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Alma Mater

‘Mong the stately pines of Georgia
Glorious to the view

Stands our noble Alma Mater
Basking ‘neath the blue.

Alma Mater, thee we honor
Praises never fail,

For thy fame shall never perish,
Red and Black — all hail!

Alma Mater’s sons and daughters
Ever will be true.

Always to thy heart returning
Dear old V.S.U.

Alma Mater, thee we honor
Praises never fail,

For thy fame shall never perish,
Red and Black — all hail!

Words by Helen Allen Thomas (’21) and Evelyn Brown (’24) 
Music by Dr. John Huxford, Professor Emeritus of Music 

Arranged for brass quintet by Kenyon Wilson 
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THE GRADUATE SCHOOL CEREMONY
FRIDAY, MAY 4, 2018 • 5:00pm • PE COMPLEX

ORDER OF PROGRAM

	

	 PRESIDING	 Dr. Richard A. Carvajal

	 OPENING OF EXERCISES	 Mr. John D. Crawford

	 PROCESSIONAL	 Please rise, if able, and remain standing.

	 THE NATIONAL ANTHEM	 Mr. Issa Young

	 PLEASE BE SEATED.

	 WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS	 Dr. Richard A. Carvajal

	 RECOGNITION OF MACE CARRIER	D r. Richard A. Carvajal

		D  r. Chester Ballard

	 PRESENTATION OF	 Dr. Robert T. Smith 

	 CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES

	 READING OF CANDIDATES’ NAMES	 Dr. Vince Miller

	 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES	 Dr. Richard A. Carvajal

	 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION INDUCTION

	 ALMA MATER	 Mr. Issa Young

	 PLATFORM PARTY RECESSIONAL	 Faculty & Graduates stay seated.

	 GRADUATE CELEBRATION	 Please join the graduates on the floor.

Sign Language Interpreting Provided by the VSU Access Office
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THE UNDERGRADUATE CEREMONY
SATURDAY, MAY 5, 2018 • 7:00pm • VSU FRONT LAWN

ORDER OF PROGRAM

	 PRESIDING	 Dr. Richard A. Carvajal

	 OPENING OF EXERCISES	 Dr. John D. Crawford

	 PROCESSIONAL	 Please rise, if able, and remain standing.

	 THE NATIONAL ANTHEM	 Dr. Tamara Hardesty

	 PLEASE BE SEATED.

	 WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS	 Dr. Richard A. Carvajal

	 RECOGNITION OF MACE CARRIER	D r. Richard A. Carvajal

		M  r. John Hansen

	 PRESIDENT’S AWARD	 Dr. Robert T. Smith

	 FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE	 Dr. Richard A. Carvajal
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	 College of the Arts	 Mr. Hamilton Bryce Whitford
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	 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES	 Dr. Richard A. Carvajal

	 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION INDUCTION
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	 FIREWORKS SHOW

Sign Language Interpreting Provided by the VSU Access Office
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Commencement Speaker

Amy A. Carter 

Amy Carter has held many titles over the course of her life. From State Representative 
to educator to mother of two, Carter has proven herself to be a passionate advocate for 
education, economic development, and rural Georgia. Carter represented House District 
175, which includes Brooks County and parts of Lowndes and Thomas counties, in the 
Georgia General Assembly from November 2006 until December 2017. During her service, 
Carter served in numerous leadership capacities including Floor Leader for Governor 
Nathan Deal, Chairman of Governmental Affairs, and, later, Chairman of the Appropriations 
Subcommittee on General Government. Carter also served as the chair of the Governor’s 
Teacher Advisory Commission in 2016 and was a member of the Agriculture & Consumer 
Affairs, Education, Governmental Affairs, Higher Education, and the Small Business 
Development committees.

During her time at the State Capitol, Carter committed herself to addressing a number of 
important issues including: decreasing dropout rates, expanding Georgia’s Pre-K program, 
improving technology in classrooms, and championing measures to support law enforcement 
and corrections officers.

Outside of her legislative accomplishments, Carter has dedicated her career to the betterment 
of her home: rural Georgia. Carter began her career as a Business and Office Technology 
Instructor at Valdosta Technical College and, most recently, served as a teacher at Lowndes 
High School. An educator at LHS for over sixteen years, Carter worked diligently to prepare 
sophomores, juniors, and seniors for future positions in the field of education. In addition, 
working alongside local businesses, Carter championed programs aimed at ensuring students 
have the soft skills necessary to succeed in the working world. Recognized as a leader and 
innovator within the field of education, Carter has leveraged her invaluable experience as an 
educator to fight tirelessly to ensure every Georgia child receives a world-class education, 
regardless of zip code.  In recognition of her efforts in education, she has received the 
Lowndes County Schools Distinguished Alumni of the Year Award, the Georgia Association 
for Career and Technical Educators Legislator of the Year Award, and the Georgia School 
Counselors Association Legislator of the Year Award.

A graduate of Valdosta State University and a member of the Phi Mu Fraternity, Carter’s roots 
run deep within her community. She is an alumna of Leadership Lowndes and Leadership 
Georgia and serves on the First Lady’s Children’s Cabinet.  She is also a former member of the
Valdosta-North Rotary Club and a sustaining member of the Valdosta Junior Service League. 
Her community involvement has earned her a number of recognitions including: Valdosta 
Woman of the Year in 2002, the inaugural Leadership Georgia Dale Threadgill Community 
Service Award in 2004, the 2011-12 Liberty Bell Award by the Valdosta Bar Association, the 
Loyce W. Turner Public Service Award in 2012, the Above and Beyond Award from 4-H in 
support of Youth Development Education in 2012, and Brooks County Woman of the Year 
in 2014.  Carter also holds an Honorary State FFA Degree and was named as one of only 
four “Power Women” in the state by Georgia Trend Magazine in 2013.

Carter completed her tenure as a State Representative in December of 2017, served as the 
Executive Director of Stewardship and Development for the Technical College System of 
Georgia until March 15 of 2018, and was named Deputy Commissioner for Rural Development 
Initiatives at the Georgia Department of Economic Development, where she currently serves.

Amy Carter loves spending time with her family in her hometown of Valdosta, Georgia 
where she serves faithfully as a Deacon of First Christian Church.
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Doctor of Education 
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An Analysis of Perspectives of Community Supervision Officers
Dr. James L. Pate, Curriculum, Leadership, & Technology
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The Athletic Training Professional Degree: A Case Study of 
the Perceptions of Program Stakeholders at a Private College
Dr. Karla M. Hull, Higher Education Leadership

Eric S. Kobbe
Factors Influencing College Students’ Acceptance of Push Communication 
Technology as a Means of Receiving Course-Related Content
Dr. Lars F. Leader, Curriculum, Leadership, & Technology

Matthew R. Maestas
A Study of Students’ Perception and Awareness of Crime 
on a Southeastern College Campus
Dr. James Gregory Archibald, Higher Education Leadership

Stephen G. Daniel
Motivations for Dual-Enrollment from a Student Perspective: 
A Qualitative Study
Dr. Karla M. Hull, Higher Education Leadership

Walter J. Parks
A Descriptive Study of Internet-Enhanced Instruction in 
Georgia Seondary Agricultural Education
Dr. Reynaldo L. Martinez, Jr., Adult and Career Education

Julia Winter Hooker 
An Ethnographic Case Study of Cultural Meaning: Novice Mathematics 
Teachers’ Shared Schema of Student-Centered Learning Methods
Dr. Lorraine Schmertzing, Curriculum, Leadership, & Technology

Emily E. Bell
A Qualitative Narrative Inquiry Study Investigating the Life Experiences 
of Identified Females in Their Efforts to Participate in Technology Careers 
when America Needs More Technology Workers and Technology Leaders
Dr. Robert Green, Curriculum, Leadership, & Technology

J. W. Keith Warburg
Culture in Clicks: A Symbolic Netnography of College Student 
Involvement in University-Sponsored Facebook Groups
Dr. Karla M. Hull, Higher Education Leadership

Marci B. Vining
The Influence of Organizational Structure on Teacher Empowerment: 
A Case Study of a Title I Elementary School
Dr. William F. Truby, Curriculum, Leadership, & Technology

Doctoral Degrees Tristin R. Carmichael
Narratives of Black Gay Male College Students’ Experiences at 
Predominately White Institutions
Dr. Lorraine Schmertzing, Curriculum, Leadership, & Technology

Beth A. Tuck
Teachers’ Perceptions of Discourse Usage in Elementary and Middle 
Grades Mathematics
Dr. Nicole M. Gibson, Curriculum, Leadership, & Technology

Larry G. Mitcham
A Study of the Academic Success and Retention of Postsecondary 
Students Peer-Tutored in Mathematics
Dr. Don W. Leech and Dr. E-Ling Hsiao, Dewar College of 
Education & Human Services/Curriculum, Leadership, & Technology

Rebecca R. Sharpe
The Transformation of a Community College to a Four Year
Baccalaureate Institution
Dr. Karla M. Hull, Higher Education Leadership

Cedric Artis Roberts, Jr.
A Phenomenological Study of Students, Teachers, and Parents Affected 
by Restraint and/or Seclusion Use in Alternative School Settings
Dr. Richard Schmertzing, Curriculum, Leadership, & Technology

Justin Lee Yoshida
Degrees of Separation: A Phenomenological Exploration of Twins Who 
Attended Different Colleges
Dr. Lorraine Schmertzing, Curriculum, Leadership, & Technology

Brittney Denier Cantrell
A LAB of Her Own: A Phenomenological Study of a Student Lab Assistant 
Research Program and Its Impact on Female High School Participants
Dr. Herb R. Fiester, Curriculum, Leadership, & Technology

Doctor of Public Administration

Natalie M. Kuhlmann
Evaluating the Impact of Government Subsidy on Student 
Borrowing at U.S. Higher Education Institutions
Dr. Michael M. Black, Director of Institutional Effectiveness

Deryl Mack Seckinger
Cocked, Locked, and Loaded: A Legislative and Policy Diffusion 
Analysis of Concealed Carry on College Campuses
Dr. James T. LaPlant, Political Science

Kristel L. Fitzgerald
Money and Matriculation: A Comparative Case Study of Lottery-Based 
Education Funding and Enrollment at Public Institutions of Higher 
Education in Georgia, Florida, and Kentucky
Dr. Greg Rabidoux, Political Science

Gregory S. Gates
Educational Attainment, Labor Market Outcomes, and Crime
Dr. James W. Peterson, Professor Emeritus of Political Science

Harry Jacob Nelson II
An Analysis of the Communication of Organizational Knowledge 
Along Workflows at the University of West Georgia
Dr. W. Todd Watson, Political Science

Carol Ann Ham
Identifying Possible Guidelines for Addressing the Unexpected Death of 
a Coworker in an Academic Workplace
Dr. Michael Sanger, Social Work
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Education Specialist Degrees

Lori Lesslie Alexander         

Barbara J. Alston              

Kelley Smith Ammons                 

Carolyn Jean Bennett           

Anthony Todd Bentle            
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Kawanna Michelle Jones         

Tiffany Nicole Kennedy         

Josephine Elizabeth Lane       

Amanda Gail Lankford           

Glenda Faye Layton             
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Cynthia Ann Roach              

