Dear New Cadet,


When I first came into the AFROTC program, I was asked what I wanted to do.  I said I wanted to fly.  After the usual; “its very competitive, blah, blah, blah, not everyone is cut out for it,” I was finally told this it the “secret” to getting the slot.

1.) Good commander’s rating: you want to be in the top 25% of your class


2.) Good Physical Fitness Test (PFT) scores 90 or better


3.) Good grades: 3.0 and higher


4.) Do well at Field Training: at least top third


5.) Pass pilot/navigator sections on the Air Force Officer Qualifying Test (AFOQT);

along with the rest of the test

I followed all of this advice the best I could and I was awarded a pilot slot; however, there are a few things I wish I had done differently and known about the programs available to me after graduation.

1.) ENJJPT (Euro-NATO Joint Jet Pilot Training) - What is it?  A program where the cream of the crop of pilot candidates are selected (It is something like top 10% for US Air Force Academy, ROTC, Officer Training School) to attend Undergraduate Pilot Training at Sheppard AFB with countries affiliated with NATO (students and instructor pilots).  These students are on the fighter/bomber track from day 1.  Basically, what this means is, if they make it through the training, they will be fighter/bomber pilots.  There is little to no chance for them to be cargo, tanker, helicopter, etc. pilots.    

-To even have a chance here are some statistics to go by (disclaimer: these are by my   calculations, they are in no way official!) 

1.) 75 and higher Pilot Candidate Selection Method (PCSM) score (this score is a combination of AFOQT, flight hours, and Basic Aptitude Test)


2.) 3.5 GPA (minimum)


3.) 100 PFT


4.) Superior Performer at Field training


5.) 1 or 2 cadet in commander’s ranking 

2.) Excellence in all you do: It sounds cheesy, but it is true.  Instead of going out with your friends every night you can, take a few of the extra nights you have to study, workout, take flying lessons, or study the AFOQT book.  Everything you can do to make yourself more competitive when applying for a pilot slot will only help you in the end.

-This doesn’t mean to work yourself until you burn out.  In the end the USAF is looking 


for well rounded individual as opposed to a bookworm.  Make sure to set a couple 
nights aside whenever possible to let loose with your friends.
 

3.) Attitude, Attitude, Attitude:  Make sure to try and keep a good attitude whenever possible!  Remember, bad attitudes spread like forest-fire and it will also speak volumes of your character.  Nobody likes an arrogant person, so make sure to keep yourself in check at all times.
4.) Anybody can do it:  It is true.  If you meet the physical requirements, anybody can get a pilot slot.  It just takes hard work!  I am an example of this.  I will be the first person to tell you I’m not the smartest by any means.  I had to work hard to maintain a GPA of 3.1 while pursuing a Business Management degree.  Just stick with it and you can do it!  








Good Luck,









Cadet Tray W.

