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It is my pleasure to congratulate Ms. LaSeanta Mason, the editor
and founder of the AFA Newsletter, ALIKA. LaSeanta, an English
major and an AFA minor, has done an outstanding job coordinat-
ing this newsletter and making sure that African American Studies
has yet another authentic voice. ALIKA not only publicizes the AFA
minor, but it also acknowledges the many phenomenal activities
our Program sponsors, including the Annual AFA Lecture Series, the
Annual Multicultural Sankofa, and the Annual Claydon H. Barron
Scholarship. As academic director of the AFA Program, | take great
pride in our AFA minors as well as the AFA Faculty and Staff listed
in this first issue.

Shirley Hardin
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Why African American Studies?

African American Studies (AFAM), an academic discipline, offers an
intellectual approach to the study of African people both nationally and
globally. Thus, it seeks to provide historically accurate assessments of
the roles and contributions of people of African descent to America and
to human history. As an interdisciplinary program, this minor offers
students the opportunity to conmmunicate more effectively across cul-
tural lines as well as to explore the social, political, and economic real-
ity of the black experience in the United States. In addition, the minor
encourages creative research, the acquisition of practical experiences,
and the development of intellectual expertise in African American Stud-
ies. Several departments at Valdosta State University offer courses that
support these goals.

Minor Requirements

The African American Studies minor requires the completion of at least
15 semester hours of African American Studies (AFAM) course work,
including AFAM 3000 and AFAM 4700. No more than two courses
from the same department may be taken to satisfy the requirements
of the minor.

First African American
Professor returns for
VISIt

Dr. Louis E. Dunbar, the first Afri-
can American to teach at Valdosta
State, was honored in a reception
on June 1, 2004. Dr. Dunbar, a

. Professor of Library Science, was
. hired the Fall of 1970 at Valdosta
 State College.




The Ninth Annual African American
Studies Lecture Series 2005

“The Ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments
of comfort and convenience but ...in times of challenge and contro-
versy. “

MLK, Jr.

Telling HiStory:
African American Men Ordering the Universe

Lecture #1 “The African American Male Telling it Like It Is”
The Brothers: A timeless classic with a timeless message Performed
by Dr. John Gaston, Dean VSU College of the Arts

Lecture #2 “African American Male Artist: Ordering the Universe”
“The Gourd Master Sam X" - Guest lecturer & featured artist with in-
ternational acclaim. The works of VSU’s dynamic artist, Aaron Reed,
will be featured as well.

Lecture #3 Pin Point Theater Presents: “The Meeting”
What would have happened if Malcolm X and Martin Luther King had
met before they were assassinated, just three years apart?

VSU Faculty and Students Honored at the Ninth
Annual AFA Lecture Series

VSU'’s African American Studies Program is very pleased to announce
the honorees acknowledged during its Ninth Annual AFA Lecture Se-
ries held during February 2005. Below are the recipients:

AFA Student Artist of the Year (2005)
Mr. Andy McClure, Philosophy Major and Djembe Drummer
Mr. Aaron Reed, Marketing Major and Visual Artist

Valdosta’s Firsts (2005) - An Annual Recognition
Ms. Laverne Lewis- Gaskins, Esquire — Director, Office of Legal Affairs
—VSU'’s First Official Attorney

Ms. Maggie J. Viverette, Director of Equal Opportunity Programs and
Multicultural Affairs — First African American Woman to Serve on the
VSU Presidential Cabinet (under the Administration of Dr. Hugh C.
Bailey, 6th President of Valdosta State).

Summer Study in Senegal: May 31-June 30

Would you like to visit Senegal? If so, here is your chance to spend 30
days abroad. You will live with a senegalese family and take classes at
a University. For only $3,750, you will be able to intern and travel. You
will have the opportunity to see a lot of this beautiful African country
while receiving college credit. For more information contact Program
Director Dr. Barbacar Mboup in 141 West Hall at (229) 249-2709,
bmboup@valdosta.edu

Caydon H. Barron Annual AFA Scholarship (2005)

Established by the family of Mr. Claydon H. Barron (1942 -2001),
this scholarship honors the memory of a devoted husband, father,
humanitarian, and business entrepreneur. Mr. Barron, a native of
Valdosta, Georgia, was the first African American appointed to the
Valdosta City Board of Education, serving ten years. This scholar-
ship continues to encourage the tradition of a respectable work ethic,
perseverance and academic excellence.

Scholarship Amount and Method of Payment
Three successful applicants will receive $500.00 each to be paid
directly to the University for Summer or Fall 2005 tuition and fees.

