: Creating, Performing, Producing

Standard: Communicates a character’s actions, emotions, traits, and feelings through voice, speech, and language.
     CONNECTIONS (GPS) (Other subject areas CONNECTED to the idea/activity):
ELA4R1. The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and informational texts.
g. Identifies similarities and differences between the characters or events and theme in a literary work and the actual experiences in the author’s life.
The play section or book chapter related to the CREATIVE IDEA/ACTIVITY:
This scene comes from pages 51-53 in Chapter 8. The scene occurs when Stuart and Margalo first meet.
Materials:
· 1 bed sheet to act as Stuart’s bed

· 1 cup of water to be the gargle

· 1 small bottle of eye drops to be the nose drops

· 5 tissues to be the Kleenex

· 1 thermometer

· 1 script for each student

Directions/Procedures:
To begin, the two students that are reenacting this scene will get their materials ready. They must know the lines fairly well, even though they will be allowed to look at the script. The students must use facial expressions, voice tones, and physical movement to act as the character. Once they take their places in the room, they will begin speaking. Each student will say his or her lines, and the skit will end after all the lines have been said. Once the skit is complete, the students or the teacher may ask questions if desired.
Estimated Time: 20 minutes
Examples, Drawings, or Pictures of IDEA/ACTIVITY:

*Margalo hops into Stuart’s room where he is lying in his bed. He sees her, and they speak to each other.*

Stuart: Hello! Who are you? Where did you come from?

Margalo: My name is Margalo. I come from fields once tall with wheat, from pastures deep in fern and thistle; I come from vales of meadowsweet, and I love to whistle.

*Stuart perks his head up, and opens his eyes real wide.*

Stuart: Say that again!

Margalo: I can’t. I have a sore throat.

Stuart: So have I. I’ve got bronchitis. You better not get too near me, you might catch it.

Margalo: I’ll stay right here by the door.

Stuart: You can use some of my gargle if you want to. And here are some nose drops, and I have plenty of Kleenex.

Margalo: Thank you very much. You are very kind.

*Stuart begins to look very worried about Margalo.*
Stuart: Did they take your temperature?

Margalo: No, but I don’t think it will be necessary.

Stuart: Well, we better make sure because I would hate to have anything happen to you. Here…

*Stuart tosses the thermometer to Margalo, and she sticks it under her tongue. She took it out and looked at Stuart.*
Margalo: Normal.

*Stuart lets out a sigh of relief, and then begins to think he may love this beautiful bird.*
Stuart: I hope that my parents have fixed you up with a decent place to sleep.
Margalo: Oh, yes! I’m going to sleep in the Boston fern on the bookshelf in the living room. It’s a nice place, for a city location. And now, if you’ll excuse me, I think I shall go to bed---I see it’s getting dark outside. I always go to bed at sundown. Good night, sir!
Stuart: Please don’t call me sir. Call me Stuart.
Margalo: Very well. Good night, Stuart!

*Margalo begins to hop away with bouncing steps.*
Stuart: Good night, Margalo. See you in the morning.
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