Joseph Lee Robinson            

Jennifer Denise Ross           

Stephanie JoAnn Rutherford     

Julie Elizabeth Sirmans        

LaJuana Katrina Smith          

Tonya Danielle Spence          

Charlene Evans Stirewalt DD       

Phillip Dustin Strickland      

Kyndal Nicole Tawzer           

Craig Roberts Turner           

Jill Nichelle Wadley           

Allison Allene Watts           

Karla Bryan Wiley 

Alicia Nicole Wilkins-Donaldson
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Master Degrees

MASTER OF ARTS 
Reagan Helene Bennett          

Brenton Talley Dasher          

Sera Asli Gard                 

Paula J. McCullers  

MASTER OF ARTS IN 
COMMUNICATION 
John Evan Fondren

Kirklyn Steven Johnson         

Alexandria Mechal Peters       

Camille Ralston                

Camden Simone Reynolds         

Rachel Allison Scott           

Autumn Chantelle Sullivan

Julian M. Thompson              

MASTER OF ACCOUNTANCY 
Michael Chukwuamaka Anyanwu   

Hayfa Saad Bin Hussain         

Bennett Paul Grieco            

Patrice LaShay Ingram          
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Felton Lewis III               

Toni Rashai McFarland

Kiara Breanna Wright                

MASTER OF ARTS FOR 
TEACHERS 
Adriana Lee Amerson            
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Kathleen Marie Dennison
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Elaina Kavouklis               

Sybil Nicole Laursen           
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Rickie Gleen Joseph Limoges III
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MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
Sabrina Reed Blackston         

Kajetan Wojciech Borecki       
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Kristin Suzanne Ganas          
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April Amanda Mazes             
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MASTER OF EDUCATION 
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Caitlyn Marie Calhoun          
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Heather Pearson Cato           

Kory Chalmers                  

Joshua Samuel Chapman          

Andrew Ryan Chismar            

Courtney Massengill Clemmons

Darryl Ray Colley II           

Melissa Hartman Cooley         

Laura Kimmel Copeland          

De’Essence LaShai Cox          

Margaret Anne Coyne            

Shandreka Latrell Croft        

Morgan Weatherly Cutts         

Abigail Katelyn Dalton         

Taylor Marie Daspit            

Sara Morgan Daugherty

Caroline Crew Davis            

Margaret Noel Davis            

Rachel Louise Davis            

Hannah Godwin Deas

Payton Nicole Dillard

Kara Alissa Doering            

Jennifer Marie Donalson

Olivia Anne Dreckman           

Kaleigh Marie Eason

Mallory Katelyn Edge           

Stuart John Evans              

Alison Kelley Fay              

Kayla Spencer Floyd            

Susan Ivey Fortner

Rebekah Anne Foster            

Jennifer Elizabeth Fowler      

Maci Dee Fox                   

Amy Ulrey Frutiger             

Diana Lynn Gaillard            

Courtney Aldrich Greenway      

Alicia Renae Gresham

Derrian Nicole Hall            

Shelly Nicole Hall             

Mclane Spencer Harding         

Patti Sumner Heaton            

Rebecca Stewart Henry          

Leticia Marie Hill

Molly Alison Hill              

Melanie Morris Hyde            

Halie Nichole Imler            

Willie Russell Jackson         

Hollie Noel Jeffcoat           

Kendra NeChelle Jessie         

Anna Caroline Johnson          

April Ward Johnson             

Hannah Rebecca Johnson

Juliet T’avoni Jones           
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Laura Kimmel Copeland          

De’Essence LaShai Cox          
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Shandreka Latrell Croft        
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Abigail Katelyn Dalton         

Taylor Marie Daspit            

Sara Morgan Daugherty

Caroline Crew Davis            

Margaret Noel Davis            

Rachel Louise Davis            

Hannah Godwin Deas

Payton Nicole Dillard

Kara Alissa Doering            

Jennifer Marie Donalson

Olivia Anne Dreckman           

Kaleigh Marie Eason

Mallory Katelyn Edge           

Stuart John Evans              

Alison Kelley Fay              

Kayla Spencer Floyd            

Susan Ivey Fortner

Rebekah Anne Foster            

Jennifer Elizabeth Fowler      

Maci Dee Fox                   

Amy Ulrey Frutiger             

Diana Lynn Gaillard            

Courtney Aldrich Greenway      

Alicia Renae Gresham

Derrian Nicole Hall            

Shelly Nicole Hall             

Mclane Spencer Harding         

Patti Sumner Heaton            

Rebecca Stewart Henry          

Leticia Marie Hill

Molly Alison Hill              

Melanie Morris Hyde            

Halie Nichole Imler            

Willie Russell Jackson         

Hollie Noel Jeffcoat           

Kendra NeChelle Jessie         

Anna Caroline Johnson          

April Ward Johnson             

Hannah Rebecca Johnson

Juliet T’avoni Jones           

Rebecca Lynn Kluball           

Leslie Ann Knight              

Jamie Christine Kunkle         

Scarlett Leigh Lacey           

James O.M. Lee II              

Allison Marie Martin           

Natalie Alicia Nunn

Heather Elaine O’Neal

Kristina Padrick               

Lindsay Lynn Parker

Marianne Harley Parker         

Kari Rae Partin                

Kimberly Michelle Patrick      

Casey Hannah Ponder            

Shaneiga Shanteria Prise

Rebecca Leigh Ramsey

Jennifer Loughran Reid         

Kayla Sheree Rhodes            

Katelynn Elizabeth Rickard     

Amelia Michelle Roberson       

Brittany Marchelle Robinson    

Andrew Carl Rogers             

Kaylie Guess Rowan             

Caitlyn Alyse Rowe

Angela Christine Sanders       

Emily Frances Sauls

Meagan LeAnne Seabolt          

Tiffeny Arlene Sharpton        

Jordan Poole Simmons           

Erica Lynn Smitherman          

Brian Eugene Soash             

Gabrielle Lynn Strauss

Charlene Evans Stirewalt DD       

Kathrine D. Thompson           

Kelly Christin Thompson        

Anna Mock Thrift               

Rachel Christine Todd          

Cherelle Linette Townsend      

John Zachary Ulm               

Amanda Katherine Vasquez

Sylvia Monae Wade              

Jessica Lanae Walker           

Charlton Dean Ware

Cynthia Hopper Warren          

Miriam D. Watkins              

Megan Ann Weigle

Caroline Marie White

Rebekah Jean Whitlow           

Brandy Lynn Williams

Elizabeth Madison Williams

Kelly Michelle Wilson          

Rebecca Renee Windham          

James Neil Womack, Jr.          

Arkeriya S. Woods              

Ashita Arvind Zaveri           

Whitney Ellen Zwitzer          

MASTER OF LIBRARY AND 
INFORMATION SCIENCE 
Jessica Anderson               

Kendall Nichole Ball           

Rebecca Elizabeth Ballard      

Amanda R. Brown                

Anthony Joseph Caspanello      

Amanda Ely Chambers            

Kadrien Tasia Dale             

Carrie Frances Darden          

Marie C. Day                   

Natalie Walker Edwards         

Rebekah Christine Fannin       

Amber Renee Gruszeczka         

Amanda Dove Ham                

Lauren Marie Harper            

Nikita LaShawn Hines           

Jennifer Sandra Jacobs         

Adam Paul Johnson              

Krystal Lynn King              

Daniel Edward Klein            

Chelsie Lynn Labrecque         

Kristina S. Lang               

Dana Marseille                 

Katie Elizabeth Mitchell       

Kristen Allison Murphy         

Whitney Jane Nelsen            

Courtney Nicole Nix            
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Stacey Marie Piotrowski        

Rashida Kasi Rawlins           

Sara Kaitlyn Rees              

Tamisa Martin Ridley           

Carli Nicole Rodrigues         

Ella Brooke Bulmer Rose        

Robin Powell Sapp              

Aime’ Suchman Scarbrough       

Laurel Ann Seymour             

Rebecca Colleen Stowe          

Helena Tate                    

Christina Chantell McCrar Tatum

Robert J. Taylor               

Dylitchrous A. Thompson        

Tia Kamara Dynee’ Tucker       

Norman Thomas Webster                 

MASTER OF MUSIC 
EDUCATION 
Samuel McPhee, Jr.                       

MASTER OF MUSIC IN 
PERFORMANCE 
Terry Leon Andrews, Jr.         

Daniele Lawrence               

Jennifer Ashley Karel Michaloski

Dylan Glen Peters              

Philip Allen Schredl           

Issa Abasi Young               

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION
Wed Salem AlQurashi            

Mazen Saleh Alghamdi           

Ahmed Mohammed Alsubaie        

James Adam Barnes              

Kade K. Bell                   

Keiana Shalee Brown            

Kenya Samone’ Dixon            

Gabrielle N. Felps             

Lynda Sumner Fisher            

Sierra Christina Freeman

Brandon William Gulnick        

Obediah Elliot Hall            

Timur Kahramanov               
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Ebony Lyssa Middleton          

Rebecca M. Rusk                

Melissa Branyon Tolbert                

MASTER OF SCIENCE 
Erica Ashley Almond

David M. Arancibia             

Katelynn Alexandra Belliveau   

Loren Ashley Binns             

Ellory Kosh Bishop             

Korea Y. Black                 

Michelle C. Brooten-Brooks

Jo-Anna Elizabeth Brown

Vanesha Safarah Brown

Callie Michelle Buchanan

Misty Danielle Burkes          

Alyssa Brianna Calderon

Courtney Ayana Chaney

Michaela A. Connors            

Anja Cosovic                   

Sarah Katherine Cox

David C. Daniel                

Emily Elizabeth Dow

Michelle Fischer               

Paige Forshay

Kalin M. Goble

Elaisy Gonzalez                

Jennifer Lynn Griffin          

Rebekah Rae Harper             

Dominique T. Harris            

Samuel Russell Holly

Sara Ancuta Jalilnasab

Natalia Kuzmina

Ashley Marie Longsworth

Brittney Tinesha Lumpkin

Brianna Marie McCarthy

Angia D. McCloud               

Sarah Allison McFatter

Elizabeth Anastasia McGuinness 

Wendy Jiang McLoon

Ryan Mitchell Miller DD           

Kimberly Ann Mulkey

Ryan Sean O’Donnell            

Georgiana Patrasc              

Kamayla Ines Perry

Nathaniel Walden Powers

Howard Redding

Cody Lee Roslund               

David Lee Sexton, Jr.           

Josephine Gian Shieh           

Lyrica Linnae Solomon

Parker Ernest Stewart          

Alexa Lynn Thompson                      

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING 

Kala Bugg                      

Sarah Renee Colson             

Becky Shell Hale               

Haylie Giles Whittenburg                 

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK 
Brandi N. Abbott               

Pauleena Jo Akers              

Jaime Ruriko Albright          

Tracy Karette Allen            

Matthew Harold Bausch          

Christopher Allen Brown        

Janese Adellis Brown           

Joanna Renee Byrd              

Tammie Taylor Campbell         

Kevin Le’Juan Carlie           

Cassie Ladell Coley            

Hannah Claire Davidson         

Kathleen Deal                  

Whitney Lee Dixon              

Dona A. Doutt                  

Brandy Louise Dykes            

Keyanna Lashayla T’Keyah English

Jacqueline Marie Furey         

Jasmine Monique Gilmore        

Anna Lisa Hadbavny             

Latasha Love Hardy             

Jennifer Nicole Harper         

Kimberly Lakeisha Harvey       

Laura Wilson Hewitt            

Juwana Natasha Hightower       

Frank Eric Hines               

Milira S. Holder               

Taylor Rashunda Hunter         

Karonica Alisha Hurndon        

Stephanie Hillsman Johnson     

Lydia Badzoe Kanton            

Michelle Laine Knight          

David Edward Kouril            

Sheila Marie Leonard           

Robin Denise Macon             

Carrie Rebeca Mata             

Nicholas Blake McCullers       

Amber Jean McEntire            

Tyesha Mechele McGill          

Jessy Lee McMullan             

Jorden Linsey Milne            

Ashlie Monique Milton          

Karly Christine Morrison       

Aliesha Monique Mumford        

Fran Kelley Nelson             

Tamika Nicole Norton           

Mariah R. Nuckles              

Berinda Hollis Nwakamma        

Cathy Renee Rawlings           

Katie Grace Roberts            

Tiffany Cheri Scott            

Shanna Michele Taylor          

Quiteria Quinta Thomas         

Griselle Toro-Rivera

Mikeya Butler Vega             

Lester Louis Ward, Jr.          

