New Cadet,

First of all, I’d like to say welcome to Valdosta State University and AFROTC Detachment 172.  I heard you had some questions about field training (FT), so here I am to help you better understand it.


Once you finish your initial year in the detachment (for traditional, non-duel enrolled cadets), you need to make a very important decision.  You must decide if you think the Air Force is something that you would be interested in doing after college.  If the answer is yes, then your training will begin.  The detachment will put you in a field training prep program we call Camp Prep.  While in Camp Prep, you will be taught everything you will need to know for your journey to FT in the upcoming summer.  For more information on Camp Prep, refer to the Field Training Prep letter.  It will go into more detail about the ins and outs of Camp Prep.


Field Training is a very selective process.  Around the middle of February during the year you are going to FT, the detachment will submit a packet to headquarters AFROTC with your information in it to determine if you are given an Enrollment Allocation (EA).  An EA is the slot that is given to a potential cadet for enrollment into the Professional Officer Course (POC).  If you receive an EA, then you will find out which encampment you are going to around the end of April.  You will attend AFROTC FT at one of three locations, Maxwell AFB in Alabama, Ellsworth AFB in South Dakota, or Tyndall AFB in Florida.  Most bases have 2-3 encampments each summer with an average of about 2,000 cadets attending FT each year.  FT is typically held for 30 days (unless you must attend a six week camp because you are doing a program other than the 3 or 4 year programs).  

As far as my experience goes, I attended FT at Maxwell AFB during the 1st rotation; hence the name of my field training unit was Maxwell I.  Field Training will be nothing like anything you have experienced before.  It is demanding both physically and mentally.   Being there is an experience that can’t really be described.  When you get there, you may feel confused, tired, you may start having doubts of what you are doing.  But that’s when your training kicks in.  You know you have to get through it, as do your flight mates.  You will help one another get through FT.  

The hardest part for me was the how tired and exhausted you get when you are there.  You wake up early every morning, work hard and PT all day, and go to bed only to do it all over again the next day on 7 hours of sleep.  7 hours may seem like a lot, but when you are constantly busy and stressed out, 7 hours just doesn’t seem like enough.  You will grow used to the demanding schedule that the staff has in place, but you will always be weary and tired.  All you can do is rely on your flight mates and your training to help you get through those hard times.  FT is something every cadet must go though in order to become an officer in the World’s Greatest Air Force.  The detachment Cadre and the POC cadets will prepare you for FT.  They will teach you the necessary information in order for you to be successful at FT. 


I sincerely hope this information helps you better understand FT.  Just remember that your Cadre and POC cadets are here to help you and answer any questions you may have.  Any of them will be more than happy to answer any other questions that you can think of.  Good luck to you at field training, and I hope to see you in the Air Force someday.
C/Col George M.

