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GRADE LEVEL: 3rd

Idea/Activity (Description):                     Title: A Different Evening on the River
Students will recreate the scene where Stuart meets Harriet Ames. Students will come up with a different scenario than the one which took place in the book.
STANDARDS:

     Fine Arts CONNECTION or other literature connections:

Theater Arts 
4
Topic: Artistic Skills and Knowledge: Creating, Performing, Producing

Standard: Expresses mental images through dramatic actions.
     CONNECTIONS:  (Other subject areas CONNECTED to the Idea/activity.)

ELA3W1. The student demonstrates competency in the writing process. The student
k. Writes a response to literature that demonstrates understanding of the text, formulates an opinion, and supports a judgment. 
The play section or book chapter related to the CREATIVE IDEA/ACTIVITY:

My idea came from Chapter 14 when Stuart and Harriet met. I did not like the way their evening went and I envisioned it differently. I also felt the defeatist attitude Stuart had in this chapter was unlike the rest of the character he portrayed throughout the book. This activity allows students to be creative and envision a different ending for the chapter.
Materials: Loose leaf paper, pencils, two pieces of construction paper, crayons or markers
Directions/ Procedures:

1. Students will work in groups of two and collaboratively think of a different scenario for Stuart and Harriet’s encounter.
2. Students will compose a short skit describing their new scene and act it out for the class. They will need to make two copies of the script.
3. Students will then create a visual to represent the character they are playing in the skit (either Stuart or Harriet).
4. Students will glue their copy of the skit to the back of the visual they created and perform A Different Evening on the River for the class!
Estimated Time:  About 40 minutes to compose skit and 5 minutes for presentations
Examples, Drawings, or Pictures of idea/activity:
Attached
(Submitted by: Ana Alicia Perez     VSU Read 3200 ( A ) Fall 2008.)

A Different Evening on the River
Sample Skit

Characters: Stuart Little and Harriet Ames
Harriet: Hello, you must be Stuart! It is so nice to meet you. I enjoyed the letter you wrote me.
Stuart: It is nice to meet you, too. It is not often I meet someone small like me. I am glad you have accepted my invitation.

Harriet: What do you have planned for us this evening?

Stuart: I was hoping you would like to go for a ride up the river in my canoe and maybe we can go for a swim.
Harriet: Oh, Stuart, that sounds lovely! I love swimming!

Stuart: We should get going then Miss Ames.
(Both characters read)  Stuart and Harriet had a wonderful evening strolling up the river in his canoe, swimming in the cool water, and relaxing on a water-lily pad for a while before returning to where Stuart was staying.
Harriet: Stuart Little, I had a lovely evening spending time with you.

Stuart: I had a great time too, Harriet. I’m glad we had good weather to go canoeing and swimming.

Harriet: Yes the weather was lovely.  I am glad we got to meet. I hope you will be staying in town.

Stuart: Well I am actually just passing through. I am on a journey to rescue my best friend, Margalo. I do promise that when I find her I will come back and see you.
Harriet: I wish you the best of luck finding your friend and I will be looking forward to seeing you again. Thank you for tonight.

Stuart: You’re welcome. It was nice meeting you.

Harriet: It was nice meeting you too, Stuart.

Examples of character visuals:
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