Jessica Lee Winkler            

Sarah Elizabeth Womble         

Katie P. Wright                

Calandra Burke Young

Theresa Christine Young        
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Graduation with Academic 
Honors

Baccalaureate recipients with outstanding 
scholastic records graduate with academic 
honors. Exceptional students with 
cumulative grade point averages of at least 
3.9 (where A = 4.0) graduate summa cum 
laude. Students with scholastic averages 
between 3.7 and 3.899 graduate magna cum 
laude. Students with cumulative scholastic 
averages between 3.5 and 3.699 graduate 
cum laude. The scholastic averages are 
calculated for academic work completed 
at Valdosta State and other institutions, 
and students must have earned at least 60 
hours from Valdosta State to qualify. Since 
academic honors are computed before 
all grades are submitted, students whose 
final records qualify them to graduate with 
academic honors, or into higher honors 
categories, will ultimately be so designated 
on their diplomas and transcripts. If 
students’ final grades fall below academic 
honors levels, the honors designations will 
be changed or removed.
 
CUM LAUDE
Irvin  Alvarez 
Rocco Leo Angelillo III 
Corey Jesse Bailey 
Brooke Janeva Barber 
Christopher Alan Bartek 
Jaylin Allie Boatright 
Carly Elizabeth Bosch 
Kenzie Leigh Bowen 
Jeremy Wade Bowman 
Bonnie Leigh Brown 
Jalyn Nicole Buchanan 
Paige LaDestiny Buchanan 
Cayla Marie Burroughs 
Iyanna Sada Burton 
Trent Christopher Butler 
Katie Jo Buzzard 
Austin Thomas Byers 
Kendi Angelina Castoro 
Sydney Lane Chick 
Kennedy Ashton Cowart 
James Anfernee Cutts 
Brittney Alaina Davis 
Lauren Anne Day 
Thomas Harold Duncan 
Kara Lynn Elrod 

Honors & Commissioning

Taylor Marie Everett 
Alexis Quenshea’ Farley 
Jenna Ann Foreman 
Mallory Brooke Goodenow 
Alexia Lashawn Gosier 
Tahirah C’brie Gouldbourne 
Ashley Linden Green 
Jaleel Tavon Grier 
Tonya Maria Hall 
Paige Helen Hartley 
Maria Magdalena Herrera Vega 
Allison Avriett Hinson 
Nathalie Elizabeth Howard 
Savannah Leah Jones 
Jessica Catherine Kennedy 
Chloe Alyce Kimble 
Dongchan  Kwak 
William Howard Laney 
Nia Milbah Lewis 
Shawna Michelle Lucas 
Melvynique Portia Mann 
Maya Angeline Mapp 
Alexus Alexandria Mathis 
Nicholas Woody McPherson 
Meghan Therese McShea 
Faatihah Mursiata Meunier 
Jordan Jernay Minor 
Amara LaJune Moore 
Nia Imani Keyes Myers 
Claire Elizabeth Nash 
Sarah Elisabeth North 
Pedro Carlos Ortiz 
Rachel A. Peoples 
Elizabeth Renee Peters 
Rhett Allan Pickle 
Matthew Robert Pirrello 
Autumn Nicole Radtke 
Julia Grace Ramiszewski 
Lydia Amykay Ray 
Stephanie Frazier Seay 
Mikaela Danielle Shimko 
Jacora Brenay Smart 
Gloria Anita Smith 
Joanna Kaye Smith 
Kayla Faye Stevens 
Sarah Rebekah Taylor 
Tiffany Ruth Tilaka 
Mariah Simone Tucker 
Allison Victoria Wagner 

Jordan Dallas Wells 
Blaine Anne Wetherington 
Caroline Clarke White 
Audrey Summers Whittle 
Rebecca Marion Williams 
Stephanie Danielle Wilson 
Courtney M. Wright 
Tsung-Ju Clark Yang 
Francisco Solano Yim Kim 

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Casey Amanda Allen 
Nicholas Adam Anderson 
Jillian Rebecca Angel 
Tonya Lynn Baker 
Bradley Andrew Bayless 
Haley Denise Bennett 
Kalyn Ashlee Bowser 
Heather Lynn Boyd 
Tammie Dionne Boyd 
Terrance Duane Brown, Jr. 
Lisa Burns 
Roberto Carrillo 
Austin Bradley Carver 
Emily Grace Coats 
Victoria Faith Conrey 
Z. Pate Council 
Cody Austin Crance 
Caleb Douglas 
Samuel Douglas 
Darla Louise Dunning 
Hannah Rachael Michelle Findlay 
Brittany Carroll Fountain 
Olivia Sarah Fuller 
Yanet Garcia 
Luis Angel Gomez 
Alonso Ivan Gomez Martinez 
Marlene Antinett Gray 
Ryan Timothy Green 
Dana Leigh Hamrick 
April Marie Harris 
Frances Emily Danielle Harris 
Susannah Renee Harvell 
Sean Donnell Holcomb 
Lindy Alana Hollingshead 
Kate-Lynn Nicole Hosier 
Shelby Elizabeth King 
Jarad Austin Lewellen 
Emily Abigail Lewis 
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Xikun Liao 
Jacinda Moriah Miller 
Jessica Hope Millican 
Taylor Brooke Mims 
Justin Marcus Myrick 
Shakela Chantol Danuell Primrose 
Adam David Robles 
Makenna Shea Skeath 
Ashley Yaasmeen Smith 
Ashleigh Taylor Thames 
Elizabeth Delanie Turner 
Monica Renee Van Deventer 
Rebecca Lynn Walker 
Abigail Marie Waller 
Maggi Adams Watkins 
Breanna Sharee Wood 
Morgan Brooke Young 

SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Kaitlin Renee Adams 
Haley Margaret Aguero 
Scarlett Leigh Ashe 
Anne Nicole Baldwin 
Brittany Lynn Blackerby 
Kayla Nicole Chadwick 
Jamila Lee Chambers 
Kelly Dale Childers 
Kristy Quinn Clark 
Logan Michael Crace 
Tiana Marie D’Acchioli 
Kelsey Elizabeth Dickerson 
Patrick Dermico Elliott 
Megan Ann Foose 
Skylar Rae Giddens 
Bridget Ann Grizzle 
Sarah Ashleigh Henderson 
Kennedy Sage Horne 
Walter Austin Hufstetler 
Genevieve Marie Kennett 
Hannah Jane Knight 
Weldon Claude Lane 
Sylvia EE Teng Leong 
Emily N. Mangham 
Holly Elizabeth Mihalick 
Kathryn Cole Moye 
Reagan Elizabeth Plymale 
Davis Scott Roche 
Destiny Renee Smith 
Eric Bjorn Swenson 

Katie Marie Tillman 
Hayley Marissa Trouille 
Jessica Lynn Wellington 
Andrew Wells 
Emily Kate White 
Hamilton Bryce Whitford 
Christine Zeigler 

Graduation from the

Honors College

The VSU Honors College offers students 
who demonstrate superior academic 
promise an opportunity to enhance their 
curricular experiences by enrolling in 
uniquely challenging courses sponsored 
by the College of Arts and Sciences, 
College of the Arts, Harley Langdale, Jr. 
College of Business Administration, and 
James L. & Dorothy H. Dewar College of 
Education & Human Services. Students 
graduating with this designation have 
successfully completed a minimum of 20 
credit hours of Honors core courses and 
have taken at least two interdisciplinary 
seminars while maintaining a 3.2 or 
better university grade point average.

Kaitlin Adams 
Nicholas Anderson
Jamila Chambers
Kristy Q. Clark
Emily Coats
Logan Crace
Tiana D’Acchioli
Jared Galbreath
Skylar Giddens
Bridget Grizzle
Darian Hector
Kirstyn James
Nicole T. Lee
Jessica Kennedy
Holly Mihalick
Nia Keyes Myers
Erin Shaw
Christopher Adam Slaton
Eric Swenson
Ashilee Thomas
Elizabeth Delanie Turner
Jessica Wellington
Emily White
Christine E. Zeigler

Commissions from 
Military Science/
U.S. Air Force ROTC

Logan Arnt
Columbus Air Force Base, Mississippi

Kendra Booth
Keesler Air Force Base, Mississippi

O’schae Burris
Yokota Air Base, Japan

Ashley Casey
Keesler Air Force Base, Mississippi

Corde May
Keesler Air Force Base, Mississippi

Matthew Pirrello
Hill Air Force Base, Utah

Nicholas Spaulding
Randolph Air Force Base, Texas

Gage TenHagen
Goodfellow Air Force Base, Texas

Gamaliel Vendrell
Aeronautics Sheppard Air Force 
Base, Texas

Shawn Yates
Pensacola Naval Air Station, Florida
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Undergraduate Degrees

Undergraduate Degrees

Students listed in this program are 
candidates for the degree indicated; 
students will be awarded the degrees once 
all requirements have been met. (*Honor 
Graduate, DM Double Major, DD Double Degree)
 

COLLEGE OF ARTS & 
SCIENCES
Sierra Monique Adams
Yassir Abdullah ALjehani       
DeMarcia Lamontique Adams      
Travias Denzell Agnew          
Peter O. Akiti                         
Melissa Fernanda Alaniz        
Megan Elizabeth Allen
Michael W. Allen, Jr.           
Casey Amanda Allen*             
Amenzee Amu
Nicholas Adam Anderson DD*         
Peggy Marie Andrews            
Rocco Leo Angelillo III*        
Samantha Rose Armijo           
Domonique Simone Arrington     
Morgan Shandrea Atkinson       
Ashton Lamar Ballard           
Eunee’ Denise Ballard          
Kelly Michelle Barbour         
Preston Jim Barker             
David Alfonso Barragan         
Kiersten Chermagne Bass        
Shelby Lynn Beckett            
Yvonne P. Bell                 
Allison Elizabeth Belote
Jabari Sadiq Bennett           
Robert Shields Bennett         
Tyler Chaunice Bentley
T’Kievva O’Nisha Bentley       
Kristian Bienes                
Melanie Eileen Blanton
Kennedy Si’mone Blount         
Madeleine McGraw Bodiford      
Zachary Deane Bosworth         
Wesley W. Bower                
Tammie Dionne Boyd*             
Kyle Vincent Brooks            
Ashai Brittany Brown           
Mary Alice Brown               
Miles Anthony Brown            
Robert Jimmy Brown             
Jalyn Nicole Buchanan*          
Kayla Danielle Buie            
David Louis Burdette           

