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GRADE LEVEL:   First Grade

Title:  Measuring with Stuart
Idea/Activity (Description):  
The students will work in groups to compare the lengths of items such as: toy cars and trucks, markers, books, pencils, and crayons. The students will measure each item with a ruler to the nearest inch.  Then, the students will communicate with each other in order to group the items from smallest to largest.  The students will write two sentences about the objects they compared.  The first sentence will state what the smallest item was and its length. The second sentence will state what the largest item was and its length.  Then, the students will use their imaginations and knowledge of their immediate environment to draw a picture of a unique car that measures exactly 6” long; the same length of Stuart’s car. The car should resemble a vehicle the student has encountered in real-life, such as a parent’s or neighbor’s car.  After completing their artwork, the teacher will allow the students to play an online measuring game.     
STANDARDS:

     Fine Arts CONNECTION or other literature connections:  

Grade 1- Visual Arts Standard 4:  

Uses imagination and immediate environment, including family, home, and surroundings, as sources for ideas.
     CONNECTIONS:  (Other subject areas CONNECTED to the

      Idea/activity.)

M1M1:  Students will compare and/or order the length, weight, or capacity of two or more objects by using direct comparison or a nonstandard unit.
M1P3:  Students will communicate mathematically. 

ELA1W1:  The student begins to understand the principles of writing: (D) Prints with appropriate spacing between words. (L) Uses appropriate end punctuation (period and question mark) and correct capitalization of initial words and proper nouns (e.g., personal names and months). 

The play section or book chapter related to the CREATIVE IDEA/ACTIVITY:

Page 78:

“From a shelf he took a tiny automobile, about six inches long-the most perfect miniature automobile Stuart had ever seen. It was bright yellow with black fenders, a streamlined car of graceful design.”
Materials:  Items to measure: toy cars and trucks, markers, books, pencils, and crayons

       Construction paper

       Crayons

       Washable markers
Directions/ Procedures:

1. The teacher will divide the class into groups, and remind them to use appropriate spacing and capitalization when they begin writing their sentences.
2. First, the students will measure each item to the nearest inch.
3. Then, the students will communicate mathematically in order to group their objects from smallest to largest.
4. Next, each student will write their first sentence about the smallest object. It should include what the object was and its length.
5. The second sentence will be about the largest object.  This sentence will identify what object was the largest and its length.  
6. Then, the students will use their rulers to draw a car that is exactly 6’’ long.  This car should resemble one that they have encountered in real-life.
7. Lastly, the students will be called by groups to play the online measuring game.
Estimated Time:  50 minutes 

Technology Connections:

The teacher will allow the students to play an online measuring game, Easy Inches, at www.funbrain.com. The game requires students to measure objects and click on the correct lengths.     

Examples, Drawings, or Pictures of idea/activity:

Please see the picture listed with this activity.
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