Requirements

Applicants must be African American Studies (AFA) Minors whose
transcripts must also demonstrate academic excellence at VSU. The
recipient must also be a sophomore, junior, or first semester senior.
Seniors graduating Spring ‘05 are ineligible.

This year the Claydon H. Barron Scholarship is awarded to three
(3) outstanding students:

First Recipient:

Calle Machelle Fielden Major: Psychology (Senior)

Minor: African American Studies

GPA: 3.48

Second Recipient:

Goodwin, Gala Patrice Major: Mass Media (Senior)

Minor: African American Studies

GPA: 3.75

Third Recipient:

Mr. William Stephen Foster Major: Psychology (Junior)
Minor: African American Studies

GPA: 3.23

Editor:
LaSeanta Mason
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Student Awards

David Lawton, Education major and AFAM minor, was awarded a
Certificate of Attendance from Hallmark Heights Head Start Father-
hood Program on February 18, 2005. Lawton, recognized for his
volunteer time for the program “Male/Child Career Day”, is also ac-
tively involved in the VSU African American Male Initiative (AAMI)
instituted by the University System of Georgia (USG) Board of
Regents.

Taurean Batten wins National Broadcasting Award

VSU student and anchor, Taurean Batten, won first place in News
from The National Broadcasting Society (NBS) at the national competi-
tion held this spring (March 2005) in Los Angeles, California. The VSU
Mass Media Department won first place for Best Newscast. Anchor
Taurean Batten is a Mass Media major and an African American Stud-
ies minor.

What Are Our African American Studies Minors
Doing Now?
1. They are teaching in culturally diverse environments.

2. They are pursuing the B.S. Degree in AFAM Studies as well as
graduate studies.

3. They are pursuing law degrees and working in law enforcement.

4. They are working in healthcare facilities.

5. They are heading editorial units for commercial corporations and
managing businesses.

6. They are counselors in juvenile homes, recreational and
correctional facilities and employment services.

7. They are employed as educational administrators.

8. They are advanced officers in the U.S. Military

9. They are city, state and national government employees.

10.They are adding the AFAM minor certificate to their resumes, thus

making them more marketable!

HARAMBEE

HARAMBEE, a multicultural student organization at Valdosta State,
was established May 1998. Its primary goals are to encourage aca-
demic excellence along with social and cutural awareness between
VSU and its affiliated communities. Each year, Harambee sponsors the
very popular multicultural Sankofa celebration honoring VSU's cultur-
ally diverse graduates. For more information, please contact Harambee
Center at 229-249-4843.

Sankofa

Sankofa is a multicultural celebration which will be held May 6, 2005
in Powell Hall Auditorium at 6:00 pm. All graduating Seniors are in-
vited to participate. Please call the AFA Office for more information:
229-249-4843.

Faculty

Dr. Shirley H. Hardin, Director

African American Studies and Professor of English
Ms. Melva S. Morfaw, Senior Secretary
African American Studies

Dr. Stephen Childs, Professor

Sociology, Antropology, and Criminal Justice
Dr. Joyce Davis, Associate Professor

Art

Dr. Jane Elza, Professor (Retired)

Political Science

Dr. John Gaston, Professor

Communication Arts

Dr. Ginger Macheski, Professor

Sociology, Antropology, and Criminal Justice
Ms. Deborah Morgan, Instructor
Communication Arts

Dr. Lamar Pearson, Professor (Retired)
History

Dr. Matthew Richard, Assistant Professor
Sociology,Anthropology and Criminal Justice
Dr. Ari Santas, Associate Professor

Philosophy

Dr. Okete Shiroya, Associate Professor
History

Dr. David Williams, Professor

History

Dr. Napoleon Bamfo, Associate Professor
Political Science

Ms. Levonne Lindsey, Assistant Professor
Communication Arts (Theater)

Dr. Lovanna Loverne, Assistant Professor
Philosophy

Dr. Viki Soady, Professor

Women’s Studies

Dr. Babacar Mboup, Assistant Professor
Modern & Classical Languages

Dr. Ikhide Imumorin, Assistant Professor
Biology

Dr. Calvin Walker, Assistant Professor
OASIS

Mr. Charles Todd, Assistant Professor
Music Department

Mr. Paul Campiglia, Assistant Professor
Music Department

Dr. Michael Brooks, Professor

Sociology, Anthropology and Criminal Justice

Additional Information

For more information, contact the Director’s office:
Dr. Shirley Hardin, Director

African American Studies Program

Nevins Hall-Room 1138

Valdosta State University

Valdosta, GA 31698

Phone: (229) 249-4843

Fax: (229) 259-5042

E-mail: shardin@valdosta.edu
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