Kyle Andrew Burgering          
O’schae ‘Tamar Esedra Burris  
Iyanna Sada Burton*             
Austin Thomas Byers*            
Elijah John Caldwell
Tyler Alfred Gray Cabutto      
Jazmin Alexandra Capehart      
Ryan Dean Carr                 
Roberto Carrillo*               
Kelli-Ann Grace Carroll        
Jamerica Mikailla Ki’Yara Carter
Steven Nickolas Casey          
Damion Anthony Castellano      
Jasmine Carrie Change          
James Nathan Chapman           
Ashiva Zedasha Chisholm
Kristy Quinn Clark*             
Devin Jamel Clements           
Elesha Takara-lashae’ Cole
Ashley Renee’ Collier
Zackary Andrew Colson
Victoria Faith Conrey*          
Andres Contreras, Jr.           
Meg Cheryl Copeland            
Mary Theresa Corbin            
Morgan P. Cortes               
Z. Pate Council*                
Zachary Collin Crews           
Alyssa Breanne Curtis
Elijah Jaron Curtis            
Hillary Denetrea Curtis        
James Anfernee Cutts*           
Quinton Nathaniel Davenport    
Marleshia Terrian Davis        
Alexandra Taylor Deaton        
Kelsey Elizabeth Dickerson*     
Joseph Dietrich                
Daniel Lee Dixon, Jr.           
Lashundra Renee Dodson         
LeeLa Anis Donathan            
Caleb Douglas*                  
Rebecca Ann Douglas
Samuel Douglas*                 
Jamaya Kenyatta DuBard         
Thomas Harold Duncan*           
Evelyn Alexandra Dunn          
Darla Louise Dunning*           
Ian Douglas Dyson              
Keith Emmanuel Edelhoff-Baker
Travis Josh Edwards  
Morgan Renee Elliott           
Thalia Patrice Elliott
Kara Lynn Elrod*                
James Paul English IV          
Virginia R. Epps               
Jorge Adrian Escorza           
Sonja Evette Essic             

Angela Kristine Fant          
Sydney Sierra Files
Daniel Keith Fish              
Jessica Maria Fleming
Mary Kaitlyn Fletcher          
William Bryant Flowers         
Katlyn Nicole Ford             
Kira Nicole Forster DM            
Brandon Lavell Freeman         
Shamica Etesha Te’Anna Freeman 
Lada Gajdikova                 
Yanet Garcia*                   
Kimberly Nicole Gentry
Jessica Morgan Gibbs           
Tomeka Nicole Giddens          
Rachel Renee Goins             
Jessica Marie Gottlieb         
Marque’l Keon Gould
Bobby Lee Green                
Ryan Timothy Green*             
Brittany Hope Griner           
Zurcorick Jacarlas Guice       
Logan Rene Guy
Gabrielle Alexandra Haggins    
Montarius Jovan Hames          
Deja Alexis Hancock            
Wandell Keith Hargraves        
Willie Flem Harris III         
Kensley Jarrell Harris         
Darian Lee Hector DM DD              
Sean Patrick Heeney            
Clark Robert Heidenreich       
Fatma Hassan Heikal            
Stacy Lenora Heitman           
Maria Magdalena Herrera Vega*   
Diamante Jamall Hewitt         
Ben Drew Hogle                 
Sean Donnell Holcomb*           
Kennedy Sage Horne*             
Lauren Elizabeth Horne
Kate-Lynn Nicole Hosier DM*        
Walter Austin Hufstetler*       
Tahbius Dijzun Ahkell Hughes
Robert Everett Hyatt III       
Nyeelah Florencia Inniss       
Chelsea Denise Jackson         
Jaycee Calvalina Jackson       
Qua’Shaiila Phasheun Jackson
Yalonda Elece Jackson          
Kirstyn Mahalia James
Caitlin Rachelle Jarriel
Ceariel Sharell Johnson        
Ja’cynthia Shakura Johnson     
Leah Evan Johnson              
Michael Anthony Johnson        
Robert Leequantus Johnson      
Theodore Chase Johnson         
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Cobi Dayle Jolley
Jarfaith Deeon Jones           
Kierra Nichelle Jones
Rachel Lindsey Jones
Taylor Kristin Jordan          
Beau Justice                   
Ekaterina Dmitrievna Khomenko  
Chloe Alyce Kimble*             
Ryan Taylor Kincaid            
Shelby Elizabeth King*          
Ykeisha Marie Knowles          
Caleb Michael Koebble          
Kaitlyn M. Kudela
Renee A. Lacy                  
Shelby Leigh Lacy
Weldon Claude Lane*             
Jacob Howard Latz              
Amelia Lauren Lazerson         
Arlandis Joseph Lundy          
Hajiangelo San Jose Malinao    
Maya Angeline Mapp DM*             
Ernest Wayne Martin            
Jasmin Janae’ Martin
Erica Martinez                 
Ruvarashe Hove Masaisai        
Julianna Lee Masonheimer
Bailee Elizabeth Mathers
Vivian Mathis                  
Jennifer Lynne Matos
Malcolm Andrew Mayfield           
Tom J. McCloskey               
Jason Edward McDaniel          
Joielle Lacey McDowell         
Todd Landon McFarland          
Tongila Latasses McIntyre      
Krissy Anne McKinnon           
Briceton Lamar McNair          
Kimpenny B. McQueen            
Faatihah Mursiata Meunier*      
Kenneth Lyle Miley             
Jessica Hope Millican*          
Kayla Briona Mitchell
Amara LaJune Moore*             
Vincent Andre Moore            
Tiana Alecia Morrison          
Brett Phillip Mosier           
Angel B. Moss                  
Robert Sterling Murphy         
Christopher Myers
Nia Imani Keyes Myers DD*          
Justin Marcus Myrick*           
Ryan Clement Nobles            
Jacob O. Obande                
Whitney Nicole Ofton           
Jacob Mathis Oglesby           
Chibuzo I. Okoye               
Taylor Cheyenne O’Neal

Pedro Carlos Ortiz*             
Victoria Aimee Ostapski        
Sarah Grace Parrish            
James Alan Parrott             
Priya K. Patel
Zalak Bharatkumar Patel        
Kim Griffis Patton             
Douglas E. Pearson, Jr.         
Daniel Royce Pendleton         
Rachel A. Peoples*              
Rene Jesus Perez               
Elizabeth Renee Peters*         
Rosa Maria Pham                
Brian Christopher Phinazee     
Sarah Paula Pierre             
Cassandra Ann Pinder           
Matthew Robert Pirrello*        
Rinna De’Shonia Ponder         
Jennifer Michelle Porter       
William Katsu Porter           
Chelsea Lane Puckett           
Shayla Lynn Purvis
La’Quita RaQuel Rochelle Randolph
Aliseya Dimee’r Ratliff        
Ashley Renee Rattray           
Tayler Gail Anne Reed
Joycelyn Renae Reese
Sareni Esther Rivera           
Kaylee Brooke Rivers           
Tamica Monique’ Roberson       
Erica N. Roberts               
Emerald Diane Robinson
Gina Yvette Robinson           
Miranda Rena Robinson
Tangela Cody Robinson          
Amy Brad Rowan                 
Demetress Iesha Rozier         
Haneefah Domonique Saleem      
Raegan Nicole Sandy            
Magdalene Santana              
Hakeem M. Sawyer               
Ava Joy Scott-Moncrieff        
Katrina Alacia Scriblon        
Sandra Elisabeth Sculli        
Stephanie Frazier Seay*         
Jared Edwin Setser             
Anna Ruth Shaw                 
Danielle Shaw                  
Destini Lynn Shaw              
Erin Taylor Shaw               
Taylor Lorraine Shepherd
Maryann Shezadi
Justin Javon Simon             
Christopher Adam Slaton        
Donald Edward Small            
Ashley Yaasmeen Smith*          
Joanna Kaye Smith*              
Kayce Elaine Smith             

Kwatarrius Smith               
Nancy Wednesday Smith          
Tesia E. Smith                 
Timyia Breona Smith            
Jalene Rosetta Snowden DD         
William Franklin Snyder        
Amanda Beth Spell
Jennifer Stalvey               
Sebastian Antonio Staten       
Christina Melissa Stephens
Miracle Chantell Stevenson     
Sarah Elizabeth Surface        
Gage Matthew TenHagen          
Hunter Leann Terrell           
Ashilee Te’arre Thomas         
Carlton David Thomas           
Ja Taryia Evette Thomas        
Phillip Arias Tolar            
Kaler Monae Tomlinson          
Caitlin Elizabeth Helen Tondee 
Jessica Elizabeth Tondee       
Kelsey Eric Townsend           
Brittany Danielle Transou      
Deandra Nicole Tucker          
Dineke Chantelle Turner        
Brittni Ahmiel Turnipseed
Matthew Stephen Tuten          
Priscaflorence Adaugo Ubah     
Siria Clarixa Underwood
Maria Emilia Velasquez         
Holli Marlowe Wadsworth        
Allison Victoria Wagner*        
Andrea Leigh Wakefield
Brianne Sha Walker             
James Eric Walker              
Taylor Gregory Walker
Sharmaine Ontario Washington   
Amber Nicole Watts             
Tachiana Cournita Watts        
Jessica Lynn Wellington*        
Andrew Wells*                   
Jordan Dallas Wells*            
Sarah Brook Wells              
Patrick Dalton Wetherington    
Deborah J. White
John Walter White              
Audrey Summers Whittle*         
Shawn Lyman Wilder, Jr.         
Brent Aaron Wildes             
Charles Edward Wilkins II      
Clarisa Aaliyah Williams
Dairmid Kenyatta Williams      
Devon Roy Rustad Williams      
Juanell Lynnae Williams        
Megan Irene Williams           
Nomakwezi A. Williams          
Shantelle Hensley Williams     
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Tomeisha LeJean Williams       
LaCovya Suk-cha Wilson         
Catherine Bonner Worthy        
Allyson Nicole Wright          
Destinee Shuneal Wright
Mikayla Natasha Wright
Tiffany Renae Wright           
Azia-rose Kaitlin Yelito       
Paulo Ndifon Yong              
Amber York                     
Veronica Mee You
Brittany Samaria Young         
Mohammed Kamran Zahid
Bryson Dayne Zasada            
Christine Zeigler*                        
                               

HARLEY LANGDALE, JR. 
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
Hussain Talal Al-Abbasi        
Donald Robert Alger II DM         
Jane Adele Alligood            
Caleb Lee Autrey               
Britni R. Bailey               
Breanna Elise Baker
Laurie M. Bankston             
Skylar Dean Barnes             
Dustin William Barrett         
Bradley Andrew Bayless DM*         
Kevin Andrew Beatty            
Haley Denise Bennett*           
Taylor Leigh Berry
Bakari B. Best                 
James Albert Bibbs III
Zachary Ryan Blake             
Markia Sharmaine Blount        
Zachary William Botheroyd      
Matthew Lawrence Bowling
Adonis Earl Bradford           
Vastoria Etha Brown            
Austin Glenn Bryant            
Erin Lauren Bunke DM

Trent Christopher Butler*       
Hilda Melanie Cammarano
Kyana C. Campbell              
Brannon Brooks Cape            
Seth Joseph Carlo              
Christopher Allen Carter
Ashley Elizabeth Casey         
Maya Sallena Chandler          
Sydney Lane Chick DM*              
Kaley Brooke Clay              
Lindsey Nicole Cologie
Logan Michael Crace*            
Destiny Irene Craig-Mojica
Cody Austin Crance DM*             

