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GRADE LEVEL: 3
Idea/Activity (Description):  
Students will create puppets using Popsicle sticks and perform a short play based on a story from the book Stuart Little by E.B. White. 
STANDARDS:

     Fine Arts CONNECTION or other literature connections:

QCC: Grade: 3, Fine Arts, Strand: Theatre Art

Topic: Artistic Skills and Knowledge: Creating, Performing, producing.

10: Finds and constructs simple technical elements for drama, such as props costumes, lights and sounds/music.

19: Uses a variety of dramatic forms to communicate meaning including…puppetry…

GPS: ELA3R1b. Reads familiar text with expression. 
          ELA3R3f. Makes judgments and inferences about setting, characters, and events and supports them with evidence from the text. 
     CONNECTIONS:  (Other subject areas CONNECTED to the

      Idea/activity.)

Connection to Science: How does a boat float? How do sails work?
S3CS4a. Observe and describe how parts influence one another in things with many parts. 

S3CS4c. Identify ways in which the representations do not match their original counterparts. 

The play section or book chapter related to the CREATIVE IDEA/ACTIVITY:

The Sailboat Race: Pages 7-9 of play, Chapter 7 in book
(note: This activity was developed for the Sail boat race, but can be used for any story from text)
Materials:

· Construction paper

· Markers/crayons/color pencils

· Scissors 

· Popsicle sticks

· Pink foam sheet (for mouse ears)

· Cotton balls (for hair or fur)

· Yarn (for hair)
· Script from pages 7-9 of Stuart Little play
Directions/ Procedures:

Begin by dividing class in two groups (each group with have a chance to do both activities). On the first day, Group 1 will build the puppets while Group 2 is “rehearsing” for the play. The second day, these roles will be reversed. Group 2 will “rehearse” while Group 1 builds the puppets. 
Group 1: Actors/Puppeteers, director, etc, will rehearse lines and discuss how the play will take place.

Group2:  students will build puppets by drawing a picture of each character, using construction cut outs for clothes and yarn for hair. Encourage students to “think outside the box” and be creative with the way they make their puppets. Students will then cut out the picture of the character and glue it to a Popsicle stick. Students will label each character. 

Group 2 will give the puppets to Group 1. Group 1 Will then perform the play for the audience (group 2, teachers, maybe even students from a younger class).
Estimated Time: 10 minutes to build puppet and rehearse, 10 minutes to perform play, 20 minutes total 

Technology Connections:

Use following website to help students with understanding why boats flow: 

http://boatsafe.com/kids/021598kidsques.htm 

Use the following website to help students with understanding how sails work: 
http://www.seed.slb.com/en/scictr/watch/sailing/index.htm 

Examples, Drawings, or Pictures of idea/activity:

Picture and Example attached. 
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