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 Studies show that urban sprawl can cause significant negative consequences. Many cities 
in the US introduce policies and plans to help alleviate sprawl and contribute to smarter land use 
and urban growth. The City of Madison, Wisconsin has been considered an area of smart growth. 
This study will look at population and land use data between 1990 and 2000 to determine if there 
is significant issue with urban sprawl; and if so, what policies shall be suggested for smart 
growth in the future. Preliminary data indicates that there is, indeed, urban sprawl within the 
area. A more in depth study using interviews and survey of the urban development plans and 
policies implemented will determine which factors are contributing to the sprawl and suggest 
related polices to minimized urban sprawl. 

 