Victoria Essence Crowder
Stacey Lynn Dannemiller        
Jacquez Deonte Davis           
James D. Dean III              
Mayra Lisbeth Duran            
Gage Huntington Eckwahl        
Jaisen Daniel Edwards          
Sophia Grace Edwards           
Emily Gabrielle Estep          
JiYoung Eun                    
Taylor Marie Everett*           
Godfrey Okezie Ezeigbo
Jaquavious Marques Ezell       
Chandler Blake Feimster
Tylhir A. Gardiner             
Samantha Leigh Gentry          
Seth Ahearn Golden             
Luis Angel Gomez DM*      
Alonso Ivan Gomez Martinez DM*     
Ismael Gonzalez                
Tanner Dailey Gordon           
JaVonte Daron Green            
Tekais D’Sean Grisby           
Andrea Nichole Haggard DD         
Kristen Alexandria Hall
Amanda Scott Hancock
Katelyn Abigail Hancock        
April Marie Harris*             
Darian Lee Hector DM DD              
Rachel Brianna Hill
Marley Malcom Holcomb          
Griffin Luke Holloway          
Callie Jennifer Jackson        
Cheyenne Savannah Jaglal       
Jeepil Jang                    
Trent O’Neal Jenkins
Chandler Wade Johnson          
Reginald Bernard Johnson       
Reyuna Lacole Johnson
Rhyan Lane Johnson             
Alexandria Rochelle Jones      
Dominic Andreas Jones          
Mitchell James Kamm            
Brandon Timothy Keller         
Charly June Kilpatrick
Idalis Morchell Kinder
Catherine Marie Kuras          
Dongchan Kwak*                  
Yash Lachhwani                 
Daniela Larrotta Bonilla
Ajani J. Leaphart              
Caleb M. Leon                  
Christopher DeVante Lewis
Xikun Liao*                     
Logan G. Lindy DM                 
Jarius Kenard Little           
Louis Daniel Lowe III          
Maiya Linn Mabry               

Wanessa Couto Machado DM          
Sabrina Alessandra Magno       
Melvynique Portia Mann*         
Ashley Elise Marmolejos        
Georges Paul Martin            
Alexus Alexandria Mathis*       
Mitchell Austin Matson DM

Corde’ Lazuras May             
Shelby Nicole Mayes            
Kaitlyn Elise McClung DM          
Haley Nicole McConnell         
Jessica Danielle McFall        
Tara Lynn McIntyre             
Kyle J. McRae                  
Merdan Meredov
Jon Norris Mills
Stefon La’Troy Mills           
Quiniecia D. Milner            
Madison Jena’ Mitchell         
Adam Cory Mobley               
Amanda Lee Mobley              
Jessica Leigh Mohl             
Kayla LeAnn Moody
La’Ron Christine Moultrie      
Saadiq Haleef Muhammad         
Dalton James Murray            
Hannah Marie Nellums           
Jeffrey Paul Nicholson         
Sarah Elisabeth North DM*          
Alexis Monet Outlaw            
Lori Lynn Parker               
Hiren Rajendra Patel           
Briana Erickia Payne
Jacob David Plunkett           
George McCants Plymel
Anke Poncelet DM                  
Aquala Ariel Pritchard         
Autumn Nicole Radtke*           
Santiago Ramirez               
Julia Grace Ramiszewski*        
Jesus Ramos
Sinclaire Elizabeth Reddings   
Shelby Laine Register
Jasmine Ciera Reid
Raven Simone Rhodes            
Emanuel Ricardo                
Heather Nicole Robinson        
Adam David Robles*              
Davis Scott Roche*              
Angelica Nicole Maria Rogers   
Trenton Reed Sanders           
Sabrina Margaretha Sofia Schmidt
Christopher W. Scurry          
Cameron Todd Segraves          
Seraya Lanele Sheppard         
Kimberly Leigh Simpson         
Jackson Frederick Sleeman      
Janie Karlisa Smith 
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Sharkeevia Janay Solomon       
Joseph Ford Spinks             
Samuel Truett Stalvey          
Mallory Laura Stewart          
Victoria Diane Stewart
Kali Martina Strickland
Courtney Meagan Sutton         
Stacy Lynn Sutton              
Daniel John Aubrey Sweat       
Eric Bjorn Swenson*             
Sarah Rebekah Taylor*           
Wesley Howard Taylor           
Thomas Conner Thigpen          
Freddy Thompson
Katie Marie Tillman*            
Jonathan Chandler Tomberlin
David Benjamin VanLandingham   
Brittany Suzanne Voigt
Julia A. Vondersmith
Amanda Jean Walden             
Meagan Elisabeth Wall          
Jacquelyn Khadijah Walton      
Charletta Watson
Phillip Walton                 
Kiara Lisette Washington       
Haley Elizabeth Wassom         
Samantha Watson-Jones DM          
Austin Taylor Weaver
Symphony Noel White            
Davis Ray Williamson           
Richard R. Williamson DM

Nathinael Hailu Wondimu        
Yujin Woo                      
Leah Taylor Wood
Dylan Elijah Worley            
Francisco Solano Yim Kim DM*       
Amy Lovene Young                        
                               

JAMES L. & DOROTHY H. 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
& HUMAN SERVICES 
Kaitlin Renee Adams*            
Vanessa Marie Allen            
Nicholas Adam Anderson DD         
Taryn Bryana Anderson          
Christopher Boyer Andzel       
Jillian Rebecca Angel*          
Logan Nathanial Arnt           
Destini Marie Ashcraft
Corey Jesse Bailey*             
Tonya Lynn Baker*               
Anne Nicole Baldwin*            
Brooke Janeva Barber*           
Laura Lee Bass                 
Brittany Lynn Blackerby*        
Shakerri B. Blackmon           
Jaylin Allie Boatright*         

Cortney Watson Bolling         
Isaiah Emanuel Booker          
Kendra L. Booth                
Carly Elizabeth Bosch*          
Kenzie Leigh Bowen*             
Jeremy Wade Bowman*             
Kalyn Ashlee Bowser*            
Heather Lynn Boyd*              
Quatoni Shakia Bradshaw        
Bonnie Leigh Brown*             
April Michelle Browning        
Drew Earleen Bryan             
Loren Denise Bunte             
Lisa Burns*                     
Katie Jo Buzzard*               
Brittany La’Sean Carroll       
Emily Caroline Carter          
Megan Laine Carter             
Kendi Angelina Castoro*         
Kayla Nicole Chadwick*          
Jamila Lee Chambers*            
Kelly Dale Childers*            
Amber Justice Chinn            
Emily Grace Coats*              
Lashawna Chanel Colbert        
Steven Anthony Cooper          
Alex Madison Corbitt           
Ashley Nicole Couch            
Kennedy Ashton Cowart*          
NaKeya Ella Cloteal Craig      
Daniel Ellis Cumba             
Dean David Cutler              
Tiana Marie D’Acchioli*         
Aaliyah Jade Danielly          
Brittney Alaina Davis*          
Lauren Anne Day*                
Rachael Lee Day                
Analyss Brooklyn DelBoccio     
Elizabeth Marie Doepp          
Devin Edward Durham            
Jenae’ Katherine Durham        
Patrick Dermico Elliott*        
Michelle Leigh Evans           
Mikah Julie Evans              
Alexis Quenshea’ Farley*        
Christopher Ryan Farrill       
Hope Michelle Fitzwater        
Jayla Reikell Flournoy         
Jamesia Iman Folston           
Jenna Ann Foreman*              
Donivan LaKeith Foster         
Brittany Carroll Fountain*      
Kadeidre Lashay Francois       
Ketorah Renee’ Frazier         
Olivia Sarah Fuller*            
Lilia Andrea Galan             
Alexandra Naomi Galyan-Mann    
Skylar Rae Giddens*             

Dezsarae Gill                  
De’obra Monique Glover         
Kayla Michelle Goen            
Hannah Rebecca Golden
Desiree’ Rose Goldstein        
Mallory Brooke Goodenow*        
Alexia Lashawn Gosier*          
Tahirah C`brie Gouldbourne*     
Celena Danielle Green          
Bridget Ann Grizzle*            
Molly Christine Grove          
Kara Faith Guthrie             
Tegan J. Hall                  
Tonya Maria Hall*               
Dana Leigh Hamrick*             
Kiley Breanna Handley          
Frances Emily Danielle Harris*  
Paige Helen Hartley*            
Whitney Nicole Hartwig         
Crystal Michelle Henderson     
Sarah Ashleigh Henderson*       
Taylor Elaine Hendricks        
Kendria Monique Hill           
Charla Alley Hilliard DD          
Allison Avriett Hinson*         
Laura Nehring Holland          
Lindy Alana Hollingshead*       
Kate-Lynn Nicole Hosier DM*        
Nathalie Elizabeth Howard*      
Kathrine Elizabeth Howe        
Autumn Elizabeth Hughes        
Brittany Gina Jackson          
Ahnna Elizabeth Jacoby         
Samantha Elizabeth Johns       
Daija Michelle Jones           
Tonique Alaina Jones           
Kelsey Blake Joyner            
Brandy Nichole Kelly           
Jessica Catherine Kennedy*      
Genevieve Marie Kennett*        
JuYoung Kim                    
Hannah Jane Knight*             
Emily Lauren Koutsky           
William Howard Laney*           
Jessica Nicole Carrano Lary    
Brody W. Lathem                
Sade Ashley Lee                
Raegan Nicole Lentz            
Justin M. Lestenkog
Jarad Austin Lewellen*          
Emily Abigail Lewis*            
Nia Milbah Lewis*               
Amelia Marie Lively
Shaniqua Vatisha Lovejoy       
Rikysha Virginia-Dell Mack     
Emily N. Mangham*               
Randall Owen Mason             
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Mary Elizabeth Maxwell         
Daija Kaylene McClenney        
Lori-Ann Montgomery McFather   
Amanda Brooke McLeod           
Irene Medina                   
Precious Diane Melton
Crystal Clarkson-Miccoli          
Scarlet A. Michaels            
Holly Elizabeth Mihalick*       
Morgan Cierra Mikell
Ashley Marie Miller            
Jacinda Moriah Miller*          
Taylor Brooke Mims*             
Jordan Jernay Minor*            
Malaysia Antigua Mitchell      
TaCara ReAnn Moore             
Jalah Nichole Morris           
Catie Michele Morse            
Kathryn Cole Moye*              
Steve Allen Myers, Jr.          
Nia Imani Keyes Myers DD*          
Claire Elizabeth Nash*          
Christopher Corey Newkirk      
Anna Victoria Newsome          
Quynh Le- Hoang Nguyen         
Natalie Alyse Noles            
Kenneth Wayne O’Bara           
Elizabeth Olguin               
Tina Oliver                    
Pedro Ortiz III                
Arden Lee Osborne              
Megan Dene’ Owens              
Kiara Shaneil Parker           
Briane Nicole Parrish          
Carsen Lee Pastirik            
Tiffany Evette Patterson       
Chanraksmi Khuam Pel           
Bridget Murdace Perkins        
Clarissa Janay Perkins         
Rhett Allan Pickle*             
Reagan Elizabeth Plymale*       
Tiara Pope
Michael D. Post                
Shakela Chantol Danuell Primrose*
Amber Yvette Prince            
Trenton Wesley Pruett          
Chandre’ Tranece Pryor         
Chelsea Cha’quoia Ramsey       
Lydia Amykay Ray*               
Victoria Elizabeth Redding     
Travis Jackson Register        
Nigel Gregory Richards         
Bradley Weaver Richmond
Matthew Gates Riding           
Heather Danielle Roberts       
Alyssa Michelle Roundtree      
Cadie M. Ryer                  

