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GRADE LEVEL:  4th
TITLE:  Which Direction did Margalo go?
Idea/Activity (Description):

Students will create a weathervane to help Stuart find the direction Margalo went in.  They will also do a small research on why some birds fly north in the spring.  After collecting some information, students will write a paragraph on the material they found.
STANDARDS:

     Fine Arts CONNECTION or other literature connections:

Strand: Visual Arts

6 Topic: Artistic Skills and Knowledge:  Creating, Performing, Producing

Standard: Produces artworks in a variety of subject matter and in the areas of drawing, painting, sculpture, printmaking, pottery, fiber arts, and mixed media.

     CONNECTIONS:  (Other subject areas CONNECTED to the

      Idea/activity.)

ELA4R1 The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a 
warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and informational 
texts.
--For informational texts, the student reads and comprehends in order to 

develop understanding and expertise and produces evidence of reading that: 

a. Locates facts that answer the reader’s questions.
ELA4W2 The student demonstrates competence in a variety of genres.
--The student produces informational writing (e.g., report, procedures, correspondence) 

that:
d. Includes appropriate facts and details.
The play section or book chapter related to the CREATIVE IDEA/ACTIVITY:

Chapter 11  “The Automobile” pg. 75

Materials:

Cardboard

Construction paper

Crayons/color pencils

Straw

Plastic cup

Directions/ Procedures:

After reading the chapter titled “The Automobile”, in Stuart Little, have the students decide which way they think Margalo went.  Have them to create a weathervane displaying North, South, East, and West.  They can also create a bird that sits on top of the weathervane, which would represent Margalo and the direction that she went. Once they have created their weathervane, let students look up the website provided and find out more about why some birds migrate to the north during spring.  When they have found information, have them to write a paragraph on want they found on the website.
Estimated Time: _Approximately 30 Minutes
Technology Connections:

http://www.coolquiz.com/trivia/explain/docs/birds.asp
Students will need to go to the website above to learn more about the reason some birds fly north during the spring.
Examples, Drawings, or Pictures of idea/activity:
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