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GRADE LEVEL:    4







TITLE:  WHAT MAKES THE RAIN?

Idea/Activity (Description): 
Students will design and construct a rain stick to make the sound of rain gently falling.
STANDARDS: 
Fine Arts QCC
Visual Arts

4th Grade

5

Topic: Artistic Skills and Knowledge: Creating, Performing, Producing

Standard: Emphasizes specific elements of art and principles of design and selects materials and techniques appropriate to creating an artwork based on own idea and self-direction.

Fine Arts CONNECTION or other literature connections:

Emphasizes specific elements of art and principles of design and selects materials and techniques appropriate to creating an artwork based on own idea and self-direction.
CONNECTIONS:  (Other subject areas CONNECTED to the Idea/activity.)
S4E3. Students will differentiate between the states of water and how they relate to the water cycle and weather. 
d. Explain the water cycle (evaporation, condensation, and precipitation). 

Students are to identify the stages of the water cycle to include evaporation, condensation, and precipitation.
The play section or book chapter related to the CREATIVE IDEA/ACTIVITY:
Chapter 14, page 119 mentions rain where, “Harriet looked at the sky and nodded. “Oh, well,” she said, “if it rains, it rains.”
Materials: The materials listed below will make (1) rain stick.
1. (1) Thick cardboard tube 2 feet long (If cardboard tubes are not available, then paper towel tubes can be used)

2. (2) Cups of dry uncooked rice 

3. (1) Cup of dried uncooked navy beans or chick peas work best 

4. (3) Sheets of aluminum foil about 8"x 11" (heavy duty aluminum foil works the best)
5. (2) Plastic drinking cups insert into the opening of either end 

6. Colored markers, paints with brushes, stickers, colored paper
7. Measuring cup 
8. Heavy duty clear tape or colored duct tape
Directions / Procedures:

1. Put one of the plastic drinking cups in the end of the cardboard tube. Fasten the cup in place with staples or strong tape. 
2. Measure 2 cups of dry rice and 1 cup of peas and pour into cardboard tube. 
3. Tear all the foil into quarter sized pieces, then pour them into the cardboard tube.
4. Place the second plastic drinking cup into the opposite end of the cardboard tube. Fasten the cup in place with strong tape. 
5. Use your imagination when designing your rain stick. A collage affect can be used. Students can find pictures from magazines about rain or the effects of rain and glue them directly onto the cardboard tube. Students can also use colored paper, permanent markers, paint, and stickers to add the finishing touches to their rain stick.

Estimated Time: 45 Min. 
Technology Connections:

Students can go to http://www.kidzone.ws/water/ to learn more about the water cycle.
Examples, Drawings, or Pictures of idea/activity:

Please see the picture listed with this activity.
(Submitted by:   Kit Hampton   VSU Read 3200 (  D  ) Fall 2008.)
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