Lesli Megan Saint              
Rosalie Del Carmen Sanchez     
Jared Andrew Scott             
Heather Marie Screen           
Carina Jordan Sessions         
Mikaela Danielle Shimko*        
Makenna Shea Skeath*            
Taylor Kathryn Smart           
Daniel Joshua Smith            
Destiny Renee Smith*            
Gloria Anita Smith*             
Jalene Rosetta SnowdenDD         
Sara Lindsey Sowell            
LaJuria Tranese Spells
Kayla Faye Stevens*             
Angela Storrings               
Steven Blake Suggs             
Julie Alexandria Tapp          
Ashleigh Taylor Thames*         
Tiffany Ruth Tilaka*            
Mariama Eshe Tomlin-McDonald   
Hayley Marissa Trouille*        
Monica Renee Van Deventer*      
Marty Wayne VanHorn
Kelly Pike Vann                
Haley Morgan Vinson            
Bernard Lydell Walker          
Elainia R. Walker
Abigail Marie Waller*           
Maggi Adams Watkins*            
Sara Lindy Ann Watkins
Abigail Rose West              
Jordan G. Westberry            
Megan Marie Wetherington       
Haley Leigh Whiddon            
Caroline Clarke White*          
Emily Kate White*               
Kaylee Savannah White          
Kala Nicole Whitley            
Joni Lee Wiggins               
Amber Rae Williams             
Rebecca Marion Williams*        
Kati Keeffe Wilson             
Stephanie Danielle Wilson*      
Breanna Sharee Wood*            
Marisa Morgan Woodworth        
David Anderson Wortham         
Courtney M. Wright*             
Briana N. Young
Lina Flor Paclibar Young
Morgan Brooke Young*           

COLLEGE OF NURSING & 
HEALTH SCIENCES
Wesley Terrell Alston          
Irvin Alvarez*                  

Justice Shiqui Balcom
Sarah Elizabeth Baldwin
Stephanie Kathleen Barritt     
Christopher Alan Bartek*        
Jeffrey Dallas Behrman         
James Preston Bennett III      
Alexander Jon Bergozza         
Miranda Faith Bullard          
Janee’ Alexandra Callahan
Shelby Lillian Cannon          
Ronald Carter                  
Austin Bradley Carver*          
Tabithia Diane Cochran         
Chelsey Briana Coneway         
Jessica LeAnne Cook            
Shanna Elizabeth Cox           
Joseph Maurice Crotty          
Kara Faye Diane Crotty         
Brienna Danielle Daly          
Tara Michelle Dambach
Jaletha Destiny Daniels        
Benjamin Ryan Davis
Karlan Olivia Davis            
Caitlyn Jane Dawkins
Karen Ann De Leon              
Kristie Elana Dixon            
Jalyssa Vanee Ellis
James Marlen Ethredge
Kylie Emma Fischer             
Alana Brenay Fraley            
James Marcus Futch             
Jared Devoy Galbreath          
Kennedy Briana-Marie Gray      
Taylor Marie Griner            
Ebony Jarnell Haire
Susannah Renee Harvell*         
Charla Alley HilliardDD          
Darbi Goff Hilliard            
Kendall Rikki Holland          
Tyra Marie Holloway
Allison Leigh Holmes           
Alex Horton III                
Jasmine Shenishala-La’Sha Jackson
Lynda Renae Jimenez            
Abigail Corrine Johnson        
Jodi-Ann Jasmine Johnson       
Rico Jermaine Johnson          
Savannah Leah Jones*            
Jetta En’towie Kaimachiande    
Nicole Tyler Lee               
Kanya M. Lewis                 
Kaileigh Adelle Lovins         
Madeline Marie Marsh           
Taylour Mason                  
Chelsea Tatiyana Mayo
Jerry Lewis McMullen, Jr.       
Aubree Catherine McPherson     
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Mark Menjivar                  
Courtney Zankeira Merrion      
Emily Danielle Millan          
Kenyatta Asante Miller         
Kelsey Leigh Montford
Brittney Lauren Moreau         
Janyne Musso                   
Kiana Olivia Neal
Kathryn Hayley Overman
Sarah Elizabeth Owens          
Justin Matthew Parks           
Danyell Marie Peaks
Sadie Paulk Peterson           
Tiara Diamond Pope             
Ashley Elizabeth Pritchett     
Kaitlyn Marie Pritchett        
Aaron Hope Purvis              
Aris Lanae Reeves              
Megan Estelle Register         
Emily Ruth Rowe                
Brent Matthew Sappe            
Theresa Michelle See           
Devon Marie Simmons            
Katrina Se-anne Solomon        
Kali Elizabeth Spitzmiller     
Kristen Diane Stephens         
Seleena Sabrina Streat         
Heather Marie Streichert       
Juawana Shonte’ Stringer       
Hope Alison Summers            
Daniel Alexander Tefft
Brianna Marie Thomas
Shannon Nicole Thompson        
Breanna Marie Trueblood
Mariah Simone Tucker*           
Elizabeth Delanie Turner*       
Danielle Corey Varn            
Jessica Naomi Vowell           
Breonna Nicole Walker          
Savannah Marie Ward            
Haley Nicole Wheeler           
Sarah Jessica Whiddon
Morgan Taylor White
Emily Danielle Williams
Quentoria Denise Willingham 
David Mark Wright
JaCorius Malik-I’mohn Zellner         

COLLEGE OF THE ARTS
Andrew Ryan Adams              
Haley Margaret Aguero*          
Allison Caroline Aldridge      
Kenneth Lee Alexander
Scarlett Leigh Ashe*            
Jo’van Austin                  
Madeline Nicole Bacheller      

Lindsey E. Bacon               
Kendra Faith Beasley           
Jonathan Ryan Bice             
Beau Mitchell Blair            
Michael James Blumhardt        
Terrance Duane Brown, Jr.*       
Jourdan Noelle Brown           
Shantia Meshannon Brown        
Paige LaDestiny Buchanan*       
Cayla Marie Burroughs*          
Nathan Jodah Calvert           
Erik A. Caver                  
Alec James Childres            
Peyton Childs                  
Kristina Marie Clay            
Samantha Rose Cohen            
Jasmine Lillie Collins         
Matthew Janis Gary Cooper      
Nicole Alexis Cordasco         
Tahirah Mandisa Cornwall       
Courtney M. Crafter
Jordan Alexis Curles           
Marcus DeWan Curry
Joseph M. Davis                
Ladarius A. Dennison           
Aubree Lynn Denton             
Zachary Ryan Di Zillo          
Akerius Dixon                  
Logan Stuart Dotson            
Kiaire Brianna Duclos
Dalton Boone Duty              
Kyndol Joy Ennis               
Colin James Entz               
Wyketa Necole Evans            
Lauren A.C. Everett            
Morgan Alyssa Farquhar         
Brittani A’Diana Felder
Hannah Rachael Michelle Findlay*
Dahnea Nechelle Finkley        
Megan Ann Foose*                
Leah Danielle Funderburg       
Pamela Gail Gambuti            
Andy Scott Gardere             
Nicholas Alexander Gillis
Marlene Antinett Gray*          
Ashley Linden Green*            
Velecity S. Greenwood          
Jaleel Tavon Grier*             
Evan Randall Gunn              
Andrea Nichole Haggard DD         
Kevin Ullysses Hall, Jr.        
Ashton Kennedy Harper
Amber Aaliyah Harris           
Nathan P. Hobson               
Dana Alysse Horsford           
Hyon Hur                       
Andrew Xavier Irvin            

Takiya Zhane’ Jackson          
Maria Ann Jaime                
Breanna Niamani Johnson        
Darrel Dion Jones              
Kennedy Elizabeth Key          
Andrea Leon-Moreno             
Sylvia EE Teng Leong*           
Aerial Livingston              
Jacobe Deonte Love             
Shawna Michelle Lucas*          
Nicholas Woody McPherson*       
Meghan Therese McShea*          
Ashley Caroline Mixon          
Selena Joan Mondragon          
Hugo Julian Morales Calderon   
Diana Carolina Motta           
Josiry Arly Orellana           
Savannah Shelton Parramore     
Alexis Janae Patrick           
Spencer Roosevelt Robinson     
Tevin Levon Ryles              
Tamera Monique Sanders         
Wesley James Saul              
Yosibel Severino Milander      
Eboni’ B. Register
Meagan Denise Sherman
Jacora Brenay Smart*            
Morgan Michael South           
Loren Alexander Spencer        
Anna Kate Sprites              
Joseph Cody Stebbins           
Charley Jean Sullivan          
Caroline Leigh Taylor          
Jerrick Jamal Taylor           
Sarah Elizabeth Taylor         
Alexandria Joy Thomas          
Dalton Dewayne Tippins         
Dalton R. Tornabene            
Emilly Caroline Traylor        
Mary Patricia VanLandingham    
Kelsey Whitehead Verity        
Ansley Eva Vicknair            
Rebecca Lynn Walker*            
Tristan Malik Wallace
Dominquie Shaquille Walters    
Chelsea Aleece Warren          
Shaquaja Shambree Washington   
Blaine Anne Wetherington*       
Tyreese Michelle Whitehead     
Hamilton Bryce Whitford*        
Stephanie Renee Wilson         
Jyrell Deion Wynn              
Tsung-Ju Clark Yang*            
Shawn Andrew Yates             
Cedrice Renaria Young
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College of Arts & Sciences

Christine E. Zeigler of Hahira, 
Georgia, is the recipient of the Spring 
2018 President’s Award for Academic 
Excellence for the College of Arts and 
Sciences at Valdosta State University. She 
graduates summa cum laude with
a Bachelor of Arts in mathematics.

“I am honored and excited to lead 
my fellow graduates in our spring 
commencement,” she said.  “I have 
looked forward to graduation for so long, 
and I know my peers have as well. I look 
forward to what the future holds.” 

Zeigler said that she is proud to be part of the last graduating class of 
the College of Arts and Sciences, which will be split into the College 
of Humanities and Social Sciences and the College of Science and 
Mathematics on July 1. 

As a student at VSU, Zeigler served as vice president of VSU’s chapter 
of the Mathematical Association of America; secretary, treasurer, and 
president of the Georgia Epsilon chapter of Pi Mu Epsilon; and a member 
of the Honors Student Association and Alpha Lambda Delta: National 
Honor Society for First-Year Students. She studied abroad in Spain and 
also found time to give back to her community as a member of the 
South Georgia Chrysalis Board of Directors, a member of the Hahira 
United Methodist Church Administrative Council, a mathematics tutor 
with VSU’s Academic Support Center, a community tutor for the Parker 
Mathis Learning Center, a puppy raiser with the Guide Dog Foundation 
for the Blind Inc., and a volunteer with the Alliance of Therapy Dogs.

Zeigler’s commitment to academic, research, and service excellence on 
campus, in the community, and around the world resulted in her being 
named a Zell Miller Scholar and a member of the Dean’s List four years in a 
row and earning the 2017 Sallie Hutchinson Scholarship, third place in 
the 2016 VSU Pi Mu Epsilon Mathematics Competition, second place in 
the 2018 VSU Pi Mu Epsilon Mathematics Competition, and the 2018 
Outstanding Student in Mathematics Award. She participated in the 
2016 William Lowell Putnam Mathematical Competition and presented 
research on conic sections and mixed metrics at the Mathematical 
Association of America Southeastern Section 2018 Spring Meeting 
March 23-24 in Clemson, South Carolina. She will present that research 
again during VSU’s Undergraduate Research Symposium April 9-12. 

Zeigler plans to continue her education at VSU and pursue a Master of 
Arts in Teaching, with a focus on secondary education mathematics. She 
hopes to become a high school teacher and maybe transition into higher 
education later in her career. She is the daughter of Dr. Lois Bellflowers, 
Dr. Stephen Zeigler, Michael Bellflowers, and Jennifer Zeigler. 

President’s Award for
Academic Excellence

The President’s Award for Academic Excellence is presented to the 
graduating student with the highest grade point average in each of 
VSU’s five colleges — James L. and Dorothy H. Dewar College of 
Education and Human Services, College of Arts and Sciences, Harley 
Langdale Jr. College of Business Administration, College of Nursing 
and Health Sciences, and College of the Arts. These students serve as 
the banner carriers for their respective colleges.    

College of the Arts

Hamilton Bryce Whitford of 
Warner Robins, Georgia, is the recipient 
of the Spring 2018 President’s Award 
for Academic Excellence for the College 
of the Arts at Valdosta State University. 
He graduates summa cum laude with a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in mass media. 

“This is an incredible honor and a very 
humbling experience to be able to lead 
my fellow students and classmates to the 
commencement ceremonies and to begin the 
next step into the rest of our lives,” he said.

As a student at VSU, Whitford was a 
Georgia HOPE (Helping Outstanding Pupils Educationally) Scholar 
and a member of the Dean’s List for four consecutive years. He won 
Best College Film at the 2017 South Georgia Film Festival and presented 
original research on the “Ideologies of Hacksaw Ridge” at the 24th 
annual Undergraduate Research Symposium. 

Whitford completed a three-year summer internship program in 
technology and media at Southside Baptist Church of Warner Robins. 
He worked as a freelance graphic designer and in quality assurance and 
data analytics for Inspection Pro LLC. He won first place in the flora 
and fauna category at the 2016 Robins Air Force Base Earth Day Photo 
Contest. He served his community during Hurricane Irma by helping to 
relocate kennels with the Human Society of Houston County. 

After graduation Whitford plans to use his mass media knowledge, skills, 
and abilities to help Southside Baptist Church of Warner Robins create 
original media content for its members and online followers. He also 
plans to continue pursuing freelance graphic design opportunities. 

“Whatever the future holds, regardless of any specific position, company, 
or location that I have to work with, I want to be able to edit content 
and tell stories that I find to be entertaining and enjoyable,” he shared. 
“It just doesn’t seem right to work on something if you can’t have a little 
fun with it.”

Whitford is the son of Shane and Michelle Whitford. 

James L. & Dorothy H. Dewar  
College of Education & Human Services

Sarah A. Henderson of Adel, 
Georgia, is the recipient of the Spring 
2018 President’s Award for Academic 
Excellence for the James L. and Dorothy 
H. Dewar College of Education and 
Human Services at Valdosta State 
University. She graduates summa cum 
laude with a Bachelor of Science in 
Education, with a major in special 
education and a focus in early childhood 
special education general curriculum. 

“I am extremely grateful to receive this honor 
of leading my fellow graduates into the 
commencement area,” she said. “We have 



2 2  |  VA L D O S TA  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y

dedicated so much to this moment in our lives, and I am elated to be 
given the privilege of representing the James L. and Dorothy H. Dewar 
College of Education and Human Services.” 

As a student at VSU, Henderson was a member of the Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry, where she served as Worship Band leader during the Fall 2015 
and Spring 2016 semesters and as a small group co-leader during the Fall 
2016 semester.   

Henderson’s commitment to academic, research, and service excellence 
on campus, in the community, and around the world resulted in her 
being named a Zell Miller Scholar and a member of VSU’s Dean’s 
List four years in a row and earning the 2014-2015 Cook County 
Educational Foundation Scholarship and 2014-2015 Frances Wood 
Wilson Foundation Inc. Scholarship. She was named leader of the New 
Life Baptist Church of Adel Youth Band during the Fall 2014 and Spring 
2015 semesters. She volunteered with the Massee Baptist Church of Adel 
Youth Group on Sunday evenings during the Fall 2016 and Spring 2017 
semesters and with CrossPointe Church of Valdosta’s Busted Up Bike 
Shop during the Spring 2018 semester.   

After graduation, Henderson plans to move to Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
where she has accepted a two-year teaching position with Teach For 
America, a nonprofit organization committed to enlisting, developing, 
and mobilizing the nation’s most promising future leaders to grow and 
strengthen the movement for educational equity and excellence. She 
hopes to eventually return to school to pursue a graduate degree “so that 
I can increase the impact I have on my students,” she said. 

Henderson is the daughter of Gregory and Kimberly Henderson.

Harley Langdale, Jr. College of Business 
Administration

Logan M. Crace of West Point, New 
York, is the recipient 
of the Spring 2018 President’s 
Award for Academic Excellence for 
the Harley Langdale Jr. College of 
Business Administration at Valdosta 
State University. He graduates summa 
cum laude with a Bachelor of Business 
Administration in management, minor in 
entrepreneurship, and an Honors College 
Certificate.  

“Leading the Harley Langdale Jr.  College 
of Business Administration in the 
undergraduate ceremony is a phenomenal 

opportunity and a great privilege,” he said. “I am appreciative to be 
selected for such an accolade.”
 
As a student at VSU, Crace was a Zell Miller Scholar, a member of the 
Dean’s List, and an Honors Scholar for four consecutive years. He served 
as a student researcher with “Building Communities Through Dialogue: 
An Oral History Project,” a collaboration between the Honors College 
and the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. He was a member 
of the Honors Student Association and Enactus and was inducted as a 
junior into Beta Gamma Sigma, an international honor society serving 
business programs accredited by the Association to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business. He studied abroad in Germany, an experience that 
allowed him to also visit France, Austria, and the Czech Republic.

Crace’s active involvement in on-campus organizations led to him serving 
the community as a volunteer at the Hudson Dockett Community 
Center. He helped support the Greater Valdosta United Way’s annual 
fundraising campaign, promote literacy through the Honors College’s 
annual Dr. Seuss Day, collect canned food for the less fortunate, and 
boost the Blazer Nation spirit through such events as the Honors 
Student Association’s community carnival.      

Crace’s commitment to academic, research, and service excellence on 
campus, in the community, and around the world resulted in him earning 
the 2015 President’s Choice Scholarship, the 2017 Hugh C. Bailey 
Family Scholarship, the 2017 First State Bank Study Abroad Scholarship, 
the 2017 Belk-Hudson Management Scholarship, and a scholarship from 
the Etowah Scholarship Foundation in 2014. In 2017, he was presented 
the Spirit of HSA Award. 

Beginning this summer, Crace will continue his education at VSU, 
pursuing a Master of Business Administration. His long-term goal is to 
become a consultant at a global consulting firm like Bain and Company, 
McKinsey and Company, or Boston Consulting Group. He is the son of 
Scott and Ami Crace. 

College of Nursing & Health Sciences

Susannah R. Harvell of Pavo, 
Georgia, is the recipient of the Spring 
2018 President’s Award for Academic 
Excellence for the College of Nursing 
and Health Sciences at Valdosta State 
University. She graduates magna 
cum laude with a Bachelor of Science
in Athletic Training.

“I did not expect to receive this award, but 
I am truly honored to be the recipient,” she 
said. “These past four years have not been 
easy, but perseverance and determination, 
with help from family and friends, kept 
me going. I am excited to lead my fellow 

graduates into this next chapter of our lives. Congratulations to the Class 
of 2018.”

As a student at VSU, Harvell was a member of the Athletic Training 
Student Association during the Fall 2015 and Spring 2016 semesters. 
She was inducted into Alpha Lambda Delta: National Honor Society for 
First-Year Students and was presented the Spring 2017 Clinical Excellence 
Award from the School of Health Sciences.

After graduation, Harvell hopes to work for the Hughston Clinic in 
Valdosta, with plans to eventually return to school to pursue a career as 
a physician’s assistant. She is the daughter of Corky and Dawn Harvell.
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The 1906 Society

The 1906 Society is a student 
giving organization that is 
dedicated to the continued 
growth and development of 
VSU through individual gifts 
from seniors and graduate 
students. Graduating seniors 
who make a contribution of 
any size to any area of VSU are 
recognized at commencement 
for their participation. 

Andrew Ryan Adams
Melissa Fernanda Alaniz
Veronica D. Alexander
Wesley Terrell Alston
Amenzee Amu
Taryn Bryana Anderson
Domonique Simone Arrington
Caleb Lee Autrey
Lindsey Elizabeth Bacon
Breanna Baker
Laurie Mcgee Bankston
Brooke J. Barber
Preston Jim Barker
Malik Barnes
Stephanie Barritt
Kiersten Chermagne Bass
Laura Lee Bass
Jabari S. Bennett
Alexander Jon Bergozza
Bakari Bernard Best
Brittany Lynn Blackerby
Kenzie Leigh Bowen
Kalyn Ashlee Bowser
Kyle Vincent Brooks
Jo-Anna Elizabeth Brown
Jourdan Noelle Brown
Terrance Duane Brown
Vastoria E. Brown
Jalyn Nicole Buchanan
Paige L. Buchanan
Janee A. Callahan
Jillian Shea Callahan
Nathan Jodah Calvert
Melanie H. Cammarano
Kyana Campbell
Jazmin Alexandra Capehart
Roberto Carrillo
Brittany La’sean Carroll
Kelli-Ann Grace Carroll
Emily Caroline Carter
Jamerica M. Carter
Megan Laine Carter
Ashley Casey
Kendi Angelina Castoro
Jasmine Carrie Change
James Nathan Chapman
Sydney Lane Chick
Kristy Quinn Clark
Kaley Brooke Clay
Kristina Marie Clay
Tabithia D. Cochran

Lashawna Chanel Colbert
Elesha Cole
Jessica LeAnne Cook
Kennedy Ashton Cowart
Shanna Cox
Elijah Jaron Curtis
Brienna Daly
Tara M. Dambach
Brittney Alaina Davis
Rachael Lee Day
Karen Ann De Leon
Alexandra Taylor Deaton
Kristie Elana Dixon
Caleb Edman Douglas
Jamaya Kenyatta DuBard
Darla L. Dunning
Jaisen Daniel Edwards
Caroline Eidelkemp
Georgina Elzey
Kyndol Joy Ennis
Lauren April-Courtney Everett
Taylor Marie Everett
Jaquavious Marques Ezell
Alexis Quenshea’ Farley
Morgan Alyssa Farquhar
Kylie Emma Fischer
Mary K. Fletcher
Ketorah Renee Frazier
Rufus T. Freeman
Shamica Freeman
Olivia Sarah Fuller
Lilia Andrea Galan
Pamela Gail Gambuti
Yanet Garcia
Jessica Morgan Gibbs
Deobra Monique Glover
Luis Angel Gomez
Jessica Marie Gottlieb
Marque’l Gould
Bobby L. Green
Ryan Timothy Green
Brittany Hope Griner
Molly Christine Grove
Ebony Haire
Deja Alexis Hancock
Katelyn A. Hancock
Debra Harris
Whitney Nicole Hartwig
Susannah R. Harvell
Maria M. Herrera Vega
Leticia Leticia Hill
Rachel B. Hill
Darbi J. Hilliard
Allison Avriett Hinson
Corey Joseph Hopson
Kate Lynn Nicole Hosier
Kathrine Elizabeth Howe
Autumn Elizabeth Hughes
Brittany Gina Jackson
Caitlin R. Jarriel
Lynda Renae Jimenez
Chandler W. Johnson
Reyuna Johnson
Rhyan Lane Johnson
Alexandria Rochelle Jones

Darrel Dion Jones
Kierra Nichelle Jones
Rachel L. Jones
Savannah Leah Jones
Brandy Kelly
Kennedy Elizabeth Key
Ju Young Kim
Tiffany N. King
Hannah Jane Knight
Y’Keisha Knowles
Caleb Michael Koebble
Scarlett Leigh Lacey
Jessica Carrano Lary
Emily Abigail Lewis
Nia Milbah Lewis
Aerial Queshae Livingston
Alina Sinahi Lopez
Shaniqua V. Lovejoy
Wanessa Machado
Emily Nicole Mangham
Melvynique Portia Mann
Maya A. Mapp
Madeline Marie Marsh
Kimberlee Marshall
Ernest Wayne Martin
Alexus Alexandria Mathis
Vivian Mathis
Jennifer Lynne Matos
Chelsea T. Mayo
Charlie McAdoo II
Angia Dinee’ McCloud
Haley Nicole McConnell
Scarlet Angelyce Michaels
Morgan Mikell
Taylor Brooke Mims
Malaysia Antigua Mitchell
Kelsey L. Montford
Kayla Moody
Brittney L. Moreau
Jalah N. Morris
Tiana Alecia Morrison
Kathryn Cole Moye
Aliesha M. Mumford
Claire Elizabeth Nash
Ryan Clement Nobles
Berinda Hollis Nwakamma
Kenneth W. O’Bara
Pedro Carlos Ortiz
Pedro Ortiz III
Victoria Aimee Ostapski
Kiara Shaneil Parker
Justin Parks
Briane Nicole Parrish
Zalak Bharat Patel
Alexis Patrick
Danyell Peaks
Chanraksmi Khuam Pel
Clarissa Perkins
Sarah Paula Pierre
Ashley Elizabeth Pritchett
Shayla L. Purvis
Autumn Nicole Radtke
La’Quita RaQuel Rochelle Randolph
Aliseya Dimee’r Ratliff
Sareni Rivera-Ubiera

Kaylee Brooke Rivers
Emerald D. Robinson
Tangela Cody Robinson
Nancy K. Samuel
Rosalie Sanchez
Tamera Monique Sanders
Magdalene Santana
Destini Lynn Shaw
Taylor L. Shepherd
Seraya Lanele Sheppard
Taylor Kathryn Smart
Destiny Renee Smith
Tesia Emithra Smith
Timyia Breona Smith
Kali Elizabeth Spitzmiller
Christina Stephens
Kayla Faye Stevens
Seleena Sabrina Streat
Hope Allison Summers
Julie Alexandria Tapp
Shannon Nicole Thompson
Katie Marie Tillman
Phillip Phillip Tolar
Dalton Reid Tornabene
Emilly Caroline Traylor
Elizabeth Delanie Turner
Brittni A. Turnipseed
David VanLandingham
Maria Emilia Velasquez
Jacqueline Johana Villa
Allison Victoria Wagner
Amanda Jean Walden
Bernard Lydell Walker
Breonna N. Walker
Brianne Sha Walker
Abigail Marie Waller
Jacquelyn K. Walton
Phillip Jamal Walton
Lester Louis Ward
Savannah Marie Ward
Kiara Lisette Washington
Shaquaja S. Washington
Charletta Watson
Amber Nicole Watts
Tachiana Cournita Watts
Abigail West
Jordan G. Westberry
Haley Nicole Wheeler
Deborah J. White
Emily Kate White
Kaylee Savannah White
Tyreese Michelle Whitehead
Amber Rae Williams
Clairisa Aaliyah Williams
Rebecca Williams
Quentoria Denise Willingham
Stephanie Danielle Wilson
Breanna Sharee Wood
Allyson N. Wright
Courtney Madison Wright
Mikayla Wright
Cedrice Renaria Young
Christine Eileen Zeigler
Jacorius M. Zellner
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The Mace

The mace has evolved through the years from 
a “hand combat” weapon of the middle ages, 
employed by archers and other unmounted 
warriors, to a club-shaped staff used as a 
symbol of authority by legislative, religious, 
academic, and other assemblies to give a 
ceremonial character to official functions.

The Valdosta State University Alumni 
Association commissioned Hollis Barnett, 
VSU professor of art, to design and sculpt 
the mace. It was first used at the June 12, 
1994 commencement ceremony presided 
over by President Hugh C. Bailey.  

The design of the Valdosta State University 
mace is based on the dome of West Hall. 
It was sculpted by hand in wax and cast 
in bronze using the lost wax casting 
process. Black onyx and red carnelian stones, 
representing the University’s colors, are set into the bronze. The shaft 
is carved in a dark mahogany. The mahogany base, is engraved with 
the University’s logo.

The mace is carried by a VSU faculty marshal for ceremonial occasions.

The President’s Chain of Office

The President’s Chain of Office is based on the university seal and 
a rendition of West Hall, the centerpiece of VSU’s campus. The 
antiqued sterling silver medallion, crafted by Medallic Art Co., made 
its debut in 2008.

The first use of the seal occurred in 1955 and was used until the 
1960s, when it was no longer featured on official documents. In 
1987, the seal reappeared as a simple image of the West Hall Dome 
and Star with “Valdosta State College; Valdosta, Georgia; 1906” 
around the outside of the image. In 1992, shadows and palm leaves 
were added to enhance the image. The seal was last modified in 1993 
to reflect VSU’s university status.

Valdosta State University

Founded in 1906, Valdosta State University celebrated its 100th 
anniversary in 2006. The VSU Centennial was an opportunity 
to appreciate and honor the living legacy of its founders. These 
individuals not only rallied public resources for what would become 
a major regional university, but they also established ongoing 
partnerships for both continued community and private support to 
the university.  

VSU, a comprehensive university of the University System of 
Georgia, was established as an institution of higher learning. The 
institution officially opened in 1913 and was called South Georgia 
State Normal College. Between the years of 1913 and 1950, the 
institution underwent two name changes. On July 1, 1993, the 
Board of Regents authorized Valdosta State College to become 
Valdosta State University.

Today VSU’s enrollment is approximately 11,300 students. The 
university maintains a student-to-faculty ratio of 19:1 with more 
than 600 highly qualified, talented and motivated faculty. VSU has 
six colleges: the College of the Arts; the College of Arts & Sciences; 
the Harley Langdale, Jr., College of Business Administration; the 
James L. & Dorothy H. Dewar College of Education & Human 
Services; the College of Nursing & Health Sciences; and the Honors 
College. Degrees are offered at all levels, from the associate to the 
doctorate. 
 
The University consists of two major campus areas, north and main 
campus, located less than a mile apart as well as numerous satellite 
facilities. In all, 87 buildings house the varied activities of the 
University.

VSU Alumni Association

Upon graduation, you will join over 60,000 other Valdosta State 
graduates as a member of the VSU Alumni Association. The 
Association does not require you to pay dues to be a member, but 
encourages you to give back through the annual fund each year.

The Alumni Association has implemented chapters across the 
Southeastern United States in Atlanta, Valdosta, and Middle Georgia, 
as well as a combined Coastal chapter, which includes Savannah, 
Jacksonville, and the Golden Isles. Events are planned throughout 
the year to keep alumni engaged across the state and beyond in order 
to grow the Blazer community. 

Stay connected! Follow Valdosta State alumni on all your social 
media networks, download the V-State alumni app. on your mobile 
devices, and tell us when you move, marry, or get a new job so that 
we can celebrate your successes with you.  

To ensure you receive the most up to date information from the 
office of Alumni Relations, be sure to provide us with your current 
contact information by visiting www.valdostastate.org and create 
your personal alumni account. 

Congratulations! We look forward to seeing you at an alumni event 
near you!
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The Code of Academic Costume

An 1894 conference of representatives of leading American 
institutions adopted a uniform code of academic dress. The code was 
revised by the American Council on Education in 1932 and again in 
1959.

Black gowns recommended for use have certain characteristics. The 
bachelor’s  gown has pointed sleeves, the master’s  oblong sleeves 
and the doctor’s  gown has bell‑shaped sleeves. The bachelor and 
master gowns have no trimmings. The doctor’s  gown is faced down 
the front with black velvet with three bars of the same across the 
sleeves. The velvet may be the color distinction of the subject to 
which the  pertains, agreeing in color with the edging of the hood.

For all academic purposes, including trimmings of doctor’s gowns, 
edging of hoods and tassels of caps, colors associated with different 
subjects are: Agriculture, Maize; Arts, Letters, Humanities, White; 
Commerce, Accountancy, Business, Drab; Economics, Copper; 
Education, Light Blue; Fine Arts, Brown; Journalism, Crimson; 
Law, Purple; Library Science, Lemon; Music, Pink; Nursing, 
Apricot; Speech, Silver Gray; Philosophy, Dark Blue; Physical 
Education, Sage Green; Public Administration, Peacock Blue; Public 
Health, Salmon Pink; Science, Golden Yellow; Social Work, Citron; 
Theology, Scarlet.

The bachelor’s  hood length is three feet, the master’s  is three and 
one‑half feet; and the doctor’s  is four feet. The hood for the latter 
has panels at the side. The hoods are lined with the official color or 
colors of the college or university which conferred the ; more than 
one color is shown by the division of the field color.

The hood binding or edging is velvet or velveteen, in widths 
of two, three and five inches for the bachelor’s, master’s, and 
doctor’s respectively. The color of the edging should be distinctive 
of the subject to which the  pertains. The black academic cap is 
usually shaped like a mortar board. The tassel is black or the color 
appropriate to the subject to which the  pertains. The only exception 
is the doctor’s cap which may have its tassel of gold thread.

(Prepared by Louis E. Schmier, Professor of History)                                                                                                                  

Board of Regents

The Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia was 
created in 1931 as a part of a reorganization of Georgia’s state 
government. With this act, public higher education in Georgia was 
unified for the first time under a single governing and management 
authority. The governor appoints members of the Board to a seven 
year term and regents may be reappointed to subsequent terms by a 
sitting governor. Regents donate their time and expertise to serve the 
state through their governance of the University System of Georgia 
– the position is a voluntary one without financial remuneration. 
Today the Board of Regents is composed of 19 members, five of 
whom are appointed from the state-at-large, and one from each of 
the state’s 14 congressional districts. The Board elects a chancellor 
who serves as its chief executive officer and the chief administrative 
officer of the University System. The Board oversees the 30 colleges 
and universities that comprise the University System of Georgia, 
Skidaway Institute of Oceanography and The Georgia Public Library 
System.

Dr. Steve Wrigley

Chancellor

Board of Regents

C. Dean Alford, P.E.
W. Allen Gudenrath

Erin Hames

Barbara Rivera Holmes

James M. Hull

Laura Marsh

Neil L. Pruitt, Jr.
Sachin Shailendra

Kessel D. Stelling, Jr.
Richard L. Tucker

Philip A. Wilheit, Sr.
W. Paul Bowers

C. Thomas Hopkins, Jr., MD
Donald M. Leebern, Jr

Sarah-Elizabeth Reed

E. Scott Smith

Benjamin J. Tarbutton III
Thomas Rogers Wade

Don L